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KEVIN’S KERYGMA by Fr. Kevin Warner  

 

INSIDE  

Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name 
shall be called Emmanuel (which means “God with us.”)  
Matt. 1:23 
 

December 2nd marks the beginning of the Church’s New Year 
and the start of a new liturgical season. The season is called 
Advent and is a wonderful time of preparation for Christmas. 
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Christmas. But what is Advent and how did it come to be a part of our tradition? 

The season of Advent originated out of a desire on the part of the early Church to 
provide a period of preparation and reflection before the celebration of Christmas 
and its twelve-day season. Advent is like the season of Lent in that it is a time of 
penitence, expectation and preparation, but Advent does not carry with it the austere 
personality of Lent. The liturgical color can be either blue, signifying expectation, or 
purple for penitence and royalty. It comes at a time in our calendar year when there 
is very little light, and it prepares us for the coming “light of Christ” as with Christ-
mas the days grow longer. 

The season of Advent originated out of a desire on the part of the early Church to 
provide a period of preparation and reflection before the celebration of Christmas 
and its twelve-day season. Advent is like the season of Lent in that it is a time of 
penitence, expectation and preparation, but Advent does not carry with it the austere 
personality of Lent. The liturgical color can be either blue, signifying expectation, or 
purple for penitence and royalty. It comes at a time in our calendar year when there 
is very little light, and it prepares us for the coming “light of Christ” as with Christ-
mas the days grow longer. 
 
Advent was first observed in France. By the time of the Council of Tours in 563, it 
was an accepted practice throughout France, spreading to Italy and Spain. However, 
it was not until the 13th century that Advent was universally recognized as beginning 
the liturgical calendar of the Christian year. 
 
Advent is a time that we prepare for the three-fold coming of Christ - past, present, 
and future. We prepare for Christ’s first coming, by recalling his humble birth in 
Bethlehem. We experience his daily coming in our lives through the presence of his 
Spirit through our worship and piety, especially acts of penitence. Finally, we pre-
pare for his coming in the future by living hopeful, expectant lives. In so doing, our 
hearts and minds are clothed with love and our spirits cleansed with prayer as we 
prepare to receive the greatest Guest the world has ever known. 
 
Elsewhere in this newsletter there are resources for you to use individually or with 
others to focus your devotional life in expectation and penitence. It has been my ex-
perience that the more carefully we prepare through Advent, the more meaningful 
our Christmas. 

May your heart be filled with the love of Jesus this season and always! Kevin+ 
II Timothy 1:11  
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THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

The Advent Wreath is made of EVERGREENS, a symbol of the promise of everlasting life. They are 
formed into a CIRCLE with no beginning or end to remind us that God is eternal, has always been and ever 
shall be.  FOUR CANDLES, for the four Sundays of Advent, are used, either BLUE or PURPLE in color.  
Blue is the color of expectation and reflects the anticipation of the season.  Purple is the color of penitence, 
helping us remember to be contrite for all those behaviors and thoughts which separate us from God.  
Whether blue or purple are used, on the third Sunday a ROSE candle may be used.  The rose candle repre-
sents joy creeping into the penitential season as we come nearer to the birth of our Lord.  A WHITE candle 
is added on Christmas Eve and the “Christ” candle represents the purity of Christ and our joy on his appear-
ing.  Below you will find a simple Advent service for individuals or families built around the Advent wreath.  
Please use it as part of your Advent spiritual discipline. 
 
 

A Blessing for the Home Advent Wreath 

O God, by your word all things are made holy.  I/we offer this Advent wreath, which I/we ask you to 
bless.  Help me/us to use it to prepare my/our hearts for the great coming of your Son, and help me/
us receive him into my/our hearts with joy.  I/we ask this in the name of my/our beloved Savior Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
AMEN. 

 

A Simple Advent Service 
 

WEEK ONE 
 

The Prophets’ Candle:  The first candle lit on the Advent wreath is called the Prophet’s Candle.  It reminds 
us of the prophets who spoke of God’s word to the people during the hundreds of years before Jesus was 
born. 
 
