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KEVIN’S KERYGMA by Fr. Kevin Warner  

 

December, 2019 

“Mary remembered all these things and thought deeply about them.”   (Luke 2:19)  

What Christmas Day memories do you have that you 

remember and think about? I remember my favorite 

gift. I think I was around 12 years old and my brother 

and I received a HO slot car track for Christmas. It 

was the best gift ever and we played with it for years, 

learning how to wire the track, maintain and repair  

the cars, and design, expand and layout new and different tracks. 

Other fond Christmas memories include Christmas pageants in which each of my sons landed 
the starring role as “Baby Jesus.” The one exception was Kyle, who had the bad luck of being 
born in July and so had outgrown the role by December. His brothers, however, were all born 
in the fall and were perfect when the time came to be wrapped in swaddling clothes. 
Other Christmas-time memories are not so happy. Our first Christmas after my dad passed, 
just a few weeks prior, was rough. A childless Christmas after our second miscarriage was a 
difficult time, and many of us see loved ones “go home” for the holidays, making this time of 
year bittersweet. 
The first Christmas and Jesus’ early years must have been full of memories for his mother 
Mary, and it is not surprising that she “kept all these things, pondering them in her heart.” 
The shepherds with their proclamation from the angels (good news), Simeon’s prophecy in 
the temple (both good and bad), the Magi and their gifts (good news) followed by their flight 
to Egypt and the slaughter of the innocents (bad news), Jesus, thought lost and then found, at 
the temple (confusing news) leaving Mary with deeply felt thoughts/emotions around her 
son. 
I think we, like Mary, are not sure what to think about Jesus. As we enter this season of Ad-
vent and prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus let us ponder in our hearts what he means 
to us. Jesus’ coming is three-fold: He has come in history; He is coming into our lives now; and 
He will come again. Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find resources to help you ponder, 
worship and receive Jesus. I have personally chosen lessons for each day in the hopes that 
your Advent season be a time of renewal as we welcome Christ’s coming, past, present and 
future. 
 

In His Love! 
Kevin+ 

II Timothy 1:11 



2 

WORDS OF WISDOM 

            A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR JESUS  

During the three Wednesdays in December, I will be pre-

senting a series of Bible exercises called  

“A Christmas Gift for Jesus.”   

I am calling them exercises because the lessons are structured to help one focus 

on the sequence of the books of the Old and New Testaments and provide an in-

stant recall for finding those books in the Bible.  No turning to the table of con-

tents during Bible Study or private devotionals.  No memorization.   

For these lessons to be effective, it is important to attend all three classes in se-

quence.  However, should you need to miss one, contact me and I will be happy 

to arrange a make-up before the next class.   

Don’t forget to bring your favorite Bible to class and join me each Wednesday at 2 

p.m. in Advent  as we put together a Christmas Gift for Jesus.   Check the calendar 

and announcements; there may also be an evening class if an interest is shown in 

one.   

                                                                           Father Lee 

SO MUCH TO BE GRATEFUL FOR… NO QUESTION, PRAYERS WORK 

From the day I was taken by ambulance from this Church in April 2017 to this very day, I 
constantly hear from members of this amazing Church who let me know I am still in their 

prayers. I just wanted to tell you all some good news!   

On November 13th of this year, I was released from Moffitt with minimal limitations.   I will go just 3 times a 
year for check ups but essentially I’m “cured”.  Obviously, God decided my work here is not yet done so with 

a grateful heart and the leukemia behind me,  I move forward  in search of ways to show my gratitude and do 
God’s work.  As Father Lee told me recently, “ just never forget who was in charge of your recovery”.  I 
promise Fr. Lee, I will never forget.  Thanks to all of you here in my Church family.  I so appreciate your 

continued support and your continued prayers.    

Barbara Gentry 
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   “The Good News” 

The office here at the church has been decidedly busier the 

past week or so. That’s not to say that any given day of the 

week there aren’t at least two meetings going on, someone fix-

ing something, or clergy discussing all manner of things. But recently it’s bumped up a notch. More 

meetings, more preparation, more discussion. Certainly, part of that is related to our seasonal resi-

dents returning to our patch of paradise as the temperatures begin to turn cold up North.  The larg-

er reason, however, is  the rapid approach of the holiday season. As I write this article Thanksgiving 

is just a week away and Christmas is only six weeks away. With the approaching holiday season, 

Churches begin the planning and execution of Thanksgiving dinners and services; changing the litur-

gies for the season of Advent; preparing Christmas pageants and Christmas services. All of this activ-

ity, and preparation, is fitting for the season of Advent.  Advent is the beginning of the Church’s li-

turgical year—it is also a time of preparation. Not just preparation for the coming Christmas season 

and the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, Advent is a time of preparation for the second com-

ing of Christ! So, in the midst of the increasing hustle and bustle during this season of Advent, how 

are you preparing for not only the Nativity of our Lord but also for his second coming?  

