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KEVIN’S KERYGMA by Fr. Kevin Warner  

 

September, 2019 

Walls or Welcome 
The humorist, Dave Barry asks the question: "Why is it that people who want to tell you 
about their religion never want to hear about yours?" I think about that every time we 
offer the Alpha Course. As Christians we often are unaware of the walls we put up to 
keep people out of “our club” when our expressed desire is to be agents of welcome. 
The Alpha Course is the best way to remedy three problems we, as Christians, have 
when trying to encourage people new to the faith, and/or encourage those who are 
already Christians.   
 

First, many of us are guilty of a narrow focus. We are only interested in getting people 
to join “our parish” instead of the proper focus: spreading God’s heavenly kingdom 
here on earth. When we pray “thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” we need to 
remember that God’s kingdom encompasses more than just Episcopalians who live in 
South Shore.  

Second, Christians have an inside language that they assume everyone knows. Our ecclesiastical code words might 
not be understood by all. “Saved, atonement, heaven, Savior, etc.” are all words that many people have no refer-
ence for and nod politely when they are used. One Alpha Course I offered had a woman from China. She had never 
heard of Jesus, Christmas or the word prayer. She accepted Jesus as her Savior and then, at our session on prayer, 
she told us of how she talked to God and asked if that constituted prayer! What a joy it was to have her as she asked 
questions that many others wanted to ask but were afraid. 
 

The Alpha Course does not take any knowledge for granted. Fundamental questions like “Who is Jesus” and “Why 
Did He Die?” along with “How do I Pray” and “How do I Read the Bible?” are among the many topics covered. Even 
though it may seem like a basic course I have had many life-long Christians express their appreciation for the fresh 
approach to faith offered in the talks. 
 

Finally, the third obstacle is reflected in Barry’s quote; we don’t listen. With our best intentions we often try to help 
people “get it right” without listening to them and, sometimes, discovering a new idea or way of approaching faith. 
Sufficiently self-assured, we seasoned Christians are not as good at listening as we are proclaiming the truth of the 
Lord. The problem is, no one cares what you know until they know you care. 
 

The design of the small groups after the video is to create an environment free of judgement and instead, provide an 
open atmosphere of respect for all opinions and encourage the guests to explore faith questions without providing 
pat answers. I rarely lead a group as it is difficult for me, as a priest, to keep my mouth shut and let the guests grap-
ple with the topic of the evening.  
 

My hope and prayer is that all of you will take the time and join us this fall for the Alpha Course. If you have already 
taken the course, please join us in welcoming this year’s guests. Give me a call to find out how you can help. 
 

Information can be found elsewhere in this newsletter about when and where the course is being offered this fall. 
Join us and help bring God’s kingdom closer to all! 
 
 

Blessings! 

Kevin+ 
II Timothy 1:11 
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LADIES
Tea Party* 

with Nadine

COMING SOON!
Saturday, September 14th

at 2:00 p.m.  

Sign up sheet in the parish hall, 
NO presents, just your presence.
You can bring a non-parishable

food item for the Lords 
Lighthouse

*Hats and White Gloves Optional

INVITE A FRIEND!  REGISTER NOW!  

IT ALL BEGINS WITH  

  
  

Monday, September 9 at 6:00 PM at St. John Divine  
Includes light meal, video presentation, and small group discussion  

  

Thursday, September 12 at 12:00 PM at Redeemer Lutheran Church  
Includes lunch, video presentation, and small group discussion  

  

Alpha is an 11 session course that investigates the claims of Christ, the relevance of the Bible and 

much, much more in a relaxed, small group setting.  Alpha is the place to start for anyone curious 

about Christianity or those new to the congregation.  Come on Sept 9 or 12 and check it out; if it’s 

not your cup of tea there is no obligation to return.  Alpha is open to the community and anyone in-

terested in learning more about Christianity.  

