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KEVIN’S KERYGMA by Fr. Kevin Warner  

 

INSIDE 
What an exciting month May will be here at 
SJD! There are several events coming up and I 
would like you to look over the list below so you 
will be sure and know what is going on; we don’t 
want you to miss a thing. Then, please read the 
following explanations for the marked items. 

 
Father Lee 

Pg. 2 

 

Welcome Ministry 

Pg. 4 

 

Birthdays 

Pg. 5 

 

Junior Warden’s View 

 Pg. 6 

 

Outreach in Action 
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Dominican Republic 
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News and Events from 
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May, 2019 

• Saturday, May 4, 10:00 AM, Sue Detweiler’s Funeral 
• Sunday, May 5, Begin 2 Service Schedule – 8:00 & 10:00 AM* 
• Monday, May 6, Noon, Thrivent Appreciation Luncheon^ 
• Sunday, May 12, Bishop’s Visit, Confirmation at 10:00 AM and 

Dedication of the new nursery, classrooms, and the Banner  
     Ministry Center (Annex)* 
• Friday, May 17, 7:00 PM, Holy Sock Hop 
• Monday, May 27, Memorial Day, Office Closed 
• Thursday, May 30, 6:00 PM, Ascension Day Mexican-themed 

Potluck and Service 
 
*The 2 Service Schedule is starting earlier this year to accommo-
date the Bishop’s Visit the following Sunday. Because of the 
planned dedication and subsequent reception, it was determined 
that an earlier end date to the Sunday service was advisable. 
 
^The Thrivent Appreciation Luncheon is for current members 
and anyone who belongs to SJD and is interested in learning more 
about Thrivent. Mike Joeckel, our parish Thrivent Representative 
will host the event and our own Liz Hood will be a guest speaker. 
Again, anyone interested is welcome but please RSVP to Candy at 
the church office. 
 
Please plan on joining us for these worship and social events this 
month. 

 

 

Blessings! 

Kevin+ 
II Timothy 1:11 
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Back during the days so many years ago when I was on 
radio and later television, I would do “seminars” on 
personal advancement which was the thrust of my daily 
broadcast.  It was there I would often be asked for an 
autograph. 

 

I’ve never been good at giving autographs.  I don’t find any difficulty signing 
my name (although some may find difficulty in reading it), but I am constant-
ly asking myself what value is a mere signature.  The demand nowadays is al-
most nonexistent but several years back, there was a problem.  When asked 
for an autograph, I felt I should say something more than just “Lee Miller” 
preceded by “best wishes” or “sincerely” or the like.  Although one might not 
expect it, I felt compelled to speak to that person on a one-to-one basis.  The 
fact that person might be a stranger and we would never meet again made me 
feel even more obligated to give something more than a vapid scrawl on a 
piece of paper.   

 

Then, signing copies of my first book, I happened to write, “Be gentle with 
yourself” followed by the usual signature.  The action was a surprised, “How 
did you know?  I didn’t, of course, but the response was so magnetic, I con-
tinued to use the phrase whenever an autograph was called for.   

 

Those four words, “Be gentle with yourself”, have had more impact than I 
could ever have supposed.  They have been appropriate because they have 
been so widely applicable. You know, the way we feel toward others depends 
to a large degree on how we feel toward ourselves.  Most of us will agree we 
are our worst enemies and, at times, unduly harsh with ourselves. If we kick a 
few people today, it will probably be because we would like to kick our-
selves.  If we feel anxious, or guilty, or depressed, we will pass those feelings 
along.  If we are really satisfied with ourselves, we tend to be more patient 
with others.  Eric Hoffer said, “Were the world to treat us the way we treat 
ourselves, we would turn into firebrand revolutionaries!” 
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It is in and through the Church that we can leave a signature and a per-
sonal note.  And maybe, prayerfully, just a little more. 

            Lee Miller 

 

Photo:  A newspaper ad from “the early days” 
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                                   Welcome Ministry by Liz Hood 

 

Father Lee, in last month’s Revelations, declared that Aim and Focus are inseparable.  He chal-

lenged us to concentrate on what we could do grow the church.   

  

The Welcoming Ministry is one place all of us can contribute no matter who we are. We need mem-

bers to greet at the door, make bread to share with visitors.  Those who have health concerns need 

not feel they have nothing to contribute.   