Prayer:  Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now 
in the time of this mortal life in which your son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last 
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to 
the life immortal; though him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
AMEN 
 
Scripture Readings: 

 Sun. Matt. 21:1-11 Mon. Psalm 2 Tues. 2 Peter 1:12-21 
 Wed. Psalms 13 & 14 Thurs. Amos 4:6-13 Fri. Matt. 22:1-14 
 Sat. Jude 17-25 

 
WEEK TWO 

 

The Bethlehem Candle: The second candle to be lit reminds us that the baby Jesus was born in the city of 
Bethlehem. 
 
Prayer:  Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way of 
our salvation:  Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.  AMEN. 
 
Scripture Readings: 

 Sun. Luke 1:57-68 Mon. Matt. 22:23-33 Tues. Psalm 28 
 Wed. Amos 8:1-14 Thurs. Plalm 37:1-18 Fri. Matt. 23:27-39 
 Sat. Psalm 42 
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WEEK THREE 
 

The Shepherd’s Candle:  The third candle lit on the Advent wreath is to honor those who were the first to 
hear the good news.  If a pink candle is used in the wreath it is lighted this week. 
 

Prayer:  Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hin-
dered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory now and for ever.  AMEN 
 

Scripture Readings: 
 Sun. John 5:30-47 Mon. Zech. 1:7-17 Tues. Psalm 47 
 Wed. Rev. 4:1-8 Thurs. Matt. 25:1-13 Fri. Psalm 40 
 Sat. Matt. 25:31-46 

 
WEEK FOUR 

 

The Angels’ Candle:  The fourth candle lit on the Advent wreath is the candle of joy and love, a reminder of 
the grace given to all who accept the Christ Child. 
 

Prayer:  Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, One God, now and for ever.  AMEN 
 

Scripture Reading: 
 Sun. Rev. 12:1-10 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

The Christ Candle:  A White candle is now placed in the center of the wreath and lit. 
 

Prayer:  O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true light; grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you 
and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. AMEN 
 

Scripture Readings: Luke 2:1-20 
 

SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR 
 

SUNDAY: 
 December 23 & 30 8:00, 9:15 & 11:00 AM 
 December 23 NOONish – Greening of the Church 
 January 6  8:00, 9:15 & 11:00 AM 
   Feast of the Epiphany 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE: 
 December 24 4:00 PM  Christmas Pageant/Eucharist 
   6:00 PM  Christmas Sermon/Eucharist 
   10:30 PM  Carol Sing 
   11:00 PM  Sermon/Festal Eucharist 
 December 25   10:00 AM      Christmas Sermon/Eucharist  
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Fr. Lee Miller  

q:   Who is the company doing the directory? 

a. Lifetouch.  They have been in business since 1936 and 
were the ones who did our last directory. 

q. Will this directory be different from our last one?   

a. Yes, our last directory (2012) was the traditional one 

designed with extra pages to capture milestones and memories.  It is generally up-
dated every five years.   

Our new directory will be smaller and is an updateable reference tool designed to 
help us connect all our families.  It could be updated every six months.  (based on 

15 or more new families during that time) 

q. Does this mean that each church family will get a copy of the new  

     directory?   

a. Yes, every photographed family will get a copy.  

q. What does it cost me to participate? 

a. Absolutely nothing.  You will get a free 8x10 portrait and directory for  

     participating.  

q. What if I wish to purchase additional pictures?   

a. You may, and a complete price list will be given to you before you are pho-
tographed so there will be no surprises.  Seniors will receive a 20% discount on 
anything they wish to order. 

q. May I bring my household pet? 

a. Yes.  We know pets are part of the family.   

q. What are the photography dates? 

a.  If we can get ready in time, we are looking at January 22-26, 2019, Tuesday 
through Saturday with Monday, January 21 in reserve.      