To register for St. John Divine, call the office at 813-633-3970, email us at  

sjd-office@stjohndivine.com  or visit website at www.stjohndivine.com  

To register for Redeemer, call the office at 813.634-1292 
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Show Your Creative Side! 
 

The Flower Guild needs you!  Two members have been ill, one has moved away, and two are snowbirds: we are 
short two complete teams.  
 

When we have four teams of two, each team serves only once each month. Flowers for Sunday are arranged  at 1:00 
p m on Saturday.  When there are five Saturdays in a month, the fifth Saturday is reserved for individual training. 
 

Summer is a wonderful time to try something new. Being a member of  the Flower Guild is a fun, rewarding ministry 
and a great way to create lasting friendships.  We invite both men and women to join us! 
 

Call or text Yoniece Miller at 941-545-8132 or email to: yoniece@yahoo.com 

Note: The Flower Guild needs bud vases and quart-size vases for sending flowers to those who cannot attend 
church. 

Yoniece Miller 

I have, in my home office, a framed first day of issue envelope and stamp.  It is 

postmarked from Washington D.C. on September 30, 1952 and marks the 

500th anniversary of the first book printed from movable type, the Holy Bible, 

by Johann Gutenberg. 

Johann Gutenberg, who invented the printing press, died in obscurity.  His in-

vention would lift the written word from monastery to movable type and mass 

produce copies of the Holy Bible.  Gutenberg, however, did not enjoy the fruits 

of his labor because of the involvement of Johann Fust.  Gutenberg had gone 

to Fust for a loan to develop his system of printing.  Fust set himself up as 

printer, five years later after foreclosing on the loan, and made a fortune.   

We sigh with sadness at recollection of individuals who have been taken advantage of by others.  Let’s re-

member the opposite is also true – there are many who haven’t taken advantage of their own opportuni-

ties.   

Such could have been the case with Jesus and the blind man from Bethsaida. (see Mark 8:23-26)  When the 

blind man could see, but not clearly, he could have been satisfied or he could have given up.  I believe it was 

his faith-filled desire for Jesus to touch him again that brought that second touch.  This time, he saw clearly. 

Our communication with the Lord must be constant.  We, at SJD know we are blessed but will need extra 

strength to meet tasks ahead.  Let’s ask the Lord for that second touch! 

                                                                                Father Lee  + 

mailto:yoniece@yahoo.com
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                                       “The Good News” 

 

  

 Many of you may have heard me comment that we are “rebranding” the 9:15 service this year as “Worship For All Ages.” 
I’m sure many of you are thinking, “what is that?” “Worship For All Ages” is worship that seeks to value equally people of all ages. 
This is a service that intentionally considers the needs of diverse ages in worship and the accessibility of full participation of differ-
ent generations. 1  What Worship For All Ages is not, is a “kid’s service.” Children’s worship services are created with only children 
in mind. Worship For All Ages is designed to provide an experience that allows God’s children of all ages to participate all at the 
same time.  

 

There are several common traits of congregations that practice worship for all ages. “Intentionality” is the primary trait. 

These congregations are intentional in the decisions made regarding worship, in order to make worship accessible to people of all 

ages and developmental abilities.  Full participation is vital to this type of worship experience. Trying to find ways to extend leader-

ship invitations to as many people as possible and being deliberate about including a variety of generations is a good way to pro-

mote full participation in worship.  

Parents are often concerned that their children will be “too loud” in church. Yet, from sneezes and coughs to dropped 

hymnals, churches are full of sounds. At any given service you might hear the beeping of someone’s hearing aid running out of 

batteries, the whoosh of an oxygen tank as someone breathes, or the clunk of a kneeler falling down. Like adults, children too cre-

ate sounds. Whether it is laughter, crying, “whispers,” shuffling paper, or dropping crayons, the presence of children in worship is a 

reality. Churches practicing intergenerational worship acknowledge that while this may be a  challenge, they also remind them-

selves that the gift of being together in worship outweighs the inconvenience of such.  

