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KEVIN’S KERYGMA by Fr. Kevin Warner  

 

November, 2019 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.”  [I Chronicles 16:34] 

November is a month full of thanksgiving. Especially those of us from the Midwest recognize No-

vember as a time for giving thanks for the bounty that God provides through nature. Crops are 

harvested, hunters take to the field and, of course, the national day set aside for thanksgiving is 

heartily celebrated. And, for those of us from Michigan, we attempt to celebrate the one day the 

Detroit Lions play before a national audience and give thanks that, while they may not win, they 

at least play better than usual and are not a complete embarrassment. 

As Christians we are called to give thanks in many ways. Through repentance our sins are forgiv-

en, and we have an eternity in heaven as our hope; so how do we properly give thanks to God for 

His steadfast love for us? The Thanksgiving holiday reminds us of this, but there are several other 

events in the life of our parish that bring one to a sense of giving thanks for all God has done in 

our lives, individually and corporately. 

First up is All Saints’ Sunday on November 3. This is a day when we celebrate the work of God’s people, the church, by remem-

bering those who have gone on to greater glory to be with the Lord as we remember them in the prayers, and as we welcome 

new saints into the community through the rite of baptism. It is a time to celebrate the “seen and unseen” church, that all 

gather around the same table to feast on the bread of life and the cup of salvation. It is a time to rejoice in the gift of the Holy 

Spirit that makes each of us a saint of God and an inheritor of His kingdom. 

The next Sunday, November 10 we will hear a special presentation on Graceful Giving as we kick off our 2020 Stewardship sea-

son. Our theme this year is “Built for Growth, Ready to Spread the Gospel.” Please be sure to be in church that Sunday or 

watch our live stream at www.stjohndivine.com, and press the “Watch Live” button on the top right of the page. Our theme 

this year is very appropriate as we will be helping spread God’s Kingdom on . . . 

November 24, at the 9:15 service, we will be sending two missionaries out to help build God’s Kingdom in Parrish. We, the Dio-

cese of Southwest Florida, are birthing a new parish and SJD will be sending Joel and Brooke Taliaferro to assist in that effort. 

Please join us on that Sunday and help us send them off with our love, support and prayers. I am reminded of 2 Corinthians, 

Chapter 8 where Paul speaks of the Macedonian churches. He says: “And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know 

about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 

extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.” We at SJD have a long way to go to finish what we have started. We are at the 

beginning and still might consider ourselves poor but we will give as we are able, and maybe “even beyond our ability.” 

Finally, we will celebrate the holiday that reminds us of the incredible blessing we have living in the United States and free to 

worship our God. Our celebration begins with a Community Dinner at 5:30 PM on Thanksgiving Eve, November 28, at 5:30 PM 

and the service follows at 7 PM. It will feature special music and message appropriate to the holiday. And, as you celebrate the 

holiday, look around you and see who you can include at your table of bounty. Many are the opportunities to invite exchange 

students, those recently made single through death or divorce and, most importantly, those who have not the means to put on 

the feast themselves. Nothing else helps us recognize our blessedness more effectively than sharing what we have with others. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord!                    

             In His Love! 

Kevin+ 
II Timothy 1:11 

http://www.stjohndivine.com
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WORDS OF WISDOM 
                                                     Thanks 

There is a story of a mother and a son who lived in a forest when one day, 

when walking outside, they were surprised by a tornado.   

Clinging to a tree, the mother tried to hold on to her son but the swirling winds 

carried him into the sky and he was gone.   

The woman began to weep and pray and try to bargain with God.  “O God, 

this boy is all I have.  I’ll do anything – absolutely anything if you will bring 

him back.  I’ll serve you faithfully all the rest of my days.” 

Instantly the boy toppled from the sky and landed at her feet -  a little shook up, not hurt at all.  “Thanks, 

Lord” she said. The mother then joyfully hugged her son but then stopped, looked into the sky and yelled, 

“He had a hat, Lord!” 

When Rudyard Kipling was at his height in popularity, his works could command a tremendously high price.  

Like all successful writers, he was also not without his critics.  A group of students from Oxford University, 

upon hearing that Kipling received ten shillings for every word he wrote, wrote Kipling that they would like 

to receive, as they put it, “one of your very best words”.  They enclosed ten shillings. 

Thinking this was the end of the joke, they all had a good laugh and thought nothing more about it.  Howev-

er, Kipling received the request and cabled in return, “Thanks”. 

Thanks.  We don’t use the word much anymore or if we do it’s become that cold isolated something that 

you’re supposed to say and it ends up meaning nothing at all.   

Thanks. We don’t like to use the word with truest sincerity; it gives another a much too personal look into our 

own character.  It leaves us off balance.  