                                                                                      Father Lee 
 

 

  

Questions and Answers About Our New Church Directory 
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  FINANCIAL STATUS SUMMARY 2018 

    NOVEMBER 

    MTD Actual   YTD Actual 

GENERAL FUND    

Month Income                        31,802 Year to Date Income    386,106 

Month Expenses                   41,634 Year to Date Expense   436,273 

Total                                                     -9,832    -37,899  

  

BUILDING FUND       

Month Income                             3,471 Year to Date Income  47,038 

Month Expenses                          4,733 Year to Date Expenses 52,063 

Total          -1,262      -4,763 

FROM THE TREASURER AND FINANCIAL AID 

Financial Report 

 

 

Noteworthy 
General fund -YTD Expense is $14.3K more than income 

YTD income is $29K less than budgeted 
May income is $10K less than budgeted 

 
Annex Fund - received several 3 year pledge amounts in 

January 
SJD has a 10 year loan and a 5 year loan 

additional money may be needed to finish the new annex 



7 

 

 

Please welcome the Rev. Carol S. Fleming to the SJD community. Carol is a 

native of Sandusky, Ohio, a retired Episcopal priest, having served in the 

Diocese of Northern Indiana and Ohio. She is also a retired educator, hav-

ing taught in United States and abroad. She and her husband, Chuck now 

reside in Sun City Center, Florida.  

Carol has a passion for worship that is contagious! She weaves biblical story

-telling with humor and music to make characters come alive. She incorpo-

rates drama and music into worship and via her Littlebranch Ministries, 

devotes time and passion to the ministry of speaking, singing, songwriting 

and is a willing servant of the Lord.  

Carol was the keynote speaker for the Daughters of the King annual meet-

ing in the Diocese of Indianapolis. She has presented workshops on the Min-

istry of Music:  Implementing Contemporary Music in a Traditional 

Church as well as workshops on Liturgical Drama in the Diocese of North-

ern Indiana and Diocese of Ohio. She has written and performed dramatic biblical monologues to spread 

the Good News. 

She applied for canonical status in the Diocese of Southwest Florida in March with SJD listed as her 

home church. Like Fr. Harry, she will help out from time to time, especially on Wednesdays. Fr. Kevin 

has also asked her to lead a women’s retreat sometime this winter. Her first Sunday to assist will be De-

cember 9 at the 9:15 service. If you have not already met her at a Wednesday service, please be sure and 

say hello. 

KEVIN’S KERYGMA continued from pg. 1  

Fall Festival Appreciation 

 
A BIG THANK YOU..to all the volunteers who worked so hard to make this year’s Fall Festival 

such a success for our Outreach and such a wonderful way for all of us to join together as a 

church family.  Cudos to Cher Cerebe and Sharon Bakay, the Festival Chairs……and A BIG 

THANK YOU  to all the men who helped out in so many ways…We will post the financial report 

for the Fall Festival soon.. 

Our next Fund Raising Event will be our annual Rummage Sale.  It will take place on Friday, 

February 1st and Saturday, February 2nd..  The POD will be open for accepting donations for 

the Rummage Sale on Wednesday, January 2nd…So please start gathering your items for the 

sale, but do not bring them to the church until the POD is open..We can’t accept large TVs or 

mattresses…but we love to get donations of furniture….Sign up sheets for helpers WILL BE ON 

THE TABLE RIGHT AFTER THAKSGIVING..  Questions?  Call Jackie Winder 633-3198. 
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Junior Warden View Dec ‘18  

So here we are again. Much to do, much is done (or should 
be done).  Are the front doors red?  Well they should be by 

now. Rest assured they will get done!  And how about that 
new building?  Are we in it yet? Well we should be by 
now, and if we ain’t, it’s not for lack of tryin’, I’ll tell ya 
that! And landscaping? Well if it isn’t done, it’s all picked 
out and ready to do.   

 

So what I’m trying to say is if it isn’t going exactly the way you want it to, be it at 
SJD or your home, don’t freak out because it all will work out. 

 

And this time of year, it seems we are prone to a bunch of stuff not working out! 
C’mon really, have you ever got the Christmas lights out of storage AND THEY 
WORK?  HaHa. NO, it’s usually a trip to Home Depot or Ace to get 2 or 3 more 
strings.  And just where the HECK did you put the stand for the tree?  And shop-

ping?  Yeah right... “Yes, please go ahead, take that space, I’ll just look for anoth-
er” SAID NO ONE EVER! 

