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KEVIN’S KERYGMA by Fr. Kevin Warner  

 
April, 2020 

What a Lent! What About Easter? 

 

I knew it was going to be a doozy of a Lent; with my hip operation just 

prior and being confined to a wheelchair for six weeks I was worried I 

would go nuts. But there were things I was looking forward to in spite of 

my lack of mobility: 

• Reading a couple of books   

• Spending more time in prayer   

• Watching March Madness with the Big 10 dominating  X 

It has been a difficult time in this country and especially for those who thrive on connections, 
activity, distractions, etc. I read an interesting post on FaceBook. Because I disagree with 
some of the theology in the post, I have reworked it: 
 

In three short months everything we worship has been taken away. For those who worship 
athletes, arenas have been shut down. For those who worship musicians, the stadiums and 
other venues have been shut down. For those who worship actors, theaters are closed. 
For those who worship money the economy has been hobbled and the stock market strick-
en. Maybe we don't need a vaccine, maybe we need to take this time of isolation from the 
distractions of the world and have a personal revival where we focus on the ONLY thing 
in the world that really matters. Jesus. 
 

Jesus is what all of us need more than anything right now as uncertainty and fear grow around 
us. Jesus is a sure thing. He is our “crag and [our] stronghold – a very present help in trou-
ble” (Psalms 31 & 46). Understand that the enemy will use any life difficulty to sow fear. Sa-
tan thrives on fear and we, who know the Lord, have the antidote. “Resist the devil, firm in 
your faith, and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7b & 1 Peter 5:9). 

Growing our faith is a worthy Lenten goal. Sometimes circumstances offer us an opportunity 
to develop that faith more than we expected. Such has been this Lent.  
 
And what of Holy Week and Easter? They will all happen. Unfortunately, we will need to cele-
brate a distance from one another. Hopefully you have been able to join us on Sunday for the 
livestream of the service. If not, call the office and we will see about finding a way to make it 
possible for you to watch.  
 
(Con’t on next page) 
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WORDS OF WISDOM 
This month, we were scheduled to finish our Thursday Bible 

studies with two special programs that were specifically appro-

priate to follow Easter.   

We had planned to look to what is the glorious finale of God’s 

masterfully told story of life here on earth and discover the heart 

of God’s story and the joy that comes as we align our story with 

God’s.  The Bible studies were called, simply, “Heaven” and  

although it appears we will not be on schedule, we will pick up these programs when the 

current Coronavirus outbreak allows us, again, to assemble.  So, let’s look ahead.   In these 

sessions, we will discover  
 

  -  The power of the words “Christ is risen” and the hope they provide 

   -  How Jesus promises this same type of resurrection to those who follow Him 

   -  The promise of new bodies without sickness and without the struggles of the flesh 

    - A picture of what the book of Revelation says the kingdom of God will be like 

   - How we can participate in God’s ultimate story 

Soon, we pray, you will be invited to come to learn, discuss, and apply these Biblical teach-

ings of Jesus to everyday life. 

Blessings,  
 
Father Lee 
 

 

(Con’t from Father Kevin) 
 

We have begun sending out a “worship pack” which will allow you to follow along and wor-

ship with us at home. I know we all miss the dynamic of being together at church, but we 

are united in Christ and His Spirit will connect us, even at a distance. 

Our current situation offers us an opportunity to grow the SJD community. During uncertain 

times people often seek the Divine in the face of things they don’t understand. After 9/11 

church attendance soared. You have the opportunity to be an evangelist by simply inviting 

your friends to join us at www.stjohndivine.com Sunday mornings.  

Finally, please remember that your staff and clergy are continuing to work during these con-

straining times and are available, by phone or in person, should you need us. Do not hesi-

tate to call.  And, plan on joining us Sundays for the Livestream and our “Coffee Hour” after-

ward on Zoom. 

Blessings! 

Fr. Kevin+ 
II Timothy 1:11 

Visiting Israel 

http://www.stjohndivine.com
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WHAT IS SACRED SPACE? 

