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KEVIN’S KERYGMA by Fr. Kevin Warner  

 

INSIDE 
I love Lent. More than that, I love Holy Week. No other 
time of the year do so many people spend so much time wor-
shipping the Lord. During Holy Week we relive the most im-
portant events in human history and connect ourselves with 
them. 
 

Holy Week follows the pattern of the coronation of a King. It 
has the same elements of a human coronation, but these are 
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just “outward signs” of the ultimate Grace of God being played out on earth. While 
Jesus faced a coronation of humiliation, his crowning as “King of kings” changed 
the world forever. The elements of a coronation are: 
• Announcement of the Kingdom 
• Triumphal Entry into the Capitol City 
• Examination by Religious Authority 
• Examination by Civil Authority 
• Crowning and Vesting 
• Seating on the Throne 
 
Announcement of the Kingdom is accomplished prior to Holy Week. All the Law 
and the Prophets testify to the coming of the Messiah (King) and Jesus, throughout 
his ministry announces: “The Kingdom of God is at hand!” 
 
Triumphal Entry begins Holy Week with Palm Sunday and Jesus entering Jerusa-
lem to the shouts of admiration from the crowd. The crowd waved palm branches, 
shouted “Hosannas” (joyful praise), and laid the branches on the road as Jesus pro-
cessed into the city. If it were a worldly king, he would be in a coach being carried 
by servants or pulled by magnificent horses. 
 
Examination by Religious Authority When a King or Queen of England is 
crowned they first come before the Archbishop of Canterbury, are examined, and 
given the title “Defender of the Faith.” Monarchies were often seen as divinely or-
dained and very few kings ever come to power without some measure of religious 
approval. It is Samuel, a priest of God who anoints, first Saul, then David as King of 
Israel. Jesus stood before the High Priest and was questioned as to his claim to be 
the messiah. His answer is to point out it is they who have said such a thing and it is 
why he stands before them. 
 
Examination by Civil Authority In a coronation ceremony there is often a time 
where the parliament or like body weighs in; offering their approval based on line-
age or law of the land. Unable to enact a death penalty the High Priest sends Jesus to 
Pilate (and Herod) who are the reigning civil authorities in the area. He is examined 
and found to be innocent of any wrongdoing and Pilate wants to release him, even 
naming him King of the Jews. 
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Crowning and Vesting Towards the conclusion of the coronation ceremony the king is robed 
in purple and crowned. The guards who hold him in custody put a robe on Jesus and press a 
crown made of thorns into his head. He is now ready to take his place on the throne. 
 
Seating on the Throne Jesus is now ready to take his place on his throne. The throne was 
always elevated for the king and Jesus is elevated to a high spot on a hill so all can see. His 
throne is not a chair made of gold but a cross, the most devilish torture devices of the known 
world. It is from this throne that his reign begins. 
 
What makes a king great comes after he is enthroned. On Easter Day Jesus’ rule as our King 
gets off to a great start by granting, to all who acknowledge him as king, the gift of eternal 
life. This gift is best appreciated by those who walk with him through his “Coronation in Hu-
miliation” and understand the sacrifice he made for each of us.  
 
Please join us beginning April 14 on Palm Sunday as we walk with Him who gives us new 
life. 

 

Blessings! 

Kevin+ 
             II Timothy 1:11 
 

 
Palm Sunday—April 14 

We will have a small pony for the processional on Palm Sunday.  Along with 

the pony will be Tippy the mini cow, see picture below, yes that is a cow and 

not a deer, and a small goat.  Make sure you stop by the “farm” to get your 

picture taken with these cute farm animals.   
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Aim and focus are inseparable.   

 

Now that our new building is completed and 
occupied, the task of growing the church is 
high on our list of priorities.  There is much to 

be accomplished, and now we are provided the tools with which 
to work.  The question, now, is where do we begin? 

 

The key word is involvement – we need every parishioner to as-
sume a responsibility.  Many are working hard in the church and 
that must continue.   

There are, however, still many church members who remain con-
tent with Sunday attendance alone.  Sunday worship is wonder-
ful but often these parishioners become “outsiders” who never 
really understand the fellowship or ministry of the Body of Christ.   

 

To such parishioners, I offer a challenge.  While the entire minis-
try of the church may be a little frightening, and your talents 
seemingly limited, there is a sure way to become part of the 
whole.  The key words are aim and focus.  There is something 
you can do that will strengthen Saint John Divine. 
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For a moment, simply concentrate on what you could do, howev-
er little it may seem at the moment.  Hold this vision and begin 
to focus.  Suddenly, you will enter a new world of ideas – a world 
unavailable to the “Sunday only” Christian.   

 

Today, we bemoan the small number of young people in the 
church but what if, with an active youth program, we suddenly 
need more dedicated and patient youth workers.  One could be 
you.  Aim and focus.   

 

Other areas of involvement also present themselves.  Are you a 
good reader.  Let’s explore becoming a Lector.  Perhaps you 
would like to be licensed by the Bishop to serve as Chalicer at 
the altar.  Also, consider service on the Altar Guild – the very 
heartbeat of our worship.  Maybe you could see yourself as an 
usher or greeter.   