Thanks.  We say a “thanks” that implies “we certainly deserved it …so thanks”. 

But, sometimes, a well-spoken “thanks” can change the hearer.  More importantly, it changes the speaker.  It 

could very well be one of our very best words.    

                                                                                      Father Lee 

The time has arrived for the FALL FESTIVAL—Saturday, November 16th  

Put it on your calendar and plan to come out and join in the “Fall Fun”  there will be a large 

variety of vendors plus our traditional “Favorites”  Baked Goods, Attic Treasures, Good 

Used Jewelry and Jean Brown’s Rice Pilaf.  We will also be selling hot dogs (with chili if you 

wish), chips and soda.  
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   “The Good News” 

I would like to take this opportunity to update everyone at SJD on 

the events and activities the youth of our community have been 

engaged in and will be engaging in over the next several months. 

Acolyte Festival – On Saturday Sept. 7th a group of four youth from SJD and I attended the annual diocesan 
Acolyte Festival at the Cathedral Church of St. Peter in St. Petersburg. We participated in an Instructional Eu-
charist video presentation called “How2charist” and other activities focused on learning the liturgy of the Ho-
ly Eucharist . Throughout the day, we learned about the vestments used during the celebration of the Holy Eu-
charist and how to design a procession for a service. We also learned about, and practiced with, a thurible. I 
am happy to report we may have a couple of future thurifers in our midst! The day concluded with a service 
of noonday prayer with a full procession.  
NB Weekend – New Beginnings weekend events are designed specially to respond to the unique challenges 
and concerns of youth in grades six to eight. SJD sponsored 3 youth for NB # 66 at Dayspring the weekend of 
Oct. 4th-6th.  All three enjoyed learning about the love of Jesus Christ and making new friends from around the 
diocese. All of them are looking forward to attending again in March!  
Happening Weekend – Happening is a unique high school experience weekend that helps teens foster a per-

sonal and more meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ.  Happening #79 is scheduled for Nov. 1st – Nov. 3rd 

and SJD is sponsoring 3 youth.  

Winter Mission Trip – SJD is partnering with Holy Innocents Episcopal Church this year for events and activ-
ities . One such event will be a Winter Mission Trip to the Florida Keys Jan. 1st – 5th. Youth from these two 
congregations will spread the Good News of Jesus Christ by serving the people and communities of the Flori-
da Keys. Youth, age 16 and older, will work with Habitat for Humanity of the Middle Keys, likely repairing 
homes damaged by hurricanes. Youth, 15 and younger, will build a community garden at St. James the Fish-
erman Episcopal Church on Islamorada. All the youth will also participate in beach clean up through Reef 
Relief and will also serve at Samuel’s House, a homeless shelter for women and children in Key West. Your 
prayers for a safe and Spirit-led trip are requested. 

I look forward to reporting again soon on the growth and activities of the SJDivine Youth! 

Blessings, 

Fr. David+ 

What is happening with our media department?  What can you now do from home/hospital room/

vacation/any where you are when you can not be present in service? 

Email: office@stjohndivine.com the answers, for a chance to win a $25 Walmart Gift 

Card.   

Shhhhh don’t tell your friends you found it, or where, see if they can find it.   

Winner will be posted in Decembers Newsletter. 

October’s winner was: Shannon Arndt, she answered all the questions correctly in Father Kevin’s article.  

Congratulations Shannon, and keep reading. 
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Hello from SJD’s New Media & Tech Specialist  

Hello Everyone!  I’m excited to be on your Staff in a more permanent capacity!  

The projects I have been working on have been exciting (and a bit exhausting), 

some of which are coming soon, and others have already been released!  Though 

after a few conversations I have had, I would like to address a common question I 

have been asked.  Weren’t you already the Media Specialist? 

For some people, especially my volunteers in the AV Booth or other medias, they 

did not realize my previous position was Interim Media Specialist.  I was a tempo-

rary solution due to Dean Crawford’s departure, with the option to apply for the full

-time position.  After some time as Interim, I was given the opportunity to interview with Fr. David Wyly 

and Sr. Warden Don Fisher for the position.  I’m happy to say I was offered the position and have accepted.  

Prior to the interview we came to an agreement, since I also providing onsite Technical Support, to update 

the Media Specialist title to Media & Tech Specialist to incorporate my other duties.   With all that said, I 

would now like to address one of the hardest questions asked by Father Wyly in my interview.  What chang-

es now I’m Full Time and no longer Interim? 