 

The term sacred space encompasses a wide variety 
of different kinds of places. Sacred spaces may in-
clude places such as mountains, beaches, open 
fields, or buildings where one can have an encoun-
ter with the Divine. In the Christian faith, most frequently our places of worship 
(our Sanctuaries) provide that sacred space for us to experience the presence of 
God. When we are restricted from visiting those spaces, we may experience a pro-
found sense of grief or loss. I can imagine many of you may be experiencing that 
sense of grief because we cannot all gather in our sacred space at SJD. I would 
like to offer this as a possible alternative; create a sacred space in your home. Find 
an area of your home that is less “traveled”, an extra bedroom, a den, or a study (if 
your home doesn’t have such spaces any place that you can “set apart” will work). 
Create a sacred space by putting a small table or cabinet in that space. Drape the 
table with a nice tablecloth or other covering. Put a candle (or two) on it and may-
be, a Bible, piece of religious art, a cross, or crucifix.  Once you have your space 
set up you may want to pray this prayer: 

Almighty God, from you comes every good prayer, and you pour out on those 
who desire it the spirit of grace and supplication: Deliver us, your servants, when 
we draw near to you in this place from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, 
that with steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may worship you in spirit 
and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Use this space as you pray throughout the day. Use it maybe as you watch the 
livestreamed service from SJD on Sunday mornings at 10am or the Facebook Live 
Morning Prayer services (Monday-Friday at 9am). We can encounter God any-
where but having a sacred space, set apart from everything else may help us draw 
together while we are separated.  

 

Blessings and stay safe and healthy, 

 

Fr. David+ 

 

PS If you set up a sacred space in your home, email me a 
picture (dwyly@stjohndivine.com), I would love to see it!
           

                      Sacred Space by Marianne Horowitz 

mailto:dwyly@stjohndivine.com
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Ramblings of an Over-Caffeinated, Sleep Deprived Millennial 

  

Media Booth Volunteer Orientation  

and Training Workshop 

 

Hello Everyone!  I will keep this one short, but I wish to speak 

about the recent cancellation of our Media Booth Workshop.  I 

want to thank all that have shown interest and a special thank 

you to Howard Roshaven for helping me organize and train for the workshop.  

This workshop was originally planned for March but is cancelled until further 

notice because of recent health concerns.  We wanted this opportunity to encour-

age our current volunteers and those who are interested in learning so they may 

receive training on how to best use the equipment we have.  For those who wish 

to participate in a workshop you can sign up on the Facebook event that will 

come out after it is rescheduled or email me at media@stjohndivine.com.   

 

The church really depends on these volunteers for our Live Stream and for 

providing the services’ slides, the camera shots, and sound.  We wish to improve 

our capabilities in the booth so the volunteers and staff members that serve can 

provide the best looking and sounding productions.  If you have any interest in 

volunteering feel free to talk to me or fill out a Media Volunteering Form that 

can be found under the Media Tab on the website!  When you are in the form, 

you can select between different ways to serve, with the AV Booth at the top.  

We also are looking for people to take photos for our social media and website, 

and people interested in writing and editing as well.  Feel free to sign-up for 

multiple volunteering opportunities! 

Thank you all, 
 
Tristan M. Warner 
Media & Tech Specialist  

 

 
    

mailto:media@stjohndivine.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdPoWlChu3tcHwwLmJTizbUMoA0ivTqh5Li9GR7WDeose_luA/viewform
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WOMEN OF ST JOHN DIVINE 

 

The women of St. John Divine – report on results of rum-

mage sale fund raiser held the last weekend in January: 

gross profit - $7,462.00. Net profit - $5,894.22 

The starting balance in the WSJD account was 

$10,488.76. 

$2,075 withheld for monies to operate – including. Fall festival 

$3,027.50 amount of net profits given to SJD 

$4,800 given to the following: 

          $1,200 – to Lord’s Lighthouse 

          $1,200 – Dominican Development Group 

          $1,200 - Miracles Outreach 

          $1,200 - Campaign Against Human Trafficking 

Carol Drummond and I want to thank all of you who enthusiastically 

gave of your “time and talent” 

To make this a very profitable fund raiser for SJD. 

**************************************************** 

The used jewelry team is already working on collecting jewelry for the 

2020 Fall Festival. Diane Hernaez will be putting a collection box on 

the table very soon. 

Thank you all again for supporting SJD.  

Jackie Winder 
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He is Risen 

 

My Sisters and Brothers: Do you wonder what it was like for Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 

James that first Easter morning when they appeared at the tomb of Jesus only to be told “He is not here”? 