 

Well Joseph and Mary had issues too.  Having to traipse to Bethlehem whilst the 
poor girl is pregnant?  And no reservations so no room in the Inn?  So putting a 
lady in a stable about to give birth?  And giving birth and puttin’ you darling little 
boy in a trough? (yes that was what a manger was, in case you didn’t know). Now 

that’s a plan that isn’t going the way they wanted! BUT, it really did work out. 
For on that night a savior was born.  And that has worked out awfully well so far. 

 

So read your bible and drink some eggnog. Learn as much as you can about 
God’s greatest gift to us. And put another string of lights on the tree.  And have 
yourself a merry little blessed Advent and Christmas! Because in the end, it all 
works out. 
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My name is Sharon Bakay and I have volunteered to be the new kitchen supervisor.  (No, I 

AM NOT the dishwasher; her name is Sarah and she is a high school student who comes in 

after she attends church.)  I will do the shopping for the kitchen supplies and, for special 

events, I will work with the person in charge of the event and the person(s) they have desig-

nated to work in the kitchen for that event. 

 

SJD is a large friendly church and the kitchen is a much used room.  I am looking for volun-

teer hosts and hostesses to help with each service.  (Most of you don’t want to volunteer to 

be here from 8-12 every Sunday, and neither do I.)  I’m asking you to help with the coffee 

hour at the service that you attend.  There are some guidelines that I need to go over with 

you so that the kitchen can be run in an efficient, orderly, and sanitary manner.  I will meet 

with any of you who wish to volunteer (men and women) on December 9 after the 11:00 

service.  

 

KUDOS to those of you who have been volunteering while I have been out of town for that 

last two Sundays.  I appreciate your stepping in to help!   

 

KRUMBS  The tables in the parish hall are used by all of us.  If you spill your coffee or 
drop crumbs on the table where you are seated, please be kind to the next person who is go-
ing to sit there, and clean up your own area. 

KITCHEN KUDOS 

AND KRUMBS 

Christmas is just around the corner and we are all thinking about what to send to our fam-

ilies up North, or your mail man, hair dresser, or anyone you give gifts to at Christmas?  

How about a gift card to their favorite store or restaurant?  Giving gift cards is the easiest 

gift and everyone loves them.  So, if you are going to purchase cards, please help St John 

Divine at the same time. There are over 700 participating retailers to choose from.  It is 

easy to do, just call Elizabeth Frercks at (813)633-6675, and let her know what you need, 

she will do the ordering for you and deliver them to you at church.  If you have any ques-

tions or for a list of retailers that participate, check out our website at Stjohndivine.com 

and click on this icon found on the left side of the page.  

http://www.stjohndivine.com/online/divine-dollars/
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Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his 
deed.  

Proverbs 19:17 
  

The Lord's Lighthouse Ministry, located at 5603 State Road 674, Wimauma (across from the 
post office), is dedicated to helping local families. Through the ACCESS program authorized 
by Hillsborough County, The Lord's Lighthouse helps people acquire aid to which they are 
entitled. Services include job searches, translation, crisis intervention, and spiritual counsel-
ing.  Farmworkers, their families, the homeless, and others in need receive food, clothing and 
essentials. 
  
The Mission provides worship through a church service with Sunday School, held every Sun-
day at the SDA Church in Wimauma. A large number of children are ministered to and learn 
about Jesus.  
  

 NEEDS RIGHT NOW INCLUDE:  
              

           MONEY to purchase perishable foods and to meet people’s emergency          
            needs 

·     NONPERISHABLE FOOD, especially maseca flour, flour tortillas, pinto beans,oil, cere   

         al, peanut butter, macaroni and cheese  

·      BLANKETS AND WARM CLOTHING 

      TOYS 

        Baby food, formula, diapers  

·      Personal hygiene items  

       Household articles 

·      Clothing for men, women, and children (from newborn sizes up). All clothing donated must    

        be clean and in good shape.  