  

Each one of us can be welcoming to everyone on Sunday. If you see a face you do not recognize 

take the time to introduce yourself.  This does not always mean that person is new.  Maybe they 

have changed services or have come back after a spell in the hospital or rehab or you have never 

met.  A friendly smile is never wasted. 

  

After service invite others to sit with you at coffee.  You might discover common interests (beside 

being Christians.) This is God’s house and we are his children.   
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Junior Warden View APR ‘19  

OK, so here we are again. We all know that April showers 
bring May Flowers.  And what’s brought by May Flowers? 
PILGRIMS!!!.  I’m sorry but I’ve been laughing at that for 
over 60 years and just can’t stop myself… 
 
Those of you with at least decent memories will remember I 
started out like this last year…EXACTLY like this, but I don’t care!  I still think 
that’s funny, now over 61 years…  Oh, and also , since I retired, I have noticed, 
the Mayflower (along with Allied, United, 2 Guys and a Truck, among others) 
bring more retirees to FLA to clog the roads and bring 12 items to the 10 item ex-
press line!  But I digress…… 
 
Sooooo, last year we watched people dig up our side lawn, bring in a bunch of 
construction stuff, drag in a modular building and then mess around with it for 
months and months. That brought piles of dirt, mud, black plastic construction 
barriers, trucks, trenches, and all kind of mayhem. AND.. a bunch of ill fated and 
inaccurate promises.  “Hopefully by Easter”, “Looking good for summer”, “looks 
like Labor Day”, etc. Etc. But thanks to Hillsborough County red tape and other 
frustrating factors it dragged on and on and on (repeat as much as you feel fit!). 
But a great core of folks kept positive and working to get the project complete. 
 
We are there!  The building is built. It is mostly furnished.  The irrigation and 
landscaping is done! The choir practices, the LEMs and Lectors vest there.  Busi-
ness is conducted, meetings held, Bibles in hand for studies!  It has now become 
an asset for us. 
 
SO NOW, to all who stepped up and stepped out, I salute you!  To all who were 
irritated and aggravated, I felt your pain. We can now return to what we’re here 
for…SPREADING THE GOOD NEWS OF CHRIST, fellowship and pastoral 
care, worship and so much more,.  Thank you everyone for what you did and sug-
gested. For your prayers and your work. It is now time to go forward and grow, 
and to keep moving! 
 
 
GOD Bless, 
Greg 
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OUTREACH IN ACTION 
 

As most of our members are aware, St. John Divine has a very active 

Outreach Ministry. We have a program in place for some organization 

every month of the year. In March we supported Episcopal Relief and 

Development. Your contributions during March, along with some left-

over funds from last year, enabled St. John Divine to contribute 

$1,958.53 to Episcopal Relief and Development. Thank You! In April we 

are supporting the mission to the Dominican Republic. 

 

In May we will be supporting an organization in Bradenton. Since our ar-

ea extends from north of Riverview to northern Manatee County it is ap-

propriate that we help those in need in Manatee County as well as south-

ern Hillsborough County. The organization is called Turning Points. This 

organization provides services to men, women and children who are 

homeless and those at risk of becoming homeless. They provided ser-

vices to over 10,000 men, women and children the past year. 

 

Turning Points operates a soup kitchen and a food pantry. They serve 

meals to over 200 people each day. They also have a medical and dental 

clinic on their property staffed by volunteer doctors and dentists. They 

also have on an onsite veterans’ services program. 

 

It is difficult to list all the areas in which Turning Points provides ser-

vices to those in need in a short Revelations article; therefore, I am plac-

ing a trifold in the Parish Hall with much more information so that you 

can see all the services they perform. The Director of Development will 

be with us on May 19 to give us a presentation on the facility. Please 

consider contributing to this worthwhile organization 
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WELCOME MINISTRY 

Your Welcome Ministry Team would like to welcome you to the wonderful Month of May and 
we pray our members (and all people) had a very Blessed and Joyous Easter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not only does our Welcome Ministry Team greet our members at our doors each Sunday with 
a smile and a welcome, we greet new faces at our doors to our church. If it is their first time 
here, we ask that they fill out a blank name tag so we can call them by name at the peace.  We 
make it a point to greet them at the peace, if the time allows, welcome them again to SJD and 
ask them to join us for coffee and refreshments after the service.  If you see anyone with a 
hand written name tag on, it is most likely they are there for the first time.  Please also wel-
come them at the peace and ask them to join us at the “coffee hour.” As our guests are leaving 
the church after the service, if possible, our welcome team will introduce them to our priests, 
tell our priests their names and that it’s their first time visiting SJD.  If we are unable to intro-
duce them to our priests then, we will go to our priests in the Parish Hall and ask them to 
come over and meet our visitors.  
    