In part I’m hoping not much.  One of my biggest focuses upon being hired as Interim was future proofing 

the position, or simply making things seamless for future transitions, since someone else could be taking 

over the position in the future.  For example, if you have interacted with me on email, you would see my 

email is media@stjohndivine.com instead of using my name for the email.  This was a decision I made for 

my position, so future Media Specialists do not have to get a new email while maintaining the previous Spe-

cialist’s email.  I also have been working in the AV Booth to simplify and streamline the numerous compo-

nents within.   My hope is to make it easier for new volunteers, and open it up to changes, like the Live 

Streaming of the 11 AM service that we are now providing.  So, not much will change, as I continue to up-

date the technologies that we utilize.  

Finally, I want to thank you all for your support.  Thank you to my booth volunteers who have helped me 

during this transition from never stepping into the booth to running the booth, especially Ed Brown, Jim 

Smith, Tommy Blair, Curt Arp, Mark Hunter, and Howard Roshaven.  It has been a blessing to have your 

support, and because of their support we have been able to improve the booth and implement new practices 

like Live Streaming.  Now if you have ever been interested in AV Media or technology and/or wish to learn, 

we are always looking for volunteers.  We will teach those who want to learn and encourage those that come 

with knowledge and experience.  If you are interested please email me at media@stjohndivine.com or talk to 

me in person if you can catch me. 

Thank you all again,  

Tristan M. Warner 

Media & Tech Specialist  
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We are pleased to have  

welcomed our members in October   

Gerry & Sandy McCullough—Alan & Cindy Watson—Kim Sessoms—Hilda Knight 

Reba Goewey—Paulette Stoddard—Tracy Hayes—Connie Minnoe—Mary Minnoe 

Jason & Jennifer Keating—Bob & Jennie Lamp—Joan David—Nancy MacDonald 

Tracy Fraser—Helen Conner—Jim & Gini Freund—Frank Sakalosky—Linda Floyd 

Anthea Parris—Hal Drury 
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Come, Holy Spirit.    A Healing Conference is coming to St. John Divine 

Healing and the presence of God are the themes of the upcoming conference that will be hosted by St. John 

Divine Church in November.   

The conference, entitled Come, Holy Spirit, is scheduled for Thursday, November 21 through Saturday, No-

vember 23.  The conference speakers will be Christian leaders who have had profound experiences with the 

presence of God and have experienced and ministered healing. 

Leaders in our community have sensed that a powerful move of the Holy Spirit is near, and many people will 

be healed, saved and delivered.  This conference is to help prepare us to draw nearer to God, receive healing, 

be effective in spreading the good news of God’s kingdom, and to honor the name of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

In this conference you will: 

 + receive prayer for divine healing. 

 + learn how to pray for the healing of others. 

 + discover the link between God’s presence and His healing power. 

+ experience the presence of God as we lift our hearts and voices in worship. 

+ learn how to live more fully in the presence of God. 

We read in Holy Scripture how our Lord Jesus Christ healed people everywhere He went, and how He com-

missions us to do the same.  

The conference will begin with a healing service at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, November 21 at St. John Divine 

Church, 1015 Del Webb Blvd. E., Sun City Center, FL 33573.  Friday, November 22 and Saturday, November 

23 conference sessions will begin at 9:00 a.m. each day with morning, afternoon and evening services.   

There is no charge for the conference.  Free-will offerings will be received each day. 

                                         CAN YOU HELP? NEEDS INCLUDE: 
 

Thank you, thank you! SJD collected over $1200.00 for this ministry last month.  Your generosity is so appreciated. 
 
LLM is still in need of the following items. 

 

*NONPERISHABLE FOOD such as flour (especially Maseca corn flour), tortillas, cooking oil, pinto beans,  
cereal,  peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, baby food and formula 
* MONEY to buy nonperishable food and to meet people’s emergency needs 
* CLOTHING AND SHOES for men, women, and children (All clothing must be clean and in good condi  
tion) 
* Diapers 
* Personal hygiene items 
* Small household items 
* Walmart gift cards (to buy clothes and shoes for the children) 

 
You may leave your donations at The Lord’s Lighthouse area in the parish hall. Checks may be written to St. 
John Divine, designated for The Lord’s Lighthouse.  
 
Thank you for helping! 
Connie Keister 
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NOVEMBER IS MEALS ON WHEELS 
Meals on Wheels serves hot nutritious meals daily to those shut-ins throughout Kings Point  
and the Greater Sun City Center area. St. John Divine has been a participant in this program  
for over 24 years and is one of 9 churches participating. 
 