·      Wal-Mart gift certificates (to buy shoes and clothes for the children) 

 COULD YOU HELP?   

All contributions, no matter how small, are needed and cherished. Jane recently sent a 
$344.00 check to the Lord’s Lighthouse. Thanks to all those who are and have been contrib-
uting to the Mission.  

Checks may be made payable to The Lord's Lighthouse or to St. John the Divine, earmarked 
The Lord's Lighthouse. People who wish to donate or obtain services or information may call 
(813) 641-7100 or (813) 641-7114. The mission is open Wednesdays from 12 to 4 PM.  Thank 
you for helping! 
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She arrived Sunday morning as she had for 

the last ten years.  Her fibromyalgia pain was 

unrelenting.  She had long since stopped 

wondering if this continuous pain was to be 

her lot in life and just hoped to make it 

through another day without developing an 

attitude that robbed her friends of their joy. 

But during this Sunday’s service she began to 

hope that this day would not be just another 

normal, painful Sunday.  The guest preacher 

was a healing evangelist who had been invit-

ed to do a weekend revival conference.  By 

the time the service was over the pain was 

gone and she had been healed of fibromyal-

gia.   

She had experienced an amazing encounter 

with Jesus Christ and her life was changed. 

This is a true story.  It happened Sunday, Au-

gust 12, 2018 in Ruskin, Florida.  I am an eye-

witness to this miraculous healing.  You see, I 

was the visiting healing evangelist. 

Her life was changed that day.  It is not hard 

to find a television commercial that includes 

the claim that the product or service being 

advertised “changed my life.”  As nearly as I 

can tell, this phrase is used in advertising 

more than any other.  A particular brand of 

arch supports “changed my life.”  A certain 

medication “changed my life.”  This product 

or that one “changed my life.”  Perhaps the 

second most used phrase in advertising is 

that the product or service “gave me peace of 

mind,” be it a life insurance policy or a safety 

feature in a new car or a germ-reducing 

cleaning product. 

Why do advertisers repeatedly use these par-

ticular phrases?  Because market research 

shows that this is what the American public 

wants more than anything.  We want our lives 

changed.  We want peace of mind.  And we’re 

not finding this peace in our daily lives.  Most 

of us feel deep down inside that we’re miss-

ing something.  Life is supposed to be good 

but it’s not…quite…um...I don’t know. 

One Sunday in August a woman in Ruskin 

found the One who really does change lives.  

His name is Jesus.  She arrived at the church 

building in pain and left an hour and a half 

later pain free.  She was changed by an en-

counter with Jesus Christ.  That is what 

Church was intended to be.  Jesus said, “I am 

leaving you with a gift - peace of mind and 

heart.  And the peace I give is a gift the world 

cannot give.  So don’t be troubled or 

afraid.”  (John 15:27. New Living Translation) 

The word, “Gospel” means good news.  The 

gospel of Jesus Christ was certainly good 

news for the woman healed of fibromyalgia, 

and it is good news for everyone in our com-

munity who has received salvation or healing 

in recent months through the prayers of the 

Christians who are bold enough to step out 

and try. 

Let us be the good news in Sun City Center 

and beyond. 

                             Howard Roshaven 
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To My St. John Divine Family,  

  

I would like to start off by thanking everyone for their continued thoughts and 

prayers prior to, during, and after my hip surgery. The surgery went well without 

any complications. The doctors informed me that the rehabilitation process will 

take longer than they originally predicted, but I know that with the strength of 

God’s healing power behind me, and through the power of prayer, he will lead me 

to a strong recovery. “For I will restore Health to you, and heal you of your 

wounds,” says the Lord. –Jeremiah 30:17. Please continue to pray for my recov-

ery, and I look forward to seeing you all this holiday season.   

 

                 Kevin+ 
II Timothy 1:11  

A BIG THANK YOU FROM FATHER KEVIN 
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SJD IN THE PRESS! 

SJD ONLINE! 
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