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A MESSAGE 
FROM YOUR 
HOSTS 

We invite you to join us on this Holy 
Land Classic program that will 
expand our knowledge of the Bible 
and this sacred land.  A journey 
following in the footsteps of Jesus 
will change the way you read the 
Bible, and you will learn why 
scholars refer to it as the “Fifth 
Gospel”.  Please consider this our 
personal invitation to be a part of 
this adventure in faith and join us in 
experiencing a once in a lifetime 
journey as we walk where Jesus 
walked! 

RLC 

 

 

Revelations 
June, 2020 

 
 

   

HOLY LAND TRIP – BROCHURE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE    

 
In the Old Testament during the 

Exodus, God’s people needed a 

place to worship and house the 

Ark of the Covenant. For those of 

you who did not see “Raiders of 

the Lost Ark” with Harrison Ford 

and Karen Allen, the Ark of the 

Covenant was the gold-covered 

wooden chest that housed the two 

stone tablets of the Ten 

Commandments. The word 

tabernacle means “to dwell” and 

the presence of God dwelt within 

the tent near the Ark. 

 
Until the time of Solomon, the 

Tabernacle offered a mobile 

worship space for the Israelites 

and a house for God. After their 

entrance into the Promised Land 

and the submission of those 

hostile to them, the Israelites built 

a permanent structure in 

Jerusalem, the Temple, where the 

Ark and God’s presence resided 

within its walls. Destroyed in 586 

BC during the Babylonian exile, it 

was rebuilt in 520 BC and 

renovated in 19 BC, shortly before 

the birth of Jesus. Until ten days 

following Christ’s Ascension that 

was the place where God dwelt. 

Israelites from all over the world 

would come up to Jerusalem three 

times a year to worship at God’s 

earthly dwelling place. It was 

during one such festival, 

Pentecost, that the dwelling place 

of God changed Depending on 

when you receive this newsletter 

we will be about to, or just have, 

celebrate(d) the Feast of 

Pentecost. It is the day when the 

New Covenant is finalized and 

replaces the Old Covenant. In the 

Old Covenant the Law and the 

presence of God were external. 

The Law was written on stone 

tablets and during this time God’s 

people came to understand their 

sinfulness and inability to keep the 

Law. Sacrifices were required as 

propitiation and so three times a 

year, during the feasts of Passover, 

Pentecost, and Booths the 

population of Jerusalem would 

swell to over two million as Jews 

from throughout the Diaspora 

would offer their sacrifices at the 

Temple. 

 

It was the first Pentecost after the 

Crucifixion, Resurrection and 

Ascension of Christ that things 

changed. As predicted by the 

prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 

Joel, the New Covenant was 

established.  

 
 (Con’t on page 8) 

 

 

KEVIN’S KERYGMA by Fr. Kevin Warner 

 

Offering Meaningful Worship 

Teaching the Gospel 

Caring for God’s People 

TABERNACLE TO TEMPLE TO YOUR HEART 
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WORDS OF WISDOM 

An article for sharing with children and grandchildren 
 

A word to this year’s graduates: 

Perhaps I had better warn you at the outset that it is not my intention to salute you as “the hope of the future’ or to 

tell you the world is eagerly awaiting your exciting entry.  In the midst of this pandemic, you are getting enough 

of that—alas, too much—by way of television.  It is not my intention to put a damper on the remarks of all those 

celebrities who will tell you how your generation will usher in this new and glorious tomorrow.  Nor is it my 

purpose to contradict those colorful cards you’ll receive in the mail—cards that imply the degree you’ve received 

has somehow made you educated and therefore ready to meet the challenges of life head on.   

It is my purpose, however, to warn you that the things you’ll be hearing and reading the next several weeks may 

be just a bit more dreamy than realistic.  I would even suggest you allow a healthy 50 per cent for oversell. 

Sometime, during the next week or so, you’ll receive a copy of, or hear read, Rudyard Kipling’s famous “If.”  

The poem has been a perennial challenge for graduates.  The problem is simply there are too many “ifs.” 

Kipling’s indication that a mastery of them all is a requirement for maturity causes one either to expect more than 

that person can psychologically be able to accomplish, or come to the conclusion that “I will never grow up!” 

(The poem is printed in this newsletter.) 

“If you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs and blaming it on you…says Kipling, “yours is 

the earth and everything that’s in it…”  The reason we have trouble with the other ten “ifs” he talks about is that 

we are rarely able to master this one.  When other people are losing their heads and blaming it on us, we are 

usually unable to act as rationally as we might otherwise.   