A few suggestions: 

1) Participate in an Advent devotional such as #Adventword (go to www.adventword.org to learn 

more). Or check out the one in this publication. 

2) Make room for some quiet time. Take a break from the parties, guests, and plans and get away, 

just for a little while. 

3) Make and light an Advent wreath  at home. The Advent wreath is a simple and easy tradition 

that helps keep the season in focus. 

4) Participate in the Reconciliation of the Penitent and/or an Examination of Conscience. There may 

be no better way to prepare your heart for the coming of Christ than to unburden it.  

5) Engage in an intentional pattern of prayer and reflection. 

If you want to know more about any of these suggestions, please feel free to get in touch with me. 

Advent blessings, 

Fr. David+ 
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Dear Friends: 

The season of Advent is almost here. As we prepare for the coming of our 

Savior, we renew our perspective, to recognize the things that are enduring 

from those that are transitory, to separate the valuable from the worthless. 

In Luke, Jesus assures us that though the earth seems permanent to us it 

will pass away. He advises us to be on guard, alert and praying, and be 

ready to stand in the presence of the Lord. Advent opens our eyes to the all-encompassing reality that Christ 

will come. If we are mindful of His teaching, we will also be aware that He always wants us to be filled with 

hope. Advent is the time for true hope. 

In our daily lives we witness the continuing violence of war, arrogance and greed. We experience the hope-

lessness of putting our trust in earthly institutions. When we become frustrated, and full of stress in our jobs 

and homes, as Christians, we are given hope in the promise that “Christ will come again.” 

Over the next few weeks as we prepare for the coming of our Lord Jesus, let us not forget that the choices 

we make shape the very reality for which we prepare. 

It is significant that as we enter this season, we are faced with the reality that Greg Diehl, our faithful Verger 

at the 8:00 a.m. service will be retiring from all altar duties. We thank Greg for all he has done these past 

years laboring in God’s vineyard.  

Fear not, for we have a capable replacement in the person of Philip Bethea. Philip, a 

cradle Episcopalian who has served in a myriad of positions at the altar, has graciously 

accepted the position of Verger and will be commissioned on December 29th.  We in-

vite you to join the congregation at the 8:00 a.m. service on the 29th as we express our 

sincerest thanks to Greg and welcome Philip to this important ministry.   

My sisters and brothers, as we prepare for the coming of our Lord Jesus, may we continue to discern 

God’s call for us, and may the hope and promise of this Advent Season be with you and your family al-

ways. 

In God’s Grace and Peace, 

Aubrey V. Thompson 
Head Verger 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 @ 2:00 P.M. 

Come listen to the word of God, sing some beautiful hymns and stay for Christmas Cookies 

This is the time to show off your favorite holiday cookies, bake up a batch or two (we will 

save left overs for Sunday morning coffee hours) and bring along with a friend or two.   
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Upgrading the Media Booth 

Hello Everyone!  Here is some information about an upcoming A/V project.  When I 

arrived at SJD, as Media Specialist, I was informed of some of the issues that were 

occurring with equipment in the AV Booth, specifically video.  Not to get too elabo-

rate, but most of the equipment we currently have is severely out-of-date with 

maintenance becoming increasingly costly.  Several things you may have noticed: the 

cameras’ image quality is subpar, and they do not function in widescreen format.  

The projectors share the same issues and because of their weak projection it can be hard to see anything 

on the screens, as they cannot stand up to the natural light in the Sanctuary.  The project that I have sub-

mitted to the Finance Committee is a hearty and expensive one.  But, one I feel will be necessary for us to 

catch up to current expectations. 

Here are comparison shots between the old camera and a new one a vendor brought in. 

                      Old                                                    New 

Notice that the old one is square, and not wide like the new one.  The image quality is not as crisp, and the 

picture appears “washed out”.  The old camera does not really pick up on shadows or depth as well as the 

new.  You may also notice our model’s shirt is a nice black using the new camera, while on the old, it is fad-

ed.  The green on the alter and pulpit is also not “popping” with the old camera.  Lastly, on the back end, 

the booth is stuck with issues working in a format that is no longer supported.  If you have watched the Live 

Stream you would notice black bars on the sides because the cameras do not support widescreen. 

We have received our first donation towards this project, but are looking for any and all help we can re-

ceive.  Our goal is to start upgrading the cameras by the first or second quarter of 2020.  With that, we will 

have better image quality for the Sanctuary, the Parish Hall monitors, and the Live Stream.  Shortly after the 

cameras, we would like to work on the projectors and their screens.  This is to improve our current struc-

tures and promote our church. 

