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KEVIN’S KERYGMA by Fr. Kevin Warner  

 

February, 2020 

So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel and I will 
take some of the spirit that is on you and put it on them; and they shall bear the 
burden of the people along with you.”                                          
                                                        [Selections from Numbers 11:16-17] 

I am not a good patient. As someone in a “helping profession” I am much more 
comfortable caring for others than being cared for by them. And, the only thing 
worse, is being a burden and not pulling my weight. That said, sometimes there is 
no choice. 

On February 14 I will again go under the knife to repair complications from my  

total hip replacement that was performed a little over a year ago. The hip joint itself is fine, but a tendon 
that was cut during the surgery did not stay attached and now must be repaired. This surgery is reputed to 
have a long, uncomfortable recovery time so choosing when to do it is difficult. There is never a good time 
for something like this and I have chosen what I believe is the least worst option; one that will give me the 
possibility of returning to full duty by Holy Week. 

Fortunately, God has already surrounded me with a supportive group of Spirit-filled leaders who will be 
able to carry my burden for a time. Howard Roshaven and Val Bryant will assume leadership of Alpha. Frs. 
Lee, Harry and David will handle liturgy, pastoral care and some administration. (I will, after about a week, 
be able to get on the computer and still be of some assistance) Don Fisher, our Sr. Warden, will be interim 
CEO of the corporation and things should continue without much interruption. 

All that said, my absence will still create a burden for others. Two groups in particular:  my staff and my 
family. 

I believe SJD is blessed with the finest staff anywhere. With the addition of Fr. David and Tristan, adding a 
few hours to Candy’s work week, our staff is functioning at a very high level and we are blessed to have 
them. I am, however, a part of that well-oiled machine and my absence will create stress and others will 
have to pick up my slack. Please help them where you can and let them know they are appreciated. 

Likewise, my family will need your prayers and support. They will handle the bulk of care and transporta-
tion but all of them work full-time or more, and I will be incapacitated for an indeterminate period. I would 
ask that any offers of help be channeled through Candy in the office, rather than calling Sue or the boys. 
That way, any needed assistance can be channeled appropriately, and duplications diminished. 

Finally, I would be thankful for your prayers for me, my medical team, and everyone listed above. Pray for 
a successful surgery and recovery, that the limp leaves, and that I am back in time for Holy Week. 

Thanks in advance! 

                   Blessings! 

Fr. Kevin+ 
II Timothy 1:11 
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WORDS OF WISDOM 

 I was excited to see that Fr. Kevin has now set a date and is offering bro-

chures for a much talked about trip to the Holy Land. 

When I looked through the brochure, it peeked my interest to take photo al-

bums from a shelf at home and, once again, enjoy the images caught by the 

camera of those wonderful pilgrimages I had taken.  Here is one from the final 

of my many trips – pictured with Yoniece who was part of our music team 

and our youngest daughter, Jenny Beth, who served as hostess.  (Not all of our 

pilgrims are pictured in this one so that I could photograph the Dome of the 

Rock.) 

 I have taken so many trips to the Holy Land, I won’t be taking this one but I heartedly recommend this pil-
grimage to all who can afford it and whose health will allow it.   

The brochure, however, makes one big mistake.  An optional extension to “the wonders of Petra and Dead 
Sea” are offered but with NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.  If you are not aware of what Petra is all 
about, you might just plan to skip the extension.   

My suggestion would be that you “read up” on Petra before making this decision.  Don’t just think of it as the 
repository of the Holy Grail in “Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade.”  It is one of the new seven wonders of 
the world – one of the most beautiful and fascinating sites you will ever explore.  

It was lost and completely forgotten for about a thousand years and discovered again in the 1800s.  Nestled in 
a craggy canyon this “lost city” of the Edomites was literally carved into the sandstone cliffs (Petra means 
Rock) and was almost impregnable.   

T.E. Lawrence (“Lawrence of Arabia”), writ-
ing in 1914 to his friend E. T. Leeds, wrote, 
“Petra, O Leeds, is the most wonderful place 

in the world, not for the sake of its ruins, 
which are quite an extraordinary affair, but for 
the colour of its rocks, all red and black and 
gray with streaks of green and blue, in little 

wiggly lines…and for the shape of its cliffs 
and craigs and pinnacles, and for the wonder-
ful gorge it has, always running deep in spring 

water, full of oleanders, and ivy and ferns, and 
only just wide enough for a camel at a time, 
and a couple of miles long.  But I have read 

hosts of the most beautifully written accounts 
of it, and they give one no idea of it at all…so 
you will never know what Petra is like, unless 

you come out here…Only be assured that till 
you have seen it you have not had the glim-
mering of an idea how beautiful a place can 

be.” 