Celebrities , tell our graduates the truth!  Tell them if they ever hope to accomplish their goals and if they ever 

hope to find that inner happiness, they must tackle the problem before it becomes bigger than they are! 

Scripture reminds us not to let the sun go down on our anger (Ephesians 4:26) and that as a soft answer turns 

away wrath, a harsh word stirs up anger (Proverbs 15:1) 

Do you ever wonder how you ever let things get so out of hand?  It is a question pondered by individuals and 

nations alike.  The simple discussion that became an altercation, the desire that transformed itself into greed, the 

reproof that became anger, the intervention that developed into war, the curiosity that trampled the rights of 

others. 

Since we don’t often weigh the consequences of our actions, it isn’t difficult at all for them to “get out of hand.” 

The best of us have found ourselves with a “tiger by the tail.”  Once that happens, you are on your own.  The 

trick is not to let that happen – but that is quite a trick.   

A man married a girl from Vermont, built a beautiful home in Brattleboro and planned to live there, as the saying 

goes, “happily ever after.”  His wife’s brother became his best friend and they spent many happy hours together.  

But then, a very simple turn of events got out of hand.   

The man bought some land from his brother-in-law Beatty with the understanding that Beatty would, each 

season, be allowed to cut hay off it.  All went well until Beatty discovered his in-law planting a flower garden in 

the hayfield.  The words exchanged were caustic.   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few days later, the man was bicycle riding when brother-in-law Beatty suddenly drove his wagon and team of 

horses across the road, upsetting the bicycle.  The man swore out a warrant for Beatty’s arrest.  One of the 

bitterest court battles in the history of Vermont followed, but nothing was ever concluded.  The man and wife left 

their home for the rest of their lives.   
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The incident that caused the feud bordered on the absurd, but things got out of hand.  He failed to “keep his head,” 

and that’s the first essential.   
 

Our actions are often the results of ill-prepared verbal comment.  It is not required of us to weigh our statements in 

the light of possible consequences and most of us have learned to do little that is not required.  Graduates, you’ll be 

challenged to stop a landslide in progress, and that may be a near impossibility. We all can, however, discipline 

ourselves not to roll the first stone—and that’s what is really important! 
 

By the way, the man who let things get out of hand, who lost his head in a dispute with his brother-in-law was 

Rudyard Kipling.                                    

 

Blessings 

Fr. Lee + 

 

 

THE WOMEN OF SJD 

Cher has scheduled the FALL FESTIVAL for Nov. 14th. Please put that on 
your calendar and we will Hope…Hope...Hope that we will be able to have 
the FESTIVAL. 

 

FROM YOUR FCN 

Faith Community Nurses - Clare Thompson, R.N. 

and Jackie Winder, R.N. 

What is the scope of what all of us at SJD are experiencing as we are 
shrouded in a shadow of uncertainty with the pandemic virus, even though 
life seems so fragile, it is still so beautiful.  A tremendous amount of 
warmth – hope- and love has been engendered in us.  The pandemic will 
pass and the world will be better. Please take good care of yourselves and 
be safe. We look forward to seeing you soon. Blessings! 
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WHAT IS THE PRAYER CHAIN? 

Barbara Gingrich 

A prayer chain is a list of people who agree to pray for a loved one during a troubled time. Prayer is among the 

most ancient of human practices, and to this day billions of people believe in its power.   

At SJD it is a group of individuals who’ve decided to pray together. This enhances the power of prayer. Praying as 

a group allows us to connect, both with our Lord, and with one another. 

Those who pray are dependable and willing to join in prayer, at a moment’s notice. We agree to pray daily for the 

person for two weeks.  This can be extended if the requester lets me know.  I can only provide updates when I am 

notified of changes, etc. 

Prayer requests must be approved by the person we pray for.  Some prefer privacy. Some requests may not always 

come with an explanation. In that case the request can just be a top-line explanation, such as, “Please pray for a 

woman who’s moving into long-term care on Monday.” Or “Add Kathy B. to the prayer list.” Being discreet is 

important. 

If you feel called to be a member of this ministry, or have a prayer request, please contact me: 

barinscc@gmail.com or call me at (813)633-5649. 

 

“If” 
By Rudyard Kipling 

 

If you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs and blaming it on you,  

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you but make allowance for their doubting too, 

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, or being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 

Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, and yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise. 
 

