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KEVIN’S KERYGMA by Fr. Kevin Warner  

 

January, 2020 

Then the people of Israel, celebrated the dedication of the house of 
God with joy.              [Ezra 6:14-22] 

As we look back on 2019 we have much to celebrate. While the completion of the 
Banner Building pales in comparison to the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem, it 
remains an achievement that was, like the temple, envisioned by God’s people and 
accomplished with His grace.  

About 5 years ago, after the sale of the Ruskin property we began seeking God’s will 
for SJD and how best to use the proceeds. The original two-fold reason for the move 
to our current location was still intact: provide easier access for our senior members  

while tapping the surge of development along the 301 corridor in Wimauma, Riverview, Balm and beyond. 
The original plan included a second, larger building than what we occupy and there was no space to host pro-
gramming for children, youth and even our own population found the current lack of space untenable. More 
space was needed. 

Because we entered this process prayerfully, seeking His will throughout, we were blessed with a second in-
flux of money with SJD being recipients in the disposition of two estates. This allowed us, on the completion 
of the building, to move aggressively toward the third goal we had set for ourselves. Thus, with God’s sup-
port and the completion of the building we were able to check off the third piece of the vision: 

 Immediately:  Move offices, vesting/choir room into Annex. 

 1 month:  Remodel classroom and convert current vesting room into 1st class Nursery. 

 3 – 6 months:  Hire “Family Life Minister”. Full-time priest to manage expected growth of younger 
family demographic. 

• 3 years:  Move through Transitional Size and become a large Program Size church. For an explanation 
 of Church Size theory see https://www.ecfvp.org/uploads/tools/files/    
 Overview_of_Church_Size_Theory1.pdf 

•  5 years:  Begin planting satellite locations throughout South Shore. Perhaps one a year for a few 
 years. 

A few years ago, I would have said the hardest part would be funding the Family Life Minister as a full-time 
priest. Miraculously we received bequests in time to get the right person, just as he was graduating from 
seminary. I know we all agree how blessed we are to have Fr. David, Nadine and their kids as part of the SJD 
family. Now I believe the biggest challenge will be moving into being a Program Size church that becomes 
large enough to retain all our staff once our miracle money is used up.  

                Continue on next page 
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Why a challenge? First, is the simple fact that change, even good change is difficult. It requires effort on all 
concerned. Doing things differently, especially in parishes where the “7 Last Words” are always: “We’ve nev-
er done it that way before!” Add to that, few Episcopalians have experience with churches of any size. Nine-
ty percent of all Episcopal congregations have fewer than 150 worshipping on a Sunday, and eighty percent 
have less than 100. SJD already is in the top 7% of Episcopal parishes in the country in attendance so many of 
our members are unfamiliar with how a larger church operates. That said, what do we need to do differently 
in 2020? 

While there many answers to that question I will focus only on two. First, in order to get larger, we must get 
smaller. By that I mean our connection to the church begins to be focused in and through smaller groups 
than our Sunday morning worship service. SJD needs to be a place where, like the bar in the old TV show 
Cheers, “Everyone knows your name.” Obviously, that is not possible in a church of our size, however, if each 
of us belongs to a small group there should be at least 10 or 12 people who know our name and more. Larg-
er churches depend on small groups as avenues of education, ministry and pastoral care. Through small 
groups no one is lost as any absence is immediately noticed where it might not be on Sunday morning. 

Small groups can be Bible studies, Cursillo groupings, ministry groups (choir, altar guild) or very intentionally 
designed “Small Groups.” These groups allow an intimacy that is not possible in larger groups and deep fel-
lowship. Having people know you and offer prayers when needed results in a peace that being alone, even in 
a crowd, cannot equal. I am looking for people who would be willing to host a small group, preferably in 
their home, and others who would be willing to facilitate them. Please let me know directly if you are inter-
ested. 

The second important change necessary in 2020 is the redistribution of ministry. That is to say, ministry must 
be shared and pushed out from the staff and other lay leaders who are currently involved. This requires 
change on the part of leaders as they must find and develop others to be a part of the ministry team. There 
can be no place for “Ministry Hogs” who claim a specific role as “theirs” and, even though it is often easier to 
do it yourself than train someone, others must be brought into leadership. At least 25% of all people who 
join a church want to be in leadership. If they are not allowed, they will eventually wander off to another 
church that will give them a chance. 