Reflection and responsiveness are also traits that are important when offering worship for all ages. This reflection can take 

place in a variety of ways. Reflection of the week’s worship offerings are always discussed at the weekly staff meeting and I invite 

all of you to share your observations with me.  

We are all created in the image of God (imago dei), we do not grow into the imago dei, nor do we outgrow it. What better 

way for our worship to reflect the fullness of God’s image than to have that image, in its fullness, participating and worshipping 

together, all at the same time.  

Blessings, 

Fr. David+ 

Then little bubble children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke 

sternly to those who brought them; but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as 

these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”  

Matthew 19:13-14  

 

1Allred, Sarah. Building Faith article  
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New member sunday 
New Member Sunday was celebrated at St. John Divine on Sunday, August 18, 2019.   

New members include: 
           Reba Goeney                                            Linda Floyd,     Nancy MacDonald. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Member Sunday, previously celebrated on the fourth Sunday of the month, has been rescheduled to 
the third Sunday of the month.  This has been done so that Revelations articles and pictures regarding the 
event could appear in the church newsletter in a timely manner. 
 

We hope you all will get a chance to welcome  our new members soon!  Thank you, Lord, for showing them 
the way to St. John Divine! 
      In Christ’s Love, 
      Brooke and Joel Taliaferro and the Welcome Ministry Members 

 

St. Johns historic connection with the Interfaith Council of Sun City Center  

The Interfaith Council was formed  in the early 1970’s by three churches offering financial assistance to local resi-
dents.  To raise funds, the Nearly New Shop was launched in Wimauma. St. John’s Dorothy Rich was one of the early 
volunteers and served on the Council and in the shop for many years. 

 Over the following years more church members joined with Dorothy and volunteers from eight other houses of wor-
ship, to make a difference in the lives of our community.   

By 2001 the local community and the generous donations had expanded  so much the Nearly New Shop relocated to 
its present position in the rear of the Sun City Center Plaza. 

To date revenues of more than 4 million dollars have supported scholarships to college-bound students enrolled in 
East Bay and Lennard High Schools; and grants supporting projects developed by local schools and charitable organi-
zations, such as Beth-El, My Warrior’s Place, Mary Petro Fund, Friends of Joshua House and many others.  Our service 
area is south of the Alafia River, to the southern Hillsborough County line, west to Tampa Bay and east to the county 
line. 

We are looking for additional members from St. John to carry on the tradition set by Dorothy Rich and many countless 
members, to enhance the lives of our community.  Council meetings are the 4th Monday of each month at either 2 
p.m. or 7 p.m. for approximately one hour.   

Each month a different house of worship hosts the meeting.  September, St. John hosts the meeting on Monday 23rd 
at 2 p.m.  Come join us for refreshments, fellowship and guest speakers who let us know how the grants have helped 
their organization and members. 

Cher Cerebe             284-6187  ccerebe@verizon.net 
Barbara Marafiote  642-8133   bwmarafiote@gmail.com 
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   August Outreach Update 

Back to School 

Thank you for the support you have shown to our schools.  Father David, Sharon Bakay, Linda 

Barnum and Tristan Warner were able to deliver over 180 backpacks and supplies to the ele-

mentary schools in Ruskin and Wimauma.  There were approximately 8 other volunteers that 

spend the better part of a morning putting the supplies and backpacks together to be ready 

for delivery.  We want to thank everyone who brought items in, or donated money to the 

program.  We are sure the children and parents appreciated everything. 

 

 
 

    

  Altar Guild: The Behind the Scenes Ministry 
    

Altar Guild members are the quiet strength of a church, the strong support that enables the people 

of God to worship in beauty and holiness.  

This month, as we go back to three services on Sunday, the Altar Guild will be ready to ensure that 

our house of worship is serene and provides a holy welcome to all who enter our doors.  