What a tremendous feeling of loss that must have been. It had only been three days since they had seen him 

brutally humiliated and crucified. As the initial shock wore off, they were comforted with the realization that 

Jesus had risen victorious from the grave. 

 

This is what the Easter story is all about. It is a story of hope and life triumphing over death and destruction. 

In spite of our own daily struggles, a world at war and the suffering of large populations, the fear of being 

consumed by the Corona virus, we have the assurance of Christ’s saving grace. 

The noted hymnist John Newton proclaimed in his great hymn; “Through many dangers toils and snares, I 

have already come; ‘Tis Grace that brought me safe this far, and Grace will lead me on”  

 

The promise of Christ is that if we believe, regardless of the trials and tribulations, we too will have an Easter 

day.  

Let us join together and proclaim the irresistible power of the resurrection story and spread the good news of 

the Risen Lord.   

 

We ask you to let Christ fill your heart with great joy and praise this Easter. 

 
Let us rejoice in the name of the Risen Lord. 

The Lord is Risen! Christ the Lord is Risen Indeed! 

In God’s Grace and Peace 

Aubrey V. Thompson 

Head Verger 
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April Outreach Focus: Parish Discretionary Fund 

Did you know that the Outreach Committee has a Parish Discretionary Fund? This fund 

was established to assist our own parishioners who have emergency financial needs. Requests 

are made to an Outreach Committee member or the rector. After review, funds may be dis-

bursed to pay specific bills but cannot be given directly to the person. 

For instance: we had a person who was temporarily unemployed and could not make their car 

payment. A check to the car company’s finance division was cut and the car payment made. 

Another parishioner’s house lost part of its floor and was open to the outside. Emergency re-

pairs were needed and funded through the PDF. 

Anyone may contribute to the fund; simply place a check made out to SJD and write “Parish 

Discretionary Fund” in the memo section. This fund will be crucial to those parishioners who 
are facing unemployment due to the current pandemic. 

 

 
 

Praise & Worship 

Come as You Are 

Shall We Gather by the River? 

Bind Us Together 

O Come to the Altar 

 
Hymnal 

Come, Labor On 

Breathe on Me 

O, for a Closer Walk 

Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 

Songs/Hymns We Won’t Be Singing During the Pandemic 
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We are collecting individually wrapped candy for 100 Easter 
baskets for the Lord’s Lighthouse children, and for SJD’s 
Easter egg hunt.  You may place your candy donations in the 
Lord’s Lighthouse area of the parish hall.  Thank you for 
helping. 

Daily Morning Prayer – SJD is 

offering a service of Morning Prayer, in the Sanctuary, weekdays at 9:00am and 

via live stream. Please join us and start your day in prayer. If you are interested 

in learning to Officiate this service, please contact Fr. David.  

Wednesday - April 8 

 Healing Service & Holy Eucharis                    10:00 a.m.  

Maundy Thursday - April 9  

 Foot-washing, Holy Communion,  

 Stripping of the Altar                                     7:00 p.m. 

Good Friday – April 1  

 Stations of the Cross, DaySpring                                       10:00 a.m. 

  7 Last Words, SJD   Noon to 3:00 p.m. 

Easter Vigil – April 11 

 Easter Vigil Service  8:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday – April 12 

 Holy Eucharist    7:45, 9:15 & 11:00 a.m. 
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HEAVEN ON THE MOUNTAIN 
The Sisters of St. Mary Annual Silent Retreat 

“LIVING AS THE BELOVED” 
Thursday, June 18 through Sunday, June 21 

 
The Community of St. Mary is a Benedictine Com-
munity within the Episcopal Church.  Each year, the 
Sisters offer a Silent Retreat (for men and women) 
which provides a quiet time of learning, renewal, and reconnection with God. St. 
Mary’s on the Mountain, situated above the Cumberland Plateau in Sewanee, 
Tennessee, is a sanctuary of natural beauty, tranquility, and spiritual rest.  
 
Sister Madeleine Mary will lead reflections focusing on prayer:  

"When the Heart Listens".  
 
Cost: $300-400, depending on choice of room; all meals included. 
 