2020 will be a very important year in the life of SJD. I will be helping start a new small group in SCC over in 
the Renaissance area in January and we will be publishing a list of available groups with sign-ups in the par-
ish hall. Please consider joining or helping birth a new small group as we continue to live into God’s vision for 
SJD. 

Blessings! 

Kevin+ 
II Timothy 1:11 

 



3 

WORDS OF WISDOM 

We often fear the wrong things.  That is important to remember, I think, as we 

begin a new year. 

When difficulties and persecutions come, the common response is to seek a 

way out, following this or that prophet.  Rejecting sacrificial devotion to God 

isn’t difficult to do.  But then, the person who gets caught up in this loses eve-

rything because that selfishness destroys one’s own usefulness.  It destroys 

one’s life.  You can’t turn back; not a single minute can be relived. 

Otherwise happy people sometime feel long periods of depression.  For some, it becomes an almost continu-

ous feeling of melancholy.  Early-morning downcast feelings cause subsequent headaches, stomach pains and 

worse.  And it’s strange -  many experiencing such feelings will tell you they have no apparent reason to feel 

low. 

Jesus said, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  Yet none of them will fall to the ground apart from your 

father.” (Matthew 10:29)  We will be “in charge” this year but have we forgotten who is really in control?  

Have we forgotten He cares for us enough to number the hairs of our heads – that this mighty God who sees 

the sparrow fall cares for us even more? 

So, what’s the answer?  Keep busy, not just physically, but mentally as well.  Don’t let the mind dwell on 

negatives; you will begin to reproduce the very images of the things you don’t want.  Reach out to people and 

encourage them to reach out to you.  Allow the praise of God to drown your fears. 

 

                                                            Father Lee  

THRIVENT LEGACY EVENT 
  

Please join us for: 

Your Legacy: Family, Church and Charity,  

at 12:00 PM on Saturday, Jan 18th 

Leaving a legacy means sharing your blessings with others. It means passing down your time, 
talents and treasures to the people and causes you care about. We have options, ideas and re-
sources to help you make their futures stronger, brighter and more secure.  

Having a strong estate plan in place can help ensure you leave a legacy for those you care 
about most. 

Whether it's an inheritance for your children, an endowment for your alma mater or a donation 
to your church or favorite charity, we can help you plan your estate and build a legacy you'll 
be proud of.. 

  

https://www.thrivent.com/
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   “The Good News” 

20+C+M+B+20 

The Feast of the Epiphany is the commemoration of the Church that celebrates the revelation of God 

Incarnate as Jesus Christ. It is also the arrival of the Magi (Three Kings) and marks the end of the Christmas 
Season. There are many customs world-wide that Christians use to mark the Feast of the Epiphany. Chris-
tians in Greece and the Greek diaspora throughout the World participate in the “Dive for the Cross.” Local-

ly, St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in Tarpon Springs has, for the past 112 years, thrown a plain white 
cross into Spring Bayou and boys in good standing with the Church dive to the bottom of the bayou for a 
chance to find it. Tradition says, the one who comes up clutching the cross will be rewarded with a year of 

blessings. 

While Anglicans/Episcopalians are usually up for a party, for some reason going for a swim in January 

just never caught on. We do however have an Epiphany custom that everyone can participate in, without get-

ting wet. “Chalking the door” is a tradition used by many Christians (primarily Roman Catholics, Anglicans, 

and some Methodists and Lutherans) to mark their homes and ask for God’s blessings. The biblical precedent 

of chalking the door comes from the Israelites in the Old Testament marking their doors in order for God to 

save them. Likewise, the modern practice of chalking the door serves to ask God to protect Christian homes 

from evil and also represents the hospitality of the Holy Family to the Magi. It also serves as a house blessing 

to invite the presence of God.   

The inscription atop this article 20+C+M+B+20 is the traditional pattern inscribed on the lintel above 

the front door of homes that practice this tradition. The numbers refer to the calendar year, in this case 2020. 

The crosses represent Christ and the letters “C”, “M”, and “B” have a twofold meaning. First, C, M, and B are 

the initials for the traditional names of the Magi (Casper, Melchior, and Balthasar), who came to worship the 

newborn King. Second, they are also an abbreviation of the Latin blessing Christus mansionem benedicat, 

which translates May Christ bless this house.  

Please join us Jan. 6th at 5:30pm and celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany with a potluck dinner and Ho-

ly Eucharist where we will bless the chalk so you can participate in the celebration of the Incarnation of God 

and ask for His blessing for the coming year! 