Thank you all, 

Tristan M. Warner 
Media & Tech Specialist  
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DECEMBER IS MIRACLES OUTREACH 
The season has arrived. Probably the Happiest and most Blessed for most of us. 

Once again we will be setting up the Christmas tree with the names from 

'Miracles House', which as many of you already know, is the home we sponsor 

for young girls who were victims of Human Trafficking.  Each girl was asked to 

request 3 items they would like for Christmas. We will put the name and items 

requested on a tag and place the tags on the tree in the parish hall. Please, if you 

can, pick the tag that 'calls' to you. All gifts need to be put under the tree no later 

then Sunday, December 15th.  We will gather all the gifts and deliver them to the 

home for Christmas morning.  I know that these gifts are very much appreciated 

by the girls and the care givers at Miracles. If you have any questions, please feel 

free to call me. Gods Blessings to you all.  

Isabel DeTringo 

NOVEMBER OUTREACH REPORTS 
November found us with two Outreach programs.  One was local and one was...not so local.   

Meals on Wheels was lead by Annie Hunter.  She had her job cut out for her, but she did a 
fantastic job.  She and her fantastic team of SJD volunteers delivered food 
everyday to over 15 homes in Sun City Center and Kings Point.  Not only 
did they deliver food, but they also, visited with and prayed with, many of 
the folks that needed it.  Annie would like to thank everyone that volun-
teered to help with this program, without each and everyone of you, this 
would not have been possible. 

Our other Outreach program was South Sudan.  Isabel Detringo told us 
about the conflict there and how much the folks need our help and prayers.  With your help 
we were able to send over $600 to help those in need.   

Thank you all so much for your support of all of our Outreach Programs. 

ALPHA IS COMING BACK—Wednesdays beginning January 15th  

Part of the Alpha program is that we provide a meal, in our case, it is dinner.  We are looking for someone 

that loves to shop.  If you can help shop for food for the meals please call Sharon Bakay or the church office 

asap.  We will also need volunteers to help prepare and serve the meals. No clean up is required.  If you can 

pick an evening that you could help out, it would be greatly appreciated.  Please contact the church office for 

more information. 
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                                         CAN YOU HELP? NEEDS INCLUDE: 
 

IN DIRE NEED OF WARM CLOTHES AND BLANKETS! 
 
Also needed: 

* New or like new toys for Christmas 
 

*NONPERISHABLE FOOD such as flour (especially Maseca corn flour), tortillas, cooking oil, pinto beans,  
cereal,  peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, baby food and formula 
* MONEY to buy nonperishable food and to meet people’s emergency needs 
* CLOTHING AND SHOES for men, women, and children (All clothing must be clean and in good condi  
tion) 
* Diapers 
* Personal hygiene items 
* Small household items 
* Walmart gift cards (to buy clothes and shoes for the children) 

 
You may leave your donations at The Lord’s Lighthouse area in the parish hall. Checks may be written to St. 
John Divine, designated for The Lord’s Lighthouse.  
 
Thank you for helping! 
Connie Keister 

REPORT ON ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL HELD ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH  

The weather for the Fall Festival was misty and very chilly.  However, Cher Cerebe had done a 

wonderful job of obtaining many  vendors.  And we had Attic Treasures, “Used” Jewelry, Bas-

ket Raffle, Rice Pilaf, Bake Sale, and food, all run by our own SJD volunteers. All in all it was a 

fun day, for the vendors and for all the SJD “worker bees”.  We want to say a huge thank you 

to all of you who donated items to be sold. Monies earned will be used for Outreach and we 

will post the distribution in the next Revelations. 

OUR NEXT FUND RAISING  AND FUN EVENT  

Sponsored by the WSJD will be held  the weekend of January 31st. This is our annual Rum-

mage Sale.  The POD will be brought to the church on Tuesday, January, 7th. PLEASE DO NOT 

BRING YOUR ITEMS FOR DONATION to the church before January 7th.  We simply DO NOT 

have space for them until the POD arrives. QUESTIONS? Call Jackie Winder at 813-633-3198. 
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THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

The Advent Wreath is made of EVERGREENS, a symbol of the promise of everlasting life. They are formed 
into a CIRCLE with no beginning or end to remind us that God is eternal, has always been and ever shall be.  
FOUR CANDLES, for the four Sundays of Advent, are used, either BLUE or PURPLE in color.  Blue is the 
color of expectation and reflects the anticipation of the season.  Purple is the color of penitence, helping us re-
member to be contrite for all those behaviors and thoughts which separate us from God.  Whether blue or pur-
ple are used, on the third Sunday a ROSE candle may be used.  The rose candle represents joy creeping into 
the penitential season as we come nearer to the birth of our Lord.  A WHITE candle is added on Christmas Eve 
and the “Christ” candle represents the purity of Christ and our joy on his appearing.  Below you will find a 
simple Advent service for individuals or families built around the Advent wreath.  Please use it as part of your 
Advent spiritual discipline. 
 