As the population in SCC continues to age, so does the growth of this program. In 2018, 500  
meals were served monthly. Today in 2019, Meals on Wheels is serving 700 meals a month 
Meals on Wheels participants - Widows, widowers, individuals aging in place, on fixed in 
comes, without family, disconnected family or family living far away need the support of  
our Parish family to receive their meals in November. As the Vestry representative for Out- 
reach, the job of Coordinating Meals on Wheels is my responsibility, and it is a huge job.  
One that I am unable to do alone for a 30 day period. I really do need the assistance of  
everyone. 
 

Please note for those of you who live outside of SCC we are staffing Sun City and Kings  
Point with drivers familiar with the area to alleviate the stress of navigating our community. 
 

So please, when I come to you or call you about signing up for Meals on Wheels, before you  
immediately respond "no" won't you please prayerfully consider stepping up for one day.  
Trust me "It will totally change your perspective". 
 

Annie Hunter 
Meals on Wheels Coordinator 
813-645-8366 
813-842-0755 
anniemedic813gmail.com 

NOVEMBER IS ALSO SOUTH SUDAN MONTH 
Christian living in South Sudan is not easy.  It is getting better but they need your help.  (15 years ago I felt a 

very strong need to go there, it was a dangerous time, between Islamic nation in the North and tribal fighting 

throughout the South, but I went and before I came home I promised the people I came to love that I would 

share their story and help them to get basic needs, Spiritually, (they all wanted bibles and crosses) Physically 

they needed drinkable water, medicine, a way to grow/raise their own food and schools to teach them trades.) 

Deacon Patti and I returned the next year and delivered as promised. There was a short period of peace, but 

after a time the tribal wars began again and once again many people went to camps in Uganda. Today, after 

the election of new officials, there is peace that we pray will last. Even the Pope felt moved to invite Arch 

Bishop Justin Arama Badi, Sudan Government Officials as well as the Arch Bishop of Canterberry to the Vat-

ican to pray together for peace. The Pope then kissed the feet of the officials and prayed that they would con-

tinue the peace process. 

God is at work protecting the Christians in Sudan. I am asking that you will help also.  Please take a minute to 

look at the Outreach table in the parish hall, and see me if you have any questions. 

Blessings, 

Izzy DeTringo 

http://anniemedic813gmail.com
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY 

11/2  Philip Bethea  

11/3  Marianne Palmer  

11/6  Richard Eckert  

11/8  Lisa Velasco  

11/9  Marcley Hilderbrand  

11/11 Gloria Nunn  

11/12 Nadine Wyly  

11/13 Patricia Wilbert  

11/13 Charles Lieble  

11/18 Alice Weisner  

11/18 Carl Lingertot  

11/18 Ila Stamper  

11/18 Geoffrey Butts  

11/19 Jacqueline Benter  

11/21 Sharon Bakay  

11/22 Justin Hill  

11/24 Isabel DeTringo  

11/26 Linda Waring  

11/28 Barbara Marafiote  

11/28 Yoniece Miller  

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 11/5  Richard & Kathy Eckert 

11/23  Joel & Brooke Taliaferro 

11/23  Richard & Jo Ann Beebee 

11/24 Ed & Jean Brown 

11/25 Greg & Paulette Diehl 

11/27 Tom Rawlings & Mary Mobley 

11/27 Richard & Susan Callaghan 
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Saturday, December 7th  Advent Lessons, Carols & Cookies        2:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 24th   Christmas Eve Services 

     Christmas Pageant with Holy Eucharist  4:00 p.m. 

     Worship with Holy Eucharist    6:00 p.m. 

     Choir Sing      10:30 p.m. 

     Worship with Holy Eucharist   11:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday      Christmas Day Service     

     Worship with Holy Eucharist   10:00 a.m. 
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St John Divine Episcopal Church 1015 E. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City Center, FL 33573 

Vestry 
Curt Arp 

Aubrey Thompson 
Coretta Butts 

Liz Hood 
Walter Powell 

Jim Smith 
Annie Hunter 
Allie Maiocchi 
Linda Cardillo 

      Vestry Officers 
           Don Fisher     Sr. Warden 
           Greg Diehl      Jr. Warden 

   Valerie Bryant     Clerk 
        Susan Arp    Treasurer 

Clergy and Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Dabney T. Smith 

Bishop of the Diocese of Southwest Florida 
The Rev. Kevin Warner, Rector 

The Rev. Lee Miller, Associate Rector 
The Rev. David Wyly, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. Paulette A. Diehl, Deacon 
Scott Gardner, Praise Leader 

Joan Frankel, Organist & Choir Director 
Tristan Warner, Media Specialist 

Connie Minnoe, Accounting Administrator 
Candy Allman, Office Manager  

Sharon Bakay, Kitchen Manager 
 

813-633-3970 sjd-office@stjohndivine.com www.stjohndivine.com 

 

November, 2019 