      If you plan on taking this pilgrimage with 
Fr. Kevin, please consider the optional exten-

sion of the trip to Petra.                            
               Father Lee  
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   “The Good News” 

I had the opportunity several years ago to hear a gentleman named Bryan Stevenson preach at The 

National Cathedral, in Washington DC. Mr. Stevenson is an attorney and founder of The Equal Justice Initi-

ative.  His organization provides legal representation to prisoners who may have been wrongly convicted 

and guarantees a legal defense for death penalty cases in the State of Alabama. His sermon came not long 

after he authored the best-selling book Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption. His book examines 

the justice system through the story of Walter McMillian.  McMillian, and African American man, was con-

victed of killing a white woman, sentenced to death row, and later acquitted and released.  

After hearing Mr. Stevenson preach so passionately about social justice and the need for justice re-

form in our country, I bought his book at the airport and began reading it on the flight home. As the story of 

McMillian began to unfold, the facts of the case sounded straight out of the 1960s. I was shocked to learn 

this case actually occurred while I was living in Alabama! Mr. Stevenson’s book touches on many social 

issues including the death penalty, juvenile justice and sentencing, and how race plays a role in the justice 

system in America today. His overarching message in the book is “We will ultimately not be judged by our 

technology, we won’t be judged by our design, we won’t be judged by our intellect and reason. Ultimately, 

you judge the character of a society . . . by how they treat the poor, the condemned, the incarcerated.” 

There is a myriad of reasons for the racial disparity seen in our criminal justice system today howev-

er, the statistics are shocking. While African American make up 13% of the US population, they account for 

40% of the US prison population. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, one in three black men can 

expect to go to prison in their lifetime. African American youth have higher rates of juvenile incarceration 

and are more likely to be sentenced to adult prison. Once convicted, black offenders receive longer sentenc-

es compared to white offenders. These statistics point to what Dr. Martin Luther King Jr wrote in the Letter 

from the Birmingham Jail "Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescap-

able network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indi-

rectly." 

February is African American History Month please take a moment to refresh your memory about 

the history of race in the United States, to ask the question “what is the character of our society”  and to ask 

if we are living out our Baptismal Covenant by seeking and serving Christ in all persons (including people 

of color), loving our neighbor as ourselves (including people of color), and striving for justice and peace 

among all people (including people of color), respecting the dignity of every human being (including people 

of color). 

 

 

Blessings,  

Fr. David+ 
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Junior Warden View   
Hello all.  You may have noticed orange cones near our handicap spaces recently.  

They are actually located in the crossed sections between handicap spaces to al-

low room for people using the spaces and their necessary equipment to get into 

and out of their cars. They were put there to discourage golf cart parking and thus 

inhibit handicap accessibility. 

Now I have noticed the cones are being removed from their spots and parking has 

been resumed.  Any vehicle in the cross sectioned area is illegally parked.  Please 

make yourself aware of the handicap space user’s needs and do not park there. 

GOD Bless 

Greg Diehl 

GIANTS IN THEIR OWN RIGHT 

On January 20
th
, our nation celebrated the birthday of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

His contribution to the social fabric of the United States and the world in general is tremendous. Although 

he was merely 39 years old when he died, what he was able to achieve dur-

ing his short sojourn here on earth speaks volumes about the person. There 

is no doubt that his profound belief in God sustained him during his many 

trials. I am sure there were times when the thought of surrendering to the 

forces of evil crossed his mind, but the “still soft voice” sustained him. 

The legacy he left behind makes him a Giant in His Own Right. 

On Sunday February 29th, the Tampa Chapter of the Union of Black Episcopalians will be celebrating the 

life and witness of the Rev. Absalom Jones, the first black priest ordained in the Episcopal Church. This 

celebration will be held at St. James House of Prayer Episcopal Church, Tampa.  

The Rev. Jones though born into slavery was able to buy his way out of slavery and begun worshipping at 

St. George’s Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia. 