 

Epiphany Blessings,  

Fr. David+ 
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Dear Friends: 

For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

These words were written by the prophet Isaiah more than 700 years before the birth of Jesus. A further con-
firmation that the bible is God’s true word.  

I do trust that the past holiday season provided you with much joy and relaxation, and an opportunity to meet 

with friends and family as you celebrated the birth of Christ. 

As the new year begins, now is a good time to take a moment and reflect on the year past and if possible, take 

a spiritual inventory. We could start by asking ourselves a few questions: 

What is God doing right now in my life that I am thankful for? 

What do I need to talk to God about? 

What am I grateful for? 

Am I resisting or quenching the spirit in any way? 

What am I neglecting to do that I know is right?  

When we are able to take this fearless inventory of our hearts, we are able to discover what separates a liberat-

ed life from one that is stagnant or going backwards.    

In God’s Grace and Peace, 

Aubrey V. Thompson 
Head Verger 

ALPHA IS COMING BACK—Wednesdays beginning January 15th  

Part of the Alpha program is that we provide a meal, in our case, it is dinner.  We are looking 

for someone that loves to shop.  If you can help shop for food for the meals please call Sha-

ron Bakay or the church office asap.  We will also need volunteers to help prepare 

and serve the meals. No clean up is required.  If you can pick an evening that you 

could help out, it would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact the church office 

for more information. 

JOIN US FOR EPIPHANY 
MONDAY, JANUARY 6th 

5:30 p.m. Italian Pot-luck Dinner 

6:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist   

Sharon Bakay will make spaghetti for everyone 

We are asking that you bring a side dish or any other Italian dish 

Don’t forget desserts 
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A NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY  

IS COMING TO SJD 

As you may know, we are going to have a new church 
directory.  Lifetouch has a few new items for us that I 
find very exciting.  For everyone that gets a photo taken 
you will receive a color directory, in addition to this, 
once a year for 4 years they will update the directory for 
free, if we have 15 new members, and everyone will get 

a new copy.  Photography dates for our upcoming directory event is fast ap-
proaching. Sessions will be Jan 23rd, 24th, & 25th.  With a goal of 100%, we need 
all families to sign up. Our directory will allow us to connect names and faces 
and stay connected. Photography times are still available. 
 
Every family will receive a free 8x10 portrait and will have the opportunity to 
purchase additional portraits. Price sheets are available in the parish hall.  You 
will also reeceive a $10 off coupon a check-in and for Military, First Responders 
or 60+ years old, will receive 20% off your entire order.  In addition to this SJD 
will receive a portion of all proceeds.  
 
There are several ways for you to sign up for your photo session. The easiest 
way for you to sign up is online by going to our web site; stjohndivine.com and 
clicking on the link provided, or go to our Facebook account and click on the 
link there it will only take about 3 minutes. (If you have problems with this link 
please call the church office.) I have also put signup sheets on the counter in the 
parish hall for your use or you can stop by our photo table in the parish hall and 
let Karen Stapleton help you schedule your appoint-
ment.  If none of these options are good for you, 
please call the church office and Candy will be able 
to help you get an appointment.  
  
I am also still in need of some volunteers to help  
check folks in when they come for their appoint-
ments.  We only need 2 hours of your time.  If you 
can help out, I would be so appreciative.  Please call the church office to get on 
the schedule.   
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Ramblings of an Over-Caffeinated, Sleep Deprived Millennial 

Hello Everyone!  Below are some updates from the AV ministry. 

• Thank You to the AV Booth Volunteers – Thank you to the volunteers for helping 

with the Thanksgiving Eve, Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day services!  These 

events could not go as smoothly without you.  Because of your hard work, we 

were able to Live Stream these services for anyone who could not make it to the 

church.  Thank you so much for your hard work and for taking the time to help 

during the holidays! 

• Upgrading the Booth – In case you did not see my article for December (please feel free to read it on 

our website under Media) we are looking to upgrade the AV Booth!  We are focused on video up-

grades with getting new cameras, projectors, and projector screens.  This Project is a major undertak-

ing that needs support from you.  The major issue is the financial burden of the project.  To give a little 

more of an idea of the cost of this project, a single camera is estimated at $2250 on the low end.  We 

plan to get three, with hopes of a fourth.  This is just the camera, we also need equipment to operate 

them and to pull their feeds, and to pay for them to be installed.  The cost for this project is around 

$60,000 and we already have a donation of $5,000.  We are hoping to start in 2020 to help improve 

our offerings for current members and interested people.   