 

Attending Holy Eucharist on Sunday should, certainly be a won-
derful experience and a source of spiritual strength.  That experi-
ence, alone, can be one-dimensional in comparison to the beau-
tiful imagery that can become your own personal experience 
through involvement in the church.   

 

Ready?   Aim and Focus. 

 

Father Lee 
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Junior Warden View APR ‘19  

Well here we are again.enjoying 70-85 degree sunny days. We 
had a tough “FLORIDA” winter, but certainly nothing like our 
brothers and sisters to the North! 

 

It is normally at this point I suggest we not dwell on the weather 
and go forward with some cockamamie off the wall  muse about 
something biblical.  But the following cockamamie off the wall muse has been stuck 
in my head for days now, and is weather related, has been driving me nuts, so I pre-
sent it now for your amusement or bafflement or proof I have indeed gone ‘round the 
bend.  So here goes… 

 

Before I moved South, Autumn was my favorite time of the year.  The stickiness of 
summer’s end gave way to pleasant temperatures and crisp breezes.  Our leaves 
became a blazing magnificent testimony to God’s power of creation and dominion 
over the universe.  It was the most striking and regal season of the year.  But it 
quickly passed and was over taken by the austere, somber, gray days of winter. The 
leaves had fallen, the cold and despondent days arrived (we even have the term 
“dead of winter”).  We suffered through this time, but then we were resurrected as 
spring arrived.  The cloak of death was removed, new growth, flowers bloom as the 
earth came alive again. 

 

I just keep seeing this as an analogy to Holy week and Eastertide. After fasting for 40 
days, Jesus rides into to town on a donkey with the crowds praising Him and singing 
and laying palms on the streets. Truly a testament to God’s power and dominion. But 
it all changes as very quickly as He is arrested, taunted tortured, brutalized. Nailed to 
a cross and hung out to die. Three dark despondent days of death… But PRAISE BE 
TO GOD, Jesus is resurrected!  Jesus overcomes death, and gives new life to all 
who shall believe. 

 

The emotions His believers must have had, happiness and praise, slammed into 
death and despair, and then glorious resurrection, absolution of sins, and confirma-
tion of our faith. 

 

From Autumn through Winter to Spring…and on the third day he rose from the dead. 

Until next time… 
 
GOD Bless 
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                                            BREAKFAST ANYONE 

 

Breakfast is the most important meal of the day, or so I’ve been told.  Why 
should we eat breakfast? To start your day right, my mother used to 
say.  However in today's fast paced” world many of us tend to skip this 
meal because we are running late or don’t want to take the time to prepare 
anything.  In essence we are getting lazy and who is missing out? You are! 

 
A balanced nutritious breakfast is important to your health and weight man-
agement.  It burns fat, keeps blood sugar balanced through the day, helps 
fight daytime cravings, lowers the incidence of heart disease, and keeps 
the brain sharp by helping with concentration and productivity. 

 
Protein, fiber and whole grains make for a breakfast that will keep up your 
energy and keep you ready to go through the day.  A protein source (a hard 
boiled egg) will jump-start your metabolism and make you feel full longer. 
Fiber (fruit, vegetables, and whole grains) is important for digestion and 
bowel regularity.  Whole grains are rich in B vitamins which provide energy. 

 
Another aspect to consider in your health routine is hydration.  Water is vi-
tal and a recommended source to the healthy running of your body. A per-
son should consume 2-2.5 L/day.  Dehydration can lead to long and short 
term consequences on the major organs. The heart is the primary organ af-
fected and can lead to a drop in blood pressure and may cause a heart at-
tack or stroke. 

 
So make some changes to your daily routine and take time for breakfast! 

Women of St. John Divine 

WSJD - YOUR “Rummage Sale” team is reporting a Gross Profit for this year of 

$8840.35. Kudos for a job well done!  Our OUTREACH DISTRIBUTION will be 

made soon to the following very deserving ministries: The Lord’s Lighthouse, Cor-

nerstone Kids, Dominican Development Group, Miracles Outreach (an arm of the 

Campaign Against Human Trafficking) and to the Campaign Against Human 

Trafficking of South Shore. So, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 

The 2019 Dominican Republic Trip to the Iglesia San Timoteo Dominican Mis-

sion is in it’s fourth and final year. Our group, Team #3 will work in the town of 

Nizao on the Southern coast of the Dominican Republic 30 miles west of San-

to Domingo during the week of June 22-29. 

The work will include completing the layout and planting of crops, landscap-

ing the San Timoteo Church; repairs at the San Matias School and the Morrow 

Center.  

The team will stay at the Paul and Luke Morrow Center in Santana, Bani. 

(modeled after the Bishop Kellogg center in San Pedro de Macoris).  All of our 

meals are prepared at the Morrow Center, which is adjacent to the San Matias 

Primary and Secondary School. 

Please note this is not a Vacation. It is a week of labor for God’s mission in the 

Dominican Republic amongst a people who are joyful, loving, caring and who 

love the Lord in an amazing way. 