The event that changed him and possibly the Episcopal Church was when one Sunday morning he and the 

other black Sunday School teacher, Richard Allen were tapped on their shoulders and ordered to leave dur-

ing opening prayers. Absalom together with Richard Allen and the entire black congregation walked out of 

the church. He later formed the African Methodist Episcopal Church of St. Thomas in Philadelphia, becom-

ing its first priest.     

In the face of evil, Absalom heard the “still soft voice” and stood his ground, as a result good prevailed. His 

legacy today, the black priests and deacons that are a part of our church, makes him a Giant in His Own 

Right. 

Aubrey V. Thompson,  

Head Verger   
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         2020 Senior Warden Report 

• Current Vestry members. Curt Arp, Coretta Butts, Linda Cardillo, Liz Hood, 

Annie Hunter, Allie Maiocchi, Walter Powell, Jim Smith, Aubrey Thompson, 

Greg Diehl – JW, Valerie Bryant – Clerk, Sue Arp – Treasurer & myself, SW.  

Term of Greg Diehl, Linda Cardillo, Coretta Butts and Walter Powel is up. 

However the first 2 are eligible to run for another term.  

• Last 12 months.  Staff – Connie Minnoe – Financial Administrator, Tristen 

Warner – Media Specials & Assistant Rector David Wyly. Complete the move 

to the Banner Building and furnishing the Nursery, Sunday school room and setting up the conference 

(Wilder) room.  Did some minor adjustments in the vestry (SWEEPS) assignments with the new assis-

tant on board in July, 

• Our church family has grown in the last year by more than 50 people, while losing folks moving, dying 

and in one case leaving to start a new mission down in Parrish, Brooke & Joel Taliaferro’s. 

• Communication ministry has Upgrades SJD Website, with more to do, Enhanced our social media pres-

ence, Added Live streaming of some church services and special events. To enhance the capability, 

some new equipment is required; The Communication ministry is adding new members.  We will be 

consolidating all media activities under this ministry.  If your talents are in this area, please let us know, 

Contact Tristen, Fr David or myself. 

• The Rummage Sale is next Friday & Saturday from 9 – 2, Fri. and 9 to 12 on Sat.  They  need help 

Monday @10:00 to setup it up and Sat. at 12:00 to tear down and reset the parish hall. Any time you 

can give is helpful so just come to support one of the current fundraisers of SJD 

• I need to make my annual plea, for using on your phone or tablet with Church Life installed for looking 

up people of SJD for Addresses, phone number, etc.,  Calendar of events and Giving to the church that 

are some of the functions of Church Life. The new website is not complete; however, you can locate 

much information or send people who are looking for a place to worship God. 

• Finally, we have many ministries for you to join, serving at one of the Sunday services at a greeter, ush-

ers or one serving at the altar.  There is now a weekday Morning Prayer service at 9:00 am and the usu-

al Wednesday healing service. 

• In closing I want to thank Fr Kevin, Fr Lee, Fr David Staff and vestry for all their help and support as 

well as you of you.  It makes the task munch easier.  SJD is doing God’s work and bringing more peo-

ple to understand and believe in Jesus.     

Blessings, 

Don Fisher  

Compassionate Friends 
 

We all are drawn to St. John’s, at least in part, by the love and kindness of its parish-
ioners.  A group known as Compassionate Friends needs members (men and women) 
of our family to help before and after the funeral of a member. Your assistance would 
require setting up and breaking down the reception. Food preparation is not required, 
although setting food out is. 
 
Since we all have busy agendas, we ask you to set aside Saturdays of just one month a 
year.  Gather 3 to 5 friends to help if funerals occur during your month.  That’s 
it.  Please donate one month of the year to show your appreciation and support for our 
deceased members,   If this is something you can do, please sign up in the church 
hall.  An organizational meeting will take place in February to go over all details.  
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OPEN LETTER TO THE PARISH 

It is with a heavy heart that I officially resign from the position of Deacon at St 

John Divine.  With my changing health concerns and not sure if perhaps I have a  

form of auto-immune disease, and perhaps other issues as well, I can no longer 

count on a consistent basis my energy level and pain free days. 

Having been ordained to the Diaconate in 1987 and having been Deacon here for 

the past 4 years, it has been an  honor and a joy to serve.  The support from you 

all, over that time, during the difficult period of Bill’s death, and your rejoicing 

and support of my marriage to Greg has meant more than you wil ever know.   