A Blessing for the Home Advent Wreath 

O God, by your word all things are made holy. I/we offer this Advent wreath, which I/we ask you to 
bless.  Help me/us to use it to prepare my/our hearts for the great coming of your Son, and help me/us 
receive him into my/our hearts with joy. I/we ask this in the name of my/our beloved Savior Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
AMEN. 

A Simple Advent Service 
 

WEEK ONE 
 
The Prophets’ Candle:  The first candle lit on the Advent wreath is called the Prophet’s Candle.  It reminds us 
of the prophets who spoke of God’s word to the people during the hundreds of years before Jesus was born. 
 
Prayer:  Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in 
the time of this mortal life in which your son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last 
day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the 
life immortal; though him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
AMEN 

Scripture Readings: 

 Sun. Matt. 25:1-13 Mon. Psalm 2 Tues. 1 Thess. 2:1-12 
 Wed. Psalms 13 & 14 Thurs. Isa. 2:12-22 Fri. Luke 20:41-21:4 
 Sat. 1 Thess. 4:13-18 

WEEK TWO 
 

The Bethlehem Candle: The second candle to be lit reminds us that the baby Jesus was born in the city of 
Bethlehem. 
 
Prayer:  Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way of 
our salvation:  Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the com-
ing of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  AMEN. 
 
Scripture Readings: 

 Sun. Luke 7:28-35 Mon. 1 Thess. 5:1-11 Tues. Psalm 28 
 Wed. John 7:53-8:11 Thurs. Psalm 37:1-18 Fri. Isa. 7:10-25 
 Sat. Psalm 42 
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Con’t 

 
WEEK THREE 

 

The Shepherd’s Candle:  The third candle lit on the Advent wreath is to honor those who were the first to hear 
the good news.  If a pink candle is used in the wreath it is lighted this week. 
 

Prayer: Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hin-
dered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory now and for ever.  AMEN 
 

Scripture Readings: 
 Sun. John 3:22-30 Mon. Isa. 8:16-9:1 Tues. Psalm 116 
 Wed. Mark 1:1-8 Thurs. Matt. 3:1-12 Fri. Psalm 40 
 Sat. Jude 25-27 
 

WEEK FOUR 
 
The Angels’ Candle:  The fourth candle lit on the Advent wreath is the candle of joy and love, a reminder of 
the grace given to all who accept the Christ Child. 
 

Prayer:  Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his com-
ing, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, One God, now and for ever.  AMEN 
 

Scripture Reading: 
 Sun. John 3:16-21 Mon. Isa. 8:16-9:1 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
 
The Christ Candle:  A White candle is now placed in the center of the wreath and lit. 
 

Prayer:  O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true light; grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you 
and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. AMEN 
 

Scripture Reading:  
 Luke 2:1-20 
 

 

Who is the verger at the 8:00 service. 

Email: office@stjohndivine.com the answers, for a 

chance to win a $25 Walmart Gift Card.   

Winner will be posted in the January Newsletter. 

November’s winner was: Maryanne Palmer, she an-

swered the question correctly, “We went Live at 

our 11:00 service.” Congratulations Maryanne, and 

keep reading. 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAY 

3rd   Trevor Warner  

6th  Norma Hanrahan  

8th  Lena Rose  

10th  Joan Diettel  

10th  Edward Elliott  

11th  Jarrath Bradley  

11th  Coretta Butts  

11th  Howard Roshaven  

13th  Janice James  

14th  George Wiggins  

16th  Kaki Speicher  

19th  Mary Lynn Ray  

23rd  Brenda Roshaven  

25th  Ryan Garis  

28th  Walter Powell  

30th  Barbara Pfeil  

31st   Theresa Edison  

  

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 8th Jim & Cher Cerebe 

14th Armand Villemaire &  

 Jutta Teichman 

17th Robert & Shannon Arndt 

18th Howard & Brenda 

 Roshaven 

23rd Jay & Joy Sparkman 

31st Doug & Marlene Myrick 
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Saturday, December 7th  Advent Lessons, Carols & Cookies        2:00 p.m. 

 

Tuesday, December 24th   Christmas Eve Services 
 

     Christmas Pageant with Holy Eucharist  4:00 p.m. 

     Sermon Candlelight Holy Eucharist   6:00 p.m. 

     Carol Sing      10:30 p.m. 

     Sermon with Holy Eucharist   11:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday      Christmas Day Service  
    

     Sermon Candlelight Holy Eucharist  10:00 a.m. 
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