If you can dream – and not make dreams your master, 

If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim, 

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster and treat those imposters just the same, 

If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, and stoop and build them with worn-out tools, 
 

If you can make one heap of all your winnings and risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, and lose and start at your 

beginnings and never breathe a word about your loss; 

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew to serve your turn long after they are gone, and so hold on when 

there is nothing in you except the will which says to them “Hold on!” 
 

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, 

Or walk with kings—nor lose the common touch, 

If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 

If all men count with you, but none too much, 

If you can fill the unforgiving minute with sixty seconds of distance run, yours is the earth and everything that’s 

in it,  

And –which is more—you’ll be a man, my son. 

(or most certainly, a woman, my daughter.)  

mailto:barinscc@gmail.com
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Rumblings of an Over-Caffeinated, Sleep Deprived Millennial 

 

The Rise of Live Streaming 

Hello!  And Wow!  Simply Wow!  Our Live Stream viewing has gone through the 

roof in response to the Covid-19 Pandemic and it has been astonishing.  Feel free to 

look below at our Lifetime Top Ten and see that Palm Sunday’s Live Stream is over 400 which I 

would never have thought would occur prior to 2020.  I also want to thank those that have given to 

the AV department.  Recent giving has been amazing, as May (just this past month) we have 

received over $5,500!  My volunteers and I thank you all for viewing and your donations!  We are 

so humbled by you all and thank you for your continued support!  Have a blessed day! 

Tristan M. Warner 

Media & Tech Specialist  
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Recent articles in the Wall Street Journal and Time Magazine have highlighted the emerging 

issue of shortages in summer day-camps for school-aged children this year. 
 

THE PROBLEM: 

As Hillsborough County, The State of Florida, and the nation begin to slowly reopen businesses and activities that 

have been closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there are many families with school-aged children who will 

experience difficulties acquiring affordable childcare for the summer months. As more and more people return to 

work in the coming weeks, many parents face a difficult choice: do they stay home to care for their children, or do 

they spend more money than anticipated to enroll children in private care facilities if there is room available given 

social distancing guidelines?  

The three largest summer day-camp providers in Hillsborough County are the YMCA, Boys & Girls Club of 

Tampa, and Hillsborough County Parks and Recreation Department. The Boys & Girls Club is already advertising 

limited availability and the YMCA will be operating at 50% capacity, due to social distancing and safety measures. 

Hillsborough County Parks and Recreation has cancelled their day-camp offerings, which in a typical summer 

would provide care for 2000 children in the county.  

This is a two-fold problem. The first problem is cost. The only available care this summer is approximately 4-5x 

more expensive than normal. The second problem is availability. With the closures of Hillsborough County Parks 

and Recreation Department and limited availability at all of the other private facilities, there may not be enough 

capacity to serve everyone who needs care, leaving those with less resources at greater risk for unemployment, 

under supervised childcare, or worse. 

Cost of the available programs is a major concern. To attend a YMCA summer camp (for 10 weeks of care) for a 

non-YMCA member, the cost is $1990 (up to 35% of the cost can be subsidized by the YMCA). Other private 

facilities may have availability, but the average cost of those facilities is about $1500 for the summer.  This is a 

snapshot of Hillsborough County, but I suspect this is representative of the Diocese of Southwest Florida and 

maybe even the entire state. The bottom line is many parents who have been furloughed/lost employment may 

not be able to afford adequate childcare during the summer months as a direct result of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 

A POSSIBLE SOLUTION: 

During this time when houses of worship have been closed, there have been many conversations focused on how 

people of faith minister now and how we should/will minister moving forward. I want to suggest that one way we 

are called to minister now, more than ever, is by pooling our financial resources to subsidize families with school 

aged children who will experience difficulty securing affordable summer childcare.  

 

THE ASK: 

St. John Divine Episcopal Church is partnering with The Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County to help 

raise money to fund and direct families to available summer day-camp care. We are asking other Episcopal 

Churches in the Tampa Bay area, our ecumenical partners, the Diocese of Southwest Florida and anyone else who 

feels called to support this effort to join SJD in helping families in need in our communities by raising money and 

directing it to the Early earning Coalition of Hillsborough County for COVID-19 Summer Day-camp relief. The 

average cost of the available summer day-camp programs is about $150 per week per child. The more money 

raised the more children in need receive adequate care this summer.  