I shall keep everyone in my heart and share my love and prayers. 

In Christ, 

Paulette A. Diehl, Deacon 

A BIG THANK YOU..to all the volunteers who worked 

so hard to make this year’s Rummage Sale such a success 

for our Outreach and such a wonderful way for all of us 

to join together as a church family.  Cudos to Jackie 

  African Jewelry and Crafts Exhibit 

African Team Ministries Jewelry and Crafts will be  

available for purchase after Sunday services on  

Feb 9th, 16th,  & 23rd.   

The proceeds from the handcrafted items make it  

possible to provide Drip Irrigation Kits for families  

in drought and famine areas to whom we have  

provided emergency food relief.  This will enable  

them to grow food all year round instead of only when  

in rains… 

“African Team Ministries has been serving the churches of East Africa for more than 20 years.  

We also resettle displaced people, support orphans, provide AIDS education and prevention, 

and literacy training. 

“Thank you for partnering with our efforts to help the people in East Africa.” 

Anyone interested in sorting items, setting up and/or taking down the jewelry and crafts dis-

play, or in sales following Sunday services, please call or text Yoniece Miller at 941-545-8132 

or email to yoniece@yahoo.com 



7 

Ramblings of an Over-Caffeinated, Sleep Deprived Millennial 

 

SJD’s Growing Video Offerings 
Hello Everyone! At the Annual Meeting I presented information on SJD’s video of-
ferings. My goal in providing this article is to fill in anyone who did not attend the 
Annual Meeting or has not watched it on YouTube or our website. 

 

Current Achievements – Since offering videos in May of 2018 we have roughly 
3,650 views, 2,600 of them from 2019. Our new Live Streams were close to 550 views. We have 
also increased by 18 subscribers since May of 2019, bringing our total to 23. We have gained 70% 
more views in 2019 than we did in 2018, though we only had 7 months in 2018. Most of the increas-
es are due to Live Streams as they account for more than 15% of all views. We also went from gain-
ing no subscribers in 2019 leading up to May to tripling the total number. SJD clearly went through 
a change around May that picked up our subscriber count and Live Streams have improved our num-
bers. Maybe a freshly hired Media/Tech Specialist helped with that growth. 

Most Popular Videos – The Top 10 videos of 2019 were dominated by Fr. Lee, taking 8 of the top 10 
spots. The exceptions Fr. David’s welcome service at number 4, and Samantha Wyly – I Love at 
number 1. Shorter videos get more views, and the biggest takeaway was sharing is caring! Samantha 
Wyly’s video was not promoted publicly, it was set as private, and could only be seen if shared, 
which it was and received 135 views, roughly double of the second-place offering. 

Live Streaming – Live Streams took a dip in viewership after its initial launch in September, but De-
cember had a resurgence. I want to mention again that Live Streams made up more than 15% of all 
views, despite only being around for 4 months. It is one of the fastest growing outreach/pastoral care 
tools we have, as it reaches our friends who cannot join us on Sundays, and those who wish to know 
more about SJD. Fr. Kevin is looking at establishing Live Streams in our Senior Care facilities, 
starting with Freedom Plaza so residents can “attend” and SJD extends. 

What You Need to Know – You control the success of our video ministry, the ability to grow is as easy 
as sharing what we are making. Share the videos, share the website, share the Live Streams. Live 
Streams are our fastest growing outreach, and its growth from a request Fr. Wyly had to the back-
bone of the Media Ministry is proof of that.  Subscribers are the unsung heroes. They legitimize us 
in the world and by just being there are improving our visibility.  With more subscribers we will see 
more views and be given additional tools to improve our offerings.   

My Pledge – I will personally strive to improve, to improve the booth, to improve our quality, to im-
prove our media offerings. I have many goals here at SJD, and the biggest is to make our church the 
leader in Live Streaming for our Diocese. With your support we can reach the lost, the sick, and the 
lonely. Thank you for reading this and thank you for getting us to where we are today. 

Faithfully, 

 

Tristan M. Warner 

Media & Tech Specialist  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kgdW-7dLzH4&feature=emb_logo
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The Dominican Development Group announced the Mission project for 
2020.  The Iglesia y Albergue Santo Nombre de Jesus Catalina, Bani located 
45 minutes west of Santo Domingo (the capital of Dominican Republic) will 
be the focus of our work beginning this summer.   