• Missed a Service?  Watch the Recording! – We hope that you all enjoyed the Services and if you missed 

a few you can watch the recordings!  Visit our YouTube Page at St. John Divine SCC and watch them 

there!  One of the many benefits of Live Streaming is we get to keep the final product as a video on our 

YouTube channel.  So, feel free to watch the videos if you missed the services or their Live Stream. 

• Live Stream Workshop – I have received numerous questions about how to access the Live Stream.  To 

help with this concern I’m going to put a workshop together for anyone interested.  I see us having this 

workshop in February, after the annual meeting. 

I hope this information has been useful, feel free to contact me if you have questions. 

 

Thank you all, 

Tristan M. Warner 

Media & Tech Specialist  
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Women of St John Divine Fall Festival 2019 

 

The Women of St John Divine are pleased that our Fall Festival was a great suc-

cess in spite of the cool and breezy day.  

We changed things up a bit and everyone was pleased with the results. We had vendors/crafters 

inside and outside. We had a variety of talented people who created pottery, homemade towels, 

jewelry, Christmas ornaments and wreaths, artists, homemade stationary and cards and quilt mak-

ers just to name a few.  

Of course Lena Rose was at her Baked Goods table, Chinese Auction with Baskets created by Sha-

ron Bakay were plentiful, Attic Treasures manned by Yoniece Miller, and Diane Hernaez displayed 

your donated jewelry. We added a plant table this year and of course Jean Brown’s Rice Pilaf sold 

out almost immediately. Our lunch of hot dog and chili dog combos were served by MSJD led by 

Dan Cardillo. Yum! Christmas music filled the air, thanks to Tristan Warner and smiles were every-

where. Each table leader had volunteer members, too numerous to list. You know who you are and 

we sincerely appreciate your time and assistance.  

The Fall Festival raised monies for our outreach program for the Lord’s Lighthouse, SJD Youth Min-

istry and Miracles Outreach. A donation was also given to SJD.  

Special thanks goes to the Fall Festival Committee Members, Lena Rose, Jackie Winder, Joyce 

Fisher, Carrie VanGelder, Sharon Bakay, Yoniece Miller, Diane Hernaez, Jean Brown and an extra 

special thanks goes to the Men of St John Divine for helping us set up and take down and be our 

chefs of the day. 

If you didn’t attend, you missed a fun filled day of food, gifts, and fellowship. So mark your calendars 

now for November 14
th
, 2020 where we hope to have a bigger and better Fall Festival. Hope you 

can join us. 

Blessings, 

Cher Cerebe 

Team Leader 

 THE ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE  

will be Friday, Jan. 31st and Saturday, Feb. 1st. This is al-
ways a great fund raiser for our church’s community out-

reach sponsored by the WSJD.  The pod will be here on 
Tuesday, Jan 7th and it will be open Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays from 10-2…no large desks, large T.Vs, sleep-
er couches, large couches, please. Also, make certain your 

donations are clean and in good condition. Any questions?  

Call Jackie Winder @ 813- 633-3198 or  

Carol Drummond @ 518-248-6988. 
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JANUARY IS TURNING POINT 
Turning Points provides a remarkable variety of free services designed to assist individuals and families on 

their path to financial stability and independence. Turning Points is the one stop shop for preventing and 

ending homelessness in our community. We provide day resource services (such as hot showers, laundry 

services, clothing, food), employment services, rental and utility assistance, veteran’s ser-

vices (employment, housing and childcare), and free medical and dental care for the uninsured and underin-

sured. Over 10,000 people received help last year with critical services targeted to the essential needs of 

people in crisis. Turning Points can only provide this high standard of service because of our caring, com-

passionate volunteers and strong community support. Join us on Sunday, January 19th to learn more about 

Turning Point and how you can. 

DECEMBER OUTREACH REPORTS 
YOU MAKE GOD SMILE!! 

Can you imagine what it is to be 12-17yrs. old and be separated from family because of vio-
lence at home., or worse, kidnapped and forced into human trafficking?? Now it is Christmas 
time..A time many celebrate the coming of Jesus, a time many celebrate with loved ones, 
sharing time and gifts. You have helped Miracles House show that there are many who care 
and provide gifts under the tree. Three years ago we provided an artificial tree and  orna-
ments, as well as cookie dough, etc for making cookies and of course gifts w/names tags for 
each of the girls in the house....This year we provided gifts for the original house (5 girls), 
plus 17 girls in the new home..WOW...can you feel Gods' Smile..??You provided gifts as well 
as gift cards, candy, cookies and other goodies. You helped to make 22 young girls and wom-
en Smile this Christmas. You told them" They Matter.." 
 