 

Blessings, 

Fr. David + 
 

   “The Good News” 
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(Con’t from page 1) 

 

The terms were the same: “I will be your God and you will be my people.” but how that happens changes. The law 

will no longer be external but internal and God will write it on our hearts. (Jer. 31:31-34) He will remove our 

stone-like hearts and give us new hearts and fill us with His Spirit. (Ezek. 36:26-27a). The day will come when the 

Spirit - which in the Old Covenant had only been meted out to specific people for specific purposes - will be 

poured out on all flesh. (Joel 2:28-29) 

 

Thus, on that Day of Pentecost the New Covenant was established, not on stone tablets but in the hearts of all. 

God’s presence is no longer external but internal. Of course, God will not force Himself on anyone. To receive His 

Spirit you must invite Him in. Like the apostles, we are called to be patient, and pray for His gift. 

 

I believe God is up to something new, and to accomplish it He will need a Spirit-filled church to carry it out. 

Nothing is more attractive to others than a caring, forgiving, loving community which only wants to help others 

receive the love of God. But, it starts with each one of us receiving all God has for us. Welcoming his Spirit to 

change our hearts and empower us to use our gifts for the propagation of His Kingdom is required because you 

cannot give away what you do not possess.  

 

This season of Pentecost as we slowly emerge from our homes as the pandemic recedes, pray for God’s Spirit to 

inhabit your heart. God now dwells in us! Then, full of His presence, befriend someone and show them how they 

can know and be loved by Him. 

Blessings! 

Fr. Kevin+ 
II Timothy 1:11 

Just look at how nice our landscaping looks this summer. I was talking to one of the ladies 

that help put together our flower beds and maintain them, she told me that the flower bed on 

the North side of the church near the Banner building is called a Cutting Bed, (picture to the 

left) and in fact all our beds have names.  I did not know this. I just thought they were pretty. 

Each type of flower or plant is picked for that particular bed for very specific reasons.  

 I would like to send a very special thank you to Sharon Bakay who has spent many hot 

hours in our gardens to make sure they look beautiful when we returned to church.  Next 

time you are here, take a minute to smell the flowers and enjoy their beauty. 

Thank you, Sharon for all your hard and hot work.  It is appreciated by many. 
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WORSHIP IS BYOB 
 

SJD will re-open for in-person worship on the Feast of Pentecost (May 31, 2020). Our Fire Department safe 

number certificate lists a safe capacity at 250 people. Therefore, we will receive up to 50 people (give or take 

depending on the number of people helping with the service) for worship services at 8:30am and 10:00am 

beginning on May 31. People who do not feel well, have risk factors or underlying conditions should not attend 

physically but continue to watch on the Livestream. Both services will be livestreamed. 

 

Our sexton has adjusted his schedule and cleaning procedures to clean and disinfect the facility after every 

function. All hymnals, BCPs, and other loose items have been removed from the sanctuary and stored until further 

notice. No bulletins will be handed out so BYOB (Bring Your own Bulletin). 

 

All guests to SJD will be asked to enter through the North side entrance (next to the Banner Building) and 

immediately wash their hands in the bathrooms. Hand sanitizer (70% ethyl alcohol base) will be placed throughout 

the facility to promote good hand hygiene. All interior and exterior doors will be propped open. After washing 

hands, guests will be directed to the sanctuary where traffic patterns will be clearly displayed on the floor. Guests 

will be asked to exit through the South side entrance/exit (next to the kitchen) immediately following the service. 

There will be no coffee hour or fellowship time offered.  

 

Physical distancing is required. Please maintain 6 feet from other individuals or families. Seating will be every 

other row, THREE seats between individuals/families. Do not expect to sit in your “normal spot”. 

 

Masks are highly recommended. A limited supply of masks will be made available for those who arrive without 

one. 

 

Congregational singing is only allowed if you are wearing a mask. If no mask, hum along with mouth closed or 

just listen. 

 

No hand shaking or hugs. Monastic reverent bows to one another are elegant gestures. 

 

Collection plates will be positioned per worship pattern. 

 

SJD will continue offering Daily Morning Prayer (Monday-Friday) at 9am in the sanctuary (also on Facebook 

Live). Beginning June 3, the Wednesday 10:00 a.m. service will return with the same restrictions as Sundays. 