To prepare for each service the Altar Guild is split up into three teams according to their service: 

8:00am, 9:15am and 11:00am. Each service is different in set up: different Rite, hymns, and sacred 

vessels. Each Saturday members from each team are scheduled to prepare the Altar for the Sun-

day services. By working together, each member becomes familiar with each service, saving time 

in the overall set up and seize the opportunity to get better acquainted with each other. We also 

have a special member who prepares for our Wednesday healing service.  

You can tell who your Altar Guild members are by the pin they wear proudly every Sunday.  

 

 “Remember our liturgy can’t take place without the Altar Guild. It is a blessing to serve the Lord in 

this way. Give thanks often for this privilege.” 

Sarah Hill, Pres, North Florida 

 

Blessings, 
Cher J. Cerebe 
Altar Guild Directress 
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Junior Warden View Sept. ‘19 

Well here we are again.  And this time I am straying a bit (being windy a bit) from my 

usual tilted behavior.  Now as Junior Warden, basically I am ‘sposed to be aware of and 

take care of our buildings and grounds. So I try to pay attention to what may need to be 

done, how, and when.  So I got to thinking this is a good thing to do especially if we 

might end up in a hurricane. You know P-L-A-N !   I found an article to post that all y’all 

should read and make yourself aware. I know you’ll be glad you did. 

This is the time of year when Hurricanes are more likely to occur.  Even if one hits our community and does minimal 

damage, there may be the inconvenience of no power.  The streets may be closed due to trees or downed power 

lines.  Grocery and drug stores may close due to lack of power. 

First, you should assess whether to stay or go and this decision will depend on several factors.   What are your medi-

cal needs and health?  What about your spouse? Will your stress level allow you to stay?  I have seen many people 

stay, but the closer the storm got, the more they felt the need to evacuate.  Please remember if you wait too long, 

there will be many challenges:  gas, food and lodging will become scarcer as time goes on. You will also find that 

traffic will resemble a large city rush hour, where patience and courtesy will be rare.  I have always thought that 

waiting until 48 hours prior to the event is too late to leave. 

Make sure you take medications, clothes, money, food, cash and credit cards. And please take supplies for your pet 

as well. 

If you are staying in your home, get the necessary supplies for your family.  Remove all loose items – lawn chairs and 

patio furniture, etc., from around your home as they will become airborne objects that could break a window.   

There are a couple of parts to a storm:  first, you have the leading edge.  This will bring huge gusts of wind and driving 

rain. This will go away and the eye of the storm will bring absolute calm and the sun will shine.  Don’t be fooled it’s 

not over, then the trailing edge will begin.  This will bring high winds and driving rain again. 

The next part is very crucial.  Let your family OR A FRIEND know what you are doing. Make sure someone knows your 

plan.  Shelter or stay at home? Everyone has to assess their own situation. Whether medical issues or your tolerance 

of fear are the issue, please make a decision the best you can.  If you decide on a shelter, and every resident has the 

right to this, here are a few things you should expect: 

·         Limited privacy because you are now with several hundred of your new best friends. 

·         Bring food and bedding.  They may provide some food but don’t plan on it. 

·         They have a right to send you to another shelter if that one is at capacity. 

·         When the event is over they want you out.  

·         No pets are allowed except for approved pet shelters. 

 
Till Next time… 

GOD Bless 

Greg 

 

 

Did you find my secret word somewhere in this newsletter? If you did, email sjd-office@stjohndivine.com the word, and where 

you found it, for a chance to win a $25 Walmart Gift Card.  Shhhhh don’t tell your friends you found it, or where, see if they can 

find it.  Winner will be posted in October’s Newsletter. 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY 