Our Welcome Team at each service offer to sit with them at coffee hour, if possible, and intro-
duce them to others sitting at the table.  If our team member cannot stay, for some reason after 
the service, they will ask one of their friends to sit with them or escort the visitor to another 
table that has empty seats, and introduce our guest(s) to them and tell our members it is their 
first time at SJD.  We also have a “Welcome New Member” Sunday, the last Sunday each 
month where we have the members come forward at each service and they are introduced at 
each service; they are given a bag with a “Welcome Note” attached and a couple small gifts 
and some delicious chocolate inside.  We also have a Welcome Cake for them at the first table 
directly out the middle doors of the church with a sign saying “Welcome Table.”  Please go 
over and welcome our new members, sit with them if possible, and share some cake!  Our 
Welcome Ministry Members have heard from many of our new members saying that they felt 
very welcomed at SJD and that was one important point of why they joined St. John Divine.  
We also give our guests a Welcome Packet with info about SJD and a small loaf of bread! 
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Faces we would like you to see from our New Members we welcomed at the last New Mem-
ber Party: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L to R:  Dan Gifford, Ann Gifford 11:00, Gene & Frances Doyle, 9:15, June & 
Donna Lohren, 8:00.  Behind June is Rudy Metz 9:15!  Please welcome these people when 
you see them at your service! 
 
Absent: Col. Phil Bethea, 8:00, Vivian & Denise Smalls, 11:00, &Marietta Morgan, 9:15  
 
 
We will be welcoming more new members at a New Member Party in June or July with pic-
tures of them.  
 
We hope you will consider becoming a member of the Welcome Ministry!  It is so wonderful 
meeting and welcoming new faces coming through our doors on Sunday, looking for the love, 
comfort and caring our God and his son, Jesus Christ, gives to each of us every day!  Please 
call us if your heart tells you this is the ministry you would like to join!!!  Brooke 727 643-
8970 and Joel 727- 643-8971. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Brooke and Joel Taliaferro 
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                        Daughters of the King 
 

Our chapter continues to keep busy with the business of the church, the 
community and our own spiritual needs. We have been studying Contin-
uing the Journey a study prepared by our National Chapter that assists 
the spiritual journey of our membership.  During Lent, we each again 
prepared a reverse Lenten box with food that was donated to The Lord's 
Lighthouse the week before Palm Sunday.  To finish out the "year", we 
will be attending our annual May luncheon on May 10.  Check with any 
of our members - the ladies with the distinctive silver crosses - if you'd 
like to join us and learn a little about who and what the Daughters of the 
King are. 

 

We have also been, sadly, busy with funerals the last few months. These 
events have been both large and small but no matter the size, the Com-
passionate Friends, the ministry that attends to the refreshments follow-
ing the service, desires to put on a repast that is enjoyable for both fami-
ly and attendees.  It is an honor for DOK to be able to participate in 
these fellowship receptions after the funerals but at the time Fr. Kevin 
asked us, after the committee was looking for some leadership,  it was 
always meant that DOK would facilitate this ministry which means that 
any and all who wish to serve are welcome, not just the Daughters. At 
this time, in order to continue, Compassionate Friends needs assistance 
from both male and female members of the parish with providing food, 
help with set up and clean up, picking up food that has been ordered and 
so on. For many years, the Compassionate Friends have enjoyed assist-
ing others at a difficult time with this wonderful and much needed ser-
vice. We know that you would enjoy it too.  Please contact our commit-
tee co-ordinators - Maureen Hill and/or Joy Johnson so they can add you 
to their reception list. 

 

For His Sake, 

 

Wendy Smith 
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KITCHEN KUDOS AND KRUMBS 

 

Good news from the kitchen!  The dishwasher has been inspected as have the 
freezer and refrigerator.  The dishwasher just had some calcium buildup, which 
was removed, and there are new gaskets on the freezer/refrigerator so that liquids 
don’t freeze any more.  Having a new thermostat is a big contributor in that depart-
ment.  The refrigerator and the freezer were also cleaned on the inside.  The coffee 
pot is still functioning, even though we can only brew one pot at a time.  But that’s 
ok.  It still works and doesn’t need to be replaced any time soon.  (Directions for 
brewing coffee are on the wall to the left of the coffee pot.) 
 