Can you feel Gods' SMILE..???Blessings to you. 

Thank You and Merry Blessed Christmas, 

Isabel DeTringo  

My first mission visit to South Sudan was in 2004 and I went without any knowledge of Su-
dan other then it was dangerous, and God made me go! God gave me a dream that emphases 
'Light' of Christ' and told me to share it with His people in South Sudan. I fell in love with the 
people who loved Jesus and were willing to die for Him.  I returned in 2005 w/crosses, bibles 
and medicines, etc. Gods' light does shine in South Sudan and you helped make that 
'light'  brighter by your heartfelt generosity. We sent $1105.00 to South Sudan this week. 

Thank you and Bless you. May Gods' 'light' shine upon you.. 

I've said it before..I'll say it again.. 

You make me Smile!! 
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I’m sorry for your loss.  Let me know if there is anything I can do.” 
“My thoughts and prayers.  Please let me know if I can help.” 
 
There IS something you can do.  A good friend, a member of your church family has just passed away and here is a way YOU can 
help.  Become a “friend” of Compassionate Friends! 
 
Compassionate Friends is a ministry within our church.  This ministry serves to put on the receptions that follow the funeral and /
or memorial services of fellow parishioners.  It has a long history at St John the Divine and is a wonderful way of providing a venue 
of food and compassionate fellowship for family and friends of a beloved member of our parish.  And, it needs your support.  
 
Deaths seem to come in clumps or we can go months without a one but all are unscheduled.  The truth is that they come and the 
living are here with their talents and time to enable a service to provide a fitting send-off for the deceased and compassionate 
support for his/her family.  To provide that service there is the clergy, the lay ministers, the organist, the flower guild, the altar 
guild and Compassionate Friends.  All are integral and all need members who can be relied upon to be available when those un-
scheduled events occur.  And, Compassionate Friends needs you as a member. 
 
We are looking for help with set up, serving and clean-up for the receptions.  With Candy as event coordinator some of the tasks 
have been moved over to her, the most important being the ordering of a basic quantity of food.  Members of the church who 
would like to continue to bring additional dishes to serve are most welcome to continue to do so.  We’d like to set up “teams” of 4
-6 people who will be available to serve at any funeral/memorial services that might occur during a month’s time. If we have 
enough volunteers, you might only need to be available for one month a year.  If you choose to serve more often you can sign up 
for additional months.  The only caveat would be that your plans during that month remain flexible so if a service should be 
planned you would be available. 
 
Sign up sheets are available in the Fellowship Hall or please contact me.  I would hope to have an organizational meeting in early 
February.  Please prayerfully consider your role in this ministry! 
 
Blessings, 
Wendy Smith 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAY 

1/2 Richard  Gingrich  
1/2 Michelle Grady  
1/2 Kim Sessoms  
1/4 Linda Burmeister  
1/5 Linda Barnum  
1/5 Hilda Knight  
1/5 Mary Lane Kullmann  
1/7 Hal Drury  
1/7 Daniel Gifford  
1/7 Emma Madigan  
1/8 Frances Doyle  
1/8 Susie Howell  
1/10 Peyton Espinoza  
1/11 Denyse Naylor  
1/12 Pat Lieble  
1/13 Erwina Wright  
1/14 Pat Csintyan  
1/14 Judy Thompson 
1/15 Jennie Lamp  
1/16 Chet Budziak  
1/16 Steve Csintyan  
1/16 Kathy Thomas  
1/16 Armand Villemaire  
1/18 Frank Ray  
1/19 Sue Warner  
1/20 Diane Wiggins  
1/22 Tanner Detweiler  
1/23 Yvonne Clarke  
1/23 Bette Reithoffer  
1/23 Lynn Selke  
1/24 Ryan Pieper  
1/28 Maryln Cordle  
1/29 Dee Ayers  
1/29 Magda Bell  
1/29 Peggy Kleven  
1/30 Karen Stapleton  
1/31 Berne Clary  
1/31    Joe Alfred 
1/31 Paulette Diehl  

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 15th   Paul & Nancy Wieiss 

 17th  Rev. Harry & Jackie Benter 

 



12 

St John Divine Episcopal Church 1015 E. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City Center, FL 33573 

Vestry 
Curt Arp 

Aubrey Thompson 
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Joan Frankel, Organist & Choir Director 
Tristan Warner, Media Specialist 
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