Currently, Santa Nombre is an overloaded open-air pole barn created with 
trees who have had their bark removed and a roof made of tin.  It will soon 
have a formed concrete floor, concrete block walls and first floor roof. The 
church will also serve as a Hurricane shelter for the residents of Catalina. 

This will be the thirty-first church since the inception of the Dominican De-
velopment Group 22 years ago. 

We have three Missionaries so far who planning on returning to the Dominican Republic this year – Linda 
Burmeister, Mark Hunter and Annie Hunter and we will be traveling to work from June 20 through the 27. If 
you have an interest in serving as a Missionary to the Dominican Republic, please join us on February 4 at 
7:00 pm in the Banner Building. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call us 813- 645-8366 or 813-842-0755 

Mark and Annie Hunter, Team #3 DR Leaders St. John Divine 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper - SJDivine Youth will be selling tick-
ets at the SJD Box Office or online at www.stjohndivine.com begin-
ning Feb. 2nd for a pancake supper on Tuesday Feb. 25th from 5:30pm-7:00pm. 
Tickets are $5.00 per person or $15.00 per family. For an additional donation we 
will also be selling Fr. David’s Shrimp Etouffee, Louisiana Native Sharon Bakay’s 

Ash Wednesday Services – SJD will be offering the Proper Liturgy for Ash Wednesday 

Feb. 26th at 10:00am and at 7:00pm. Join us to solemnly usher in a Holy Lent. 

Daily Morning Prayer – SJD will be offering a service of Morning Prayer, in the 

Sanctuary, weekdays at 9:00am beginning Monday Jan. 27th. Please join us and 

start your day in prayer. If you are interested in learning to Officiate this service, 

LENTEN SERIES - Join us Wednesday evenings during Lent for a simple supper, fellowship, and 
learning. Fr. David will explore the history, structure and theology of the Holy Eucharist. Sup-
per begins at 6:00 pm and presentation and discussion will start at 6:30 pm. Nursery care will 
be provided, and a movie will be playing in The Arp Room, for older kids. Fr. Lee will also be 
offering a daytime series, more info to follow. 

http://www.stjohndivine.com
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All women of SJD and Redeemer Lutheran Churches and friends are 
invited to join Candy Allman for a weekend of fun. Soak in the 
beautiful scenery and solitude of Luther Springs, relaxing your 
mind, body and spirit. Activities may include faith-filled conversa-
tion, devotions, music, journaling, guided meditation, water sports, 
relaxing and spa-type activities such as facial, manicures, pedicures. 
We will also have massages (for an additional cost). Lodging and all 
meals included.   
 
Friday – Sunday April 17-19, 2020 
*Cost –  Double: $185 

Single: $235 
 
For more information or to register click here . 
When registering, please indicate that Candy is the group leader. 
There is a limited number of spaces for this event, so don’t hesitate 
to register today. 
 
*scholarships available 

GOD SPA FOR 

WOMEN 

https://luthersprings.org/fall_spring_programs/god-spa-for-women/
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY 

2/1 Dennis Accardo  

2/1 Nancy Mercer  

2/1 Dianne Ohlandt  

2/2 Grace Ayers  

2/2 Tom Rawlings  

2/2 Arthur Sharp  

2/4 Deb  Carlisle  

2/5 Helen Conner  

2/5 Beth Weaver  

2/8 Jodi Waldron  

2/11 Wendy Smith  

2/12 Deb Wigmore  

2/14 Valerie Cook  

2/14 Valerie Lang  

2/14 Mary Mobley  

2/15 Brenda Coman  

2/16 Christine Graham  

2/19 Les Pollard  

2/21 David Wyly  

2/23 W Grimm  

2/24 Randell Sample  

2/25 Marjorie Baker  

2/25 Gini Freund  

2/25 Marlene Myrick  

2/26 Sandy Powell  

2/27 Marcel Butts  

2/27 Jack Edison  

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 2/2 Jim & Marjorie Moore - Pyles  

 2/5 Curt & Susan Arp  

2/10 Ken & Linda Worachek  

2/10 Oley & Iva Patterson  

2/14 John & Barbara Gentry  

2/18 Mark & Annie Hunter  

2/22 Alan & Cynthia Watson  

2/23 Frank & Mary Lynn Ray  

2/25 Charles & Charles Lieble  
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