The stainless steel in the kitchen has been cleaned.  Greg, our illustrious Jr. War-
den, is working on getting the floors, mats, and the stove cleaned.  YAY!  And, we 
also now have a broom and dustpan for the kitchen. 
 
The inventory of the contents of the freezer and the refrigerator has been complet-
ed.  PLEASE, if you put something in either place, get a marker from the drawer 
marked OFFICE and date the item (s) and tell what they are for. If you bring food 
for Sundays, please put it in the Sunday side of the refrigerator and mark which 
service it is to be used for.  Remember: NO GLASS in the fridge! 
 
 I am working on an inventory of the dishes, glassware, mugs, silverware, din-
nerware, and pots and pans. 
 
KUDOS:  To Maureen and her crew for the wonderful job they did working in the 
kitchen for the large funeral that was recently held. 
 
A  HUGE thank you to Mike Fitzgerald for carrying the heavy dish racks from the 
dirty dish counter into the kitchen!!! 
 
Thank you Greg, for seeing that our kitchen is being taken care of! 
 
KRUMBS:  The little drain in the counter is only for liquids.  We are still finding 
tea bags and lemons in there.  Please put those items into the garbage.  Thank you. 
 
Also, The janitor’s closet has been cleaned and reorganized.  Many thinks to all 
who helped!  Now, if everyone would only put things back from where they got 
them……… 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 

The 2019 Dominican Republic Trip to the Iglesia San Timoteo Dominican Mission is in it’s 
fourth and final year. Our group, Team #3 will work in the town of Nizao on the Southern 
coast of the Dominican Republic 30 miles west of Santo Domingo during the week of June 22
-29. 

The work will include completing the layout and planting of crops, landscaping the San Tim-
oteo Church; repairs at the San Matias School and the Morrow Center.  

The team will stay at the Paul and Luke Morrow Center in Santana, Bani. (modeled after the 
Bishop Kellogg center in San Pedro de Macoris).  All of our meals are prepared at the Mor-
row Center, which is adjacent to the San Matias Primary and Secondary School. 

Please note this is not a Vacation. It is a week of labor for God’s mission in the Dominican 
Republic amongst a people who are joyful, loving, caring and who love the Lord in an amaz-
ing way. 

If you seek the challenge of serving as a Missionary to further the work of Lord, please con-
tact Mark and Annie Hunter at 813-645-8366 or anniemedic813@gmail.com. 

Grace Memorial Garden 

The Garden has seen a change of leadership after Gene and Ilene Hemingway resigned. Their 

dedication and commitment to the funding, design and landscaping of this Garden will contin-

ue under the new leadership of Kathy Bolduc supported by her mother Pat Wilbert.  We are 

looking forward to expanding our committee and welcome you to call Kathy-774-454-3499 to 

see how you can be a part of this ministry. 
 

Grace Memorial Garden is a place of serenity and solitude. It is self-supporting through the 

sale of bricks to memorialize family, friends, alive or deceased or anyone whose memory you 

wish to keep here. Each brick can be inscribed with approximately 19 characters per line. Our 

Columbarium has 50 niches. Each niche has the capacity for the cremains of two persons. The 

marble front face has the names engraved of the deceased. In ground interment is also availa-

ble.  
 

Currently the trees, bushes are being trimmed and prior cuttings removed. 

Future plans include a border hedge, new sod and Illumination of the Cross. 

We encourage you all to take peaceful stroll through the Grace Memorial Garden. 

 

Kathy 

mailto:anniemedic813@gmail.com
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....we must help the weak, remembering the words our Lord Jesus  
Himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive”.  Acts 20:35 

 
The Lord’s Lighthouse is a not-for-profit Christian ministry. Located at 5603 State Road 674, Wimauma 
(across from the post office), the Mission helps the poor and disadvantaged in our community. Services in-
clude crisis intervention, job searches, emergency assistance, translation, and more. Through the Hillsborough 
County ACCESS program, the Lord’s Lighthouse helps people acquire aid to which they are entitled. People 
in need may receive food, clothing, and other essentials.  
 
The Mission offers a church school and worship service with Sunday School, held every Sunday at the 
Church of God in Wimauma.  