If interested, you may contact: 
Connie Keister 814-641-8833, conniemkeister@gmail.com,  Allie Maiocchi 813-

629-2002, allieree1@tampabay.rr.com or Sharon Van Loan 813-765-0845, sharon-

vanloan@gmail.com  

Please visit the Sisters’ website at www.stmary-conventsewanee.org or the Re-
treat and Conference Center’s website at www.stmaryssewanee.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:conniek@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:allieree1@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:sharonvanloan@gmail.com
mailto:sharonvanloan@gmail.com
http://www.stmary-conventsewanee.org
http://www.stmaryssewanee.org
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With all the new and exciting changing happening at  SJD Father Kevin and I are tossing 

around another idea.  Is it time for a revamping of our monthly newsletter, Revelations?  

We think it is, so we are asking everyone to send me your ideas for a new name.  Be crea-

tive, or submit one from “your home church”.  We will choose a few possibilities and let 

you all vote on a new name (or not). Send your suggestions to office@stjohndivine.com.  

Be sure to open your email next month to see the new name and look for our monthly 

publication. 

Are you bored?  Do you wish there was something to keep you busy?  With 

more “free” time in our schedules, I want to encourage each one of us to 

spend more time connecting with our friends and family in a very uncon-

ventional, yet timeless manner.  How many of you have received a hand-

written letter lately?  It’s almost nostalgic getting a handwritten letter and a past time treas-

ure we don’t share much anymore in the age of E-mail, Skype and Facetime.  I totally get it. I 

have an adult friend that to this day receives a hand written letter from his 89 year old 

grandma several times a year, just to say hi, and that she misses him and loves him very 

much.  These letters mean the world to my friend and he cherishes each and every one.  

These letters mean so much to him, because of the thoughtfulness behind them.  I encour-

age you to send a few letters out this month, to those you love letting them know how much 

they mean to you.  I promise your handwritten note will speak volumes. 

Please everyone, be safe, stay healthy, don’t take chances.  We will get through this together 

with the Grace of God. 

Much Love and prayers to you all, 

Candy 
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Today a young woman  
is busy spreading fliers with her phone number 

through the neighborhood 
So that the elders may have someone to call on. 

Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples 
are preparing to welcome 

and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary 

All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting 
All over the world people are looking at their neighbors in a new way 

All over the world people are waking up to a new reality 

To how big we really are. 
To how little control we really have. 

To what really matters. 
To Love. 

So we pray and we remember that 
Yes there is fear. 

But there does not have to be hate. 

Yes there is isolation. 
But there does not have to be loneliness. 

Yes there is panic buying. 
But there does not have to be meanness. 

Yes there is sickness. 
But there does not have to be disease of the soul 

Yes there is even death. 
But there can always be a rebirth of love. 

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. 
Today, breathe. 

Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic 

The birds are singing again 
The sky is clearing, 
Spring is coming, 

And we are always encompassed by Love. 
Open the windows of your soul 

And though you may not be able 
to touch across the empty square, 

Sing. 

  Fr. Richard Hendrick, OFM 
             Submitted by: Yoniece Miller 
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APRIL BIRTHDAY 

4/1  Barbara Gingrich  
4/1  Dolores Williams  
4/2  Dennis Pinckard  
4/3  Scott Gardner  
4/3  Mary Lou Jones  
4/3  Elaine Dow  
4/5  Paulette Stoddard  
4/5  Berni Hass  
4/7  Annie Hunter  
4/9  Carol Drummond  

4/10 Sharon Rose  
4/11 Brenda Wales  
4/11 Steve Van Loan  
4/12 Gary Gabler  
4/13 Oley Patterson  
4/14 Kris Stumpf  
4/15 Vince Martucci  
4/18 Gail Philip Charles  
4/20 Allie Maiocchi  
4/20 Betty Ellis  
4/22 Allen Coman  
4/23 Bob Pieper  
4/28 Deb Croll  
4/28 Sharon Van Loan  
4/29 Kim Freeman  
4/29 Candy Allman  
4/29 Glenn Bradley  

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

  4/1 Terry & Liz Hood 

  4/6 Wayne & Nancy Lillie  

4/16 Bill & Janice James  

4/19 Mike & Sandi Gaudet  

4/26 Larry & Peggy Kleven  

4/24 George & Marcia      

        Miecyjak  
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