9/1 Barbara Sirois 
9/2 Connie  Keister 
9/3 Tom Winder 
9/3 James Ray 
9/3 Susan Wilder 
9/3 John Howell 
9/4 Jack Phillips 
9/4 Deb Risner 
9/5 Gladys Moore 
9/8 Iva Patterson 
9/9 Vera Crooms 
9/9 John Howell 
9/9 Carol Fahnestock 
9/10 Linda Jeker 
9/12 Art Nardi 
9/13 Vince Robbio 
9/15 Joyce Fisher 
9/15 Barbara Baker 
9/16 Robert Arndt 
9/18 Sharon Pappas 
9/18 Sandra Gaudet 
9/18 Donna Lohren 
9/18 Ruth Rudolph 
9/19 Alexander Ellis 
9/19 Patrick Soja 
9/20 Diane Hernaez 
9/21 Clare Thompson 
9/23 Edward Brown 
9/23 Mary Jo Arendt 
9/23 Pauline Andrews 
9/23 Linda Floyd 
9/24 Walter Croll 
9/24 Bill McNamara 
9/25 Erica Sheibeneker 
9/25 Elizabeth Frercks 
9/26 Florence George 
9/26 Mary K Merrill 
9/27 John Frizzola 
9/27 Helen Baines 
9/27 Harry Benter 
9/29 Barbara Noone 
9/30 Jacqueline Sheehy 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 9/1/2019 Fr. Lee & Yoniece Miller 

9/6/2019 Doug & Nancy Cockerill   

9/8/2019 Matt & Kitty Steers 

9/9/2019 Al & Lynn Selke 

9/13/2019  Justin & Maureen Hill 

9/14/2019 Dick & Alyson Barrett  

9/16/2019 Gary  & Helen  Baines    

9/22/2019 Don & Joyce Fisher 
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The mission of the The Lord's Lighthouse Ministry is to help the needy in south Hillsborough 
County. Located at 5603 State Road 674, Wimauma (across from the post office), the Mission 
offers food, clothing, other essentials, and services. Services include spiritual guidance, crisis 
intervention, translation, emergency aid, and more. In addition, through the Hillsborough 
County ACCESS program, the Mission assists people in acquiring aid to which they are enti-
tled. 
 

A worship service with Sunday School is provided every Saturday at the Church of God in 
Wimauma. 

 

NEWS FROM THE LORD’S LIGHTHOUSE 
 

JESUS SAID, “IF YOU LOVE ME, FEED MY SHEEP.”  John 21:17 
 

The Lord’s Lighthouse Ministry was established on Palm Sunday, 2008, in association with St. John the Divine. The Mis-
sion provides food, clothing and other essentials for less-fortunate individuals and families in the South Shore area. 

 

Services offered include job searches, spiritual guidance, translation, crisis intervention, and more. Through the Hills-
borough County ACCESS program, The Lord’s Lighthouse helps people obtain assistance to which they are entitled.  

 

A worship service with Sunday School, followed by fellowship, is held every Saturday at The New Covenant Church in 
Wimauma. Many children and youth are ministered to and learn about Jesus.   

 

                                         CAN YOU HELP? NEEDS INCLUDE: 
 

* NONPERISHABLE FOOD such as flour (especially Maseca corn flour), tortillas, cooking oil, pinto beans, cereal, peanut 
butter, macaroni and cheese, baby food and formula 
* MONEY to buy nonperishable food and to meet people’s emergency needs 
* CLOTHING AND SHOES for men, women, and children (All clothing must be clean and in good condition) 
* Diapers 
* Personal hygiene items 
* Small household items 
* Walmart gift cards (to buy clothes and shoes for the children) 

 

You may leave your donations at The Lord’s Lighthouse area in the parish hall. Checks may be written to St. John Divine, 
designated for The Lord’s Lighthouse. The Mission, located at 5603 State Road 674, (across from the Wimauma Post 
Office) is open every Wednesday from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. To volunteer or obtain services, you may call 813-641-
7100 or 813-641-7114. 

 

DONATIONS may be left on the Outreach Table near the worship center in the parish hall. Checks 
may be made out to St. John Divine, earmarked The Lord’s Lighthouse. People who wish to volunteer 
or obtain services may call 813-641-7100 or 813-641-7114.  
The Mission is open Wednesdays from 12-4 p.m. 
 
Thank you for helping! 
 
Connie Keister 
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