  
NEEDS RIGHT NOW INCLUDE:  

 
MONEY to purchase perishable food and to meet people's emergency needs      
NONPERISHABLE FOOD, especially Maseca flour, flour tortillas,  pinto beans, oil, cereal, peanut butter, 
macaroni and cheese  
Shoes, clothes for men, women and children (from newborn children up) baby food, formula, diapers House-
hold articles Personal hygiene items  

 
 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BILL AND DORA FROM THE LORD’S LIGHTHOUSE TO HIS VINEYARD, 
FROM OUR THANKFUL HEARTS TO YOURS! 

 
2018 brought many opportunities to minister to those strangers who have become our neighbors, families 
that every harvest season, by their labor and the Florida sun, sweeten our palates with the delicacy of our 
unique strawberries, oranges, and Ruskin tomatoes.  
 
We were blessed by God’s loving provision through many friends and supporters, many of whom worship at 
St. John the Divine Episcopal Church in Sun City Center. Your prayers and financial support allowed us to 
serve the spiritual and physical needs of hundreds of farm worker families living in our area.  
 
God continues to be our Rock in present difficult times, when we continue to labor and minister without reg-
ular facilities on Sunday, and when we continue our weekly food and clothing distribution to poor families, 
most with just a seasonal income. 
 
Thank you, dear ones, for your trust and generosity in this our ministry that was born in your former Ruskin 
campus sanctuary on Palm Sunday morning, ten years ago! We’ll certainly celebrate a very merry and joyful 
Happy Tenth Birthday. TO GOD BE THE GLORY! 
 
The Lord’s Lighthouse is open on Wednesdays from noon till 4:00. Donations of nonperishable food, cloth-
ing, and other items may be placed at the Lord’s Lighthouse area of the parish hall. Checks may be made out 
to St. John the Divine, designated for the Lord’s Lighthouse. You may contact the Lord’s Lighthouse at 813-
641-7100 or 813-641-7114. Thank you for helping. 
 
                             http://www.lordslighthouse.org    
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                                         HEAVEN ON THE MOUNTAIN 
                          The Sisters of St. Mary Annual Silent Retreat 
                                          “LIVING AS THE BELOVED” 
                             Thursday, June 13 through Sunday, June 16 
 
The Community of St. Mary is a Benedictine Community within the Episcopal 
Church.  Each year, the Sisters offer a Silent Retreat (for men and women) which 
provides a quiet time of learning, renewal, and reconnection with God. St. Mary’s 
on the Mountain, situated above the Cumberland Plateau in Sewanee, Tennes-
see, is a sanctuary of natural beauty, tranquility, and spiritual rest.  
 
Using “Life of the Beloved” by Henri Nouwen as a starting point, the Rev. Mary 
Jayne Allen will lead reflections exploring what it means to be a beloved child of 
God. 
 
Cost: $300-400, depending on choice of room; all meals included. 
 
If interested, you may contact: 
Connie Keister 814-641-8833, conniek@tampabay.rr.com Allie Maiocchi 813-629-
2002, allieree1@tampabay.rr.com Sharon Van Loan 813-765-0845, sharon-
vanloan@gmail.com  

 
Please visit the Sisters’ website at www.stmary-conventsewanee.org and the Re-
treat and Conference Center’s website at www.stmaryssewanee.org.  

 

 

mailto:conniek@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:allieree1@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:sharonvanloan@gmail.com
mailto:sharonvanloan@gmail.com
http://www.stmary-conventsewanee.org
http://www.stmaryssewanee.org
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News and Events 

from SJD 

Thank you to our congregation for your generous contributions of Easter candy for the chil-

dren of the Lord ‘s Lighthouse and for our parish Easter Egg Hunt. You made a lot of children 

very happy!  

 

HOLY SMOKES . . . A HOLY SOC HOP! 

Yes!  Join the Tuesday Cursillo Buddies for an evening of dancing (or 

just listening) to the music of our own Troy Coman – SJD’s Senior Idol.  

The event will happen on Friday, May 17th in the Parish Hall begin-

ning at 7pm.  Bring your own beverage and snack.  A donation of 

$5.00 will help defray the cost of one of our parishioner’s Cursillo 

weekend. 
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A BIG THANK YOU 

Thanks to all who made the African jewelry and crafts  project a success, 

we sent $1639 to African Team Ministries. Following is a note from 

Keith and Sue Jesson, who coordinated the ATM program: 

 

       “The proceeds arrived today. Thank you for the wonderful response 

of your people.” 
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Alpha Spring 2019 Finishes 

Stations of the Cross 
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