If you seek the challenge of serving as a Missionary to further the work of 
Lord, please contact Mark and Annie Hunter at 813-645-8366 or anniemed-
ic813@gmail.com. 

NEWS FROM YOUR SJD TEAM SUPPORTING YOUR GOOD HEALTH 

 

Have you picked up either a pink or blue “file of life” sheet yet? They are on the 

table if you haven’t.  Keep yours with you, either in a wallet or purse as this is so 

very important for us to be able to help you if a medical issue arises. 

mailto:anniemedic813@gmail.com
mailto:anniemedic813@gmail.com
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Give generously to the Lord and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord 
your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. Deuterono-
my 5:10           
 
Under the leadership of Pastor Bill Cruz and his wife, Dora, the Mission serves the poor of the 
South Shore area. On Wednesdays, farm workers, their families, the homeless, and others may 
receive food, clothing, and essentials. The Lord's Lighthouse helps people acquire aid to 
which they are entitled. Services offered include job searches, crisis intervention, translation, 
and spiritual counseling.         
 
Contributions come from local and distant churches and organizations as well as from individ-
uals. Parishioners of St. John the Divine support The Lord's Lighthouse by giving of their fi-
nancial resources and with time and prayers.       
 
The Mission provides spiritual guidance through a church service with Sunday School, held 
every Sunday at the Church of God in Wimauma.   

  
NEEDS RIGHT NOW INCLUDE:  

 
MONEY to purchase perishable food and to meet people's emergency needs      
NONPERISHABLE FOOD, especially Maseca flour, flour tortillas, pinto beans, oil, cereal, 
peanut butter, macaroni and cheese             
BLANKETS and warm clothing      
Baby food, formula, diapers      
Personal hygiene items      
Clothing for men, women and children (from baby sizes up). All clothing donated must be 
clean and in good condition.      
Walmart gift cards (to buy clothes and shoes for the children)           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER CANDY DONATIONS - We are requesting contributions of individual-
ly-wrapped CANDY for 100 Easter baskets for The Lord's Lighthouse and for our 
church Easter egg hunt. You may place your candy donations at The Lord’s Light-
house area in the parish hall. Thank you for your support!  
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                                         HEAVEN ON THE MOUNTAIN 
                          The Sisters of St. Mary Annual Silent Retreat 
                                          “LIVING AS THE BELOVED” 
                             Thursday, June 13 through Sunday, June 16 
 
The Community of St. Mary is a Benedictine Community within the Episcopal 
Church.  Each year, the Sisters offer a Silent Retreat (for men and women) which 
provides a quiet time of learning, renewal, and reconnection with God. St. Mary’s 
on the Mountain, situated above the Cumberland Plateau in Sewanee, Tennes-
see, is a sanctuary of natural beauty, tranquility, and spiritual rest.  
 
Using “Life of the Beloved” by Henri Nouwen as a starting point, the Rev. Mary 
Jayne Allen will lead reflections exploring what it means to be a beloved child of 
God. 
 
Cost: $300-400, depending on choice of room; all meals included. 
 
If interested, you may contact: 
Connie Keister 814-641-8833, conniek@tampabay.rr.com Allie Maiocchi 813-629-
2002, allieree1@tampabay.rr.com Sharon Van Loan 813-765-0845, sharon-
vanloan@gmail.com  

 
Please visit the Sisters’ website at www.stmary-conventsewanee.org and the Re-
treat and Conference Center’s website at www.stmaryssewanee.org.  

 

 

mailto:conniek@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:allieree1@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:sharonvanloan@gmail.com
mailto:sharonvanloan@gmail.com
http://www.stmary-conventsewanee.org
http://www.stmaryssewanee.org
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News and Events from SJD 

Left to Right: Barbara Pfeil, Lena Rose, Jackie  Werndli, Anna Judway, Yoniece Miller, Mary Ann Jackson, and Marcel Butts. 

These members of SJD Flower Guild attended the Flower Festival and English Tea 
at the Church of the Nativity in Sarasota.  It was a delightful send-off for 

Anna Judway, who has now moved to Maryville, Tennessee. 

Peli’s New Outfit 

Peli in his new Columbo style trench coat designed by Sandy Borrowman for 

the production, Lisa and Friends.  Peli played Sam Spade. 
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Dear Beloved friends at Saint John Divine, 

 

March 3, 2019 will always be the most beautiful moment Greg 
and I have experienced together.  The love and support that 
you shared with us is truly of Christ. From your learning of our 
engagement to our glorious wedding itself, you have encour-
aged us, sustained and assured us our marriage is blessed by 
GOD. 

 

The service, beautiful music, all of your smiles, and love nour-
ished us and our love for one another. 

 

Our journey becoming husband and wife has been filled with 
challenges, some tears, and now joy. This is truly an experience 
of resurrection and new life! 

 

Please accept our deepest appreciation and gratitude for all of 
you; our  

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

 

With our love, 

Paulette and Greg Diehl 
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Prayers for our Recently Departed 

Matthew Arp 

May 8, 1990 - March 22, 2019 
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