Sunday worship will consist of Holy Eucharist Rite 2 at 8:30am (music provided by Praise Band) and 10:00am 

(music provided by organist and vocalists). Communion will be in one kind, host only. (Concomitance is the 

doctrine that to receive one is to receive both.) Please extend your hands and the priest will place it in a touchless 

manner. The Celebrant will clean hands with 70% ethyl alcohol hand sanitizer during the Offertory. 
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June 

Birthdays 

6/1  Marian Fitzgerald  

6/4  Dick Barrett  

6/5  Don Van Gelder  

6/7  Linda Dolph  

6/7  Bunny Sferra  

6/7  Shirley Smith  

6/7  Ann Gifford  

6/9  Jane Schuderer  

6/9  Carol Croll  

6/10 Ella Blades  

6/11 Rudy Metz  

6/13 Sue Crawford  

6/14 Linda Duhn  

6/14 John Kustron  

6/14 Norma Collins  

6/15 Kathy Eckert  

6/17 John Emmanuel  

6/19 John Gentry  

6/20 Sue Callaghan  

6/23 Linda Cardillo  

6/23 Cindy Panka  

6/23 Linda Gabler  

6/25 Greg Bolduc  

6/26 Santiago Rodriguez  

6/26 Jenn Madigan  

6/27 Joyce Astwood  

6/28 Raymond Barrett  

6/30 Leah Richardson 

 

 

June 

Anniversaries 

6/1  Kathi & Ron Davis  

6/1  Karen & Dennis Pinckard  

6/4  Mary & Pat Soja  

6/7  Linda & Dan Cardillo  

6/12 Carol & Ron Drummond  

6/17 Judith & Chet Budziak  

6/17 Gerri & Scott Gardner  

6/17 Bea & Bob MacDonald  

6/22 Terri & Jack Edison  

6/24 Ann & Dan Gifford  

6/26 Jervy & James Bradin 

 

 

 

We ask if you notice information is 

missing or incorrect, please let us 

know. Thank you! 
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HEAVEN ON THE MOUNTAIN 
The Sisters of St. Mary Annual Silent Retreat 

Thursday, June 18 - Sunday, June 21 

“When the Heart Listens” 

Cost: $300-400, depending on choice of room; all meals included. 

If interested, you may contact: 

Connie Keister 814-641-8833, conniemkeister@gmail.com,  Allie Maiocchi 

813-629-2002, allieree1@tampabay.rr.com or Sharon Van Loan 813-765-

0845, sharonvanloan@gmail.com. Please visit the Sisters’ website at 

www.stmary-conventsewanee.org or the Retreat and Conference Center’s 

website at www.stmaryssewanee.org.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Morning Prayer 

SJD is offering a service of 

Morning Prayer, in the 

Sanctuary, weekdays at 

9:00am and via live stream. 

Please join us and start 

your day in prayer. If you 

are interested in learning to 

Officiate this service, 

please contact Fr. David. 

  

 

  

THANK YOU  

for donating items for 

the Lords Lighthouse.  

Please remember,  

NO open or expired 

packages or 

containers. 

 

We want to welcome all our new 

members to St John Divine. 

Although we cannot meet you in person 
right now, please know we are excited to 
have you join us and getting to know you.  

 
Paula Engle 

Doug & Lin Roderick 
Wayne Solsberg 

Edna Kunzie 
Gator & Lisa Galbraith 

 

WELCOME! 
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St John Divine Episcopal Church 1015 E. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City Center, FL 33573 

Vestry 
Curt Arp 

Aubrey Thompson 
Linda Floyd 

Liz Hood 
Jim Smith 

Annie Hunter 
Allie Maiocchi 
Linda Cardillo 

Howard Roshaven 

      Vestry Officers 
           Don Fisher     Sr. Warden 
           Greg Diehl      Jr. Warden 

   Valerie Bryant     Clerk 
        Susan Arp    Treasurer 

Clergy and Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Dabney T. Smith 

Bishop of the Diocese of Southwest Florida 
The Rev. Kevin Warner, Rector 

The Rev. Lee Miller, Associate Rector 
The Rev. David Wyly, Assistant Rector 

Scott Gardner, Praise Leader 
Joan Frankel, Organist & Choir Director 

Tristan Warner, Media and Tech Specialist 
Connie Minnoe, Accounting Administrator 

Candy Allman, Office Manager  
Sharon Bakay, Kitchen Manager 

  

813-633-3970 sjd-office@stjohndivine.com www.stjohndivine.com 

  


