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KEVIN’S KERYGMA by Fr. Kevin Warner  

 

July, 2019 

Blessings! 

Kevin+ 
II Timothy 1:11 

Welcome Wylys 
 

Monday, July 1, marks the first day for our new Assistant Rector, David Wyly. He 
and his family, wife Nadine and children, Ethan, James, Samantha, Reagan, Jack-
son & Jillian will be arriving late June and have purchased a house near Thomp-
son Elementary School in Ruskin. David graduated from Virginia Theological 
Seminary (my alma mater) in May and already has been ordained a deacon. On 
July 6, at 11:00 a.m. he will be ordained to the sacred order of priests by Bishop 
Dabney Smith. 

I encourage all of you who can to attend the service and stay for the luncheon afterward to meet David 

and his family. If you have never been to an ordination it is a beautiful service and one that you will al-

ways remember. The Saturday service will include the use of incense, but it will by hypo-allergenic for 

those of you with allergies. It is truly a privilege for a parish to host an ordination, and we are honored to 

have the Bishop and priests from the diocese here. 

Sunday, June 7, at the 10:00 a.m. service we will do a Celebration of New Ministry and provide another 

opportunity for you to get to know David and his family. There will be an extended coffee hour after the 

second service and all are invited to come and visit with the Wylys. 

If you remember our plan/vision for the future of SJD presented at the Annual Meeting we are well on 
our way to meeting our goals. 

 

Immediately:  Move offices, vesting/choir room into Annex. 

1 month:  Remodel classroom and convert current vesting room into 1st class Nursery. 

3 – 6 months:  Hire “Family Life Minister”. Full-time priest to manage expected growth of  

younger family demgraphic. 
• ~3 years:  Move through Transitional Size and become a large Program Size church. For an explana-

tion of Church Size theory see https://www.ecfvp.org/uploads/tools/files/Overview_of_Church_Size_Theory1.pdf 

• ~5 years:  Begin planting satellite locations throughout South Shore. Perhaps one a year for a few 

years. 

 

I will talk more next month about the challenges of the next step, but this month we celebrate  

the latest  as we continue to follow God’s vision for SJD, South Shore and beyond.   

          

https://www.ecfvp.org/uploads/tools/files/Overview_of_Church_Size_Theory1.pdf
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The words burned deeply into all of us: 

“She seemed angry.  I think she is mad at me.” 

“He was really gruff.  I believe he hates me.” 
 

Wait a minute!  What was their state of mind at that moment?   
What was ours? 
 

How often have we, in the church, jumped to conclusions regarding  
another when that judgment is based mostly on reactions?   
This may come as no great revelation that most of our woes  
(personal and global) could be categorized in a file labeled “wrong reaction.” 
 

If we are quite honest, I think that we would admit a subheading under that classification would 
take care of about 90 per cent of the reactions inimical to us all.  That file would be labeled Reac-
tions Made Under Stress. 

The reason I find this interesting is because some of our best decisions are also made under peri-
ods of stress.  While I don’t think stress ever gave birth to a Machiavellian politician, I do believe 
otherwise level-headed statesmen will react quite irresponsibly when making decisions under a 
load of frustration.  The church member will also crumble trying to carry on activities and ration-
alize an “up-tight” condition.  

I heard about a fellow who was trying so hard to pass his driver’s license test, but instead was 
thrown in jail.  The first time he took the test and failed didn’t seem to upset him.  He took the 
second failure in stride.  When he failed for the third time, he was beginning to get nervous but 
managed to maintain his composure.  He failed the fourth time, but when he came back for the 
fifth, he failed the fifth and returned for the sixth but failed again.   

On the next try, he somehow passed the test, but while the examiner was writing “passed” on 
the sheet, the applicant was so sure he was writing “failed” that he took something out of his 
pocket and hit the examiner over the head.  The would-be driver was arrested for assault. 

Our day-to-day decisions made under stress will rarely cause the multitude of discomforts that 
occur when those reactions are made on the national level.  But we will fill our file unless we can 
discipline ourselves to come to an abrupt halt and think.  When we begin to “tell it like it is” we 
must be quite certain we’re in the frame of mind to know how it is. 

 

                                                    Father Lee  
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   Have you ever been stuck at home with no transportation to go 

anywhere?  

Have you been lonely and just wish someone would stop in for a 

glass of iced tea and say hello?   

Do you drive down Route 674, or thru Kings Point, or from Free-

dom Plaza every Sunday by yourself? 

If you said yes, SJD needs your help.  For the past several weeks 

now, EVERY single week, someone stops by, or calls my office and tells me of a member that 

needs a ride to church, or to doctor appointments or other errands, but does not have transpor-

tation. Your church family members are feeling lonely and would like to attend church again and 

we need your help.   If you can help give these folks a  ride to church, please contact Candy in the 

church office and she will give you more information. 

If you find you have time on your hands or maybe you are lonely and wish you had some one to 

talk to, give Candy a call in the office or email her at callman@stjohndivine.com she will help you 

find someone to spend time with.   

Lets not forget our shut-ins.  They need us! 

Blessings to you all. 
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Junior Warden View July ‘19  

Well here we are again.  The annex is now the Banner Building and it 
is done!  David Wyly has shown up.  The Banner building is now lit at 
night in front and back.  The new nursery is getting a vanity with a 
sink so all may clean up and wash hands. We will soon have a new 
shed that won’t always get robbed. The church is getting power 
washed and all flora and fauna will be removed from the gutters! 
Grace Memorial Garden is looking way good! 
And I’m gonna take it just a little easier… 
 
DON’T SWEAT THE SMALL STUFF… and it’s all small stuff.  It is a great read for anyone 
that is overcome, overanxious, and not knowing where to turn. Richard Carlson wrote it, it’s 
an easy read, and informative.I keep it out and refer to it often (plenty often these days!).  
 
 Anyhooo…. One of the chapters points out that everything has God’s fingerprints on it! It 
easy to see them on a Gulf of Mexico sunset, on your smiling grand kid, on a beaming bride, 
or a really good plate of stone crabs.  But can we learn to see HIS fingerprints in difficult cir-
cumstances or everyday struggles? Seriously? HIS fingerprints are on that jerk that just cut 
you off? Really? HIS fingerprints are on the lady with 16 items in the 10 item express lane? 
 
When you begin to view everything as God’s work, you can begin to see the holiness in eve-
ryday things.  It makes a disagreeable person a little easier to take. And struggling to pay the 
bills can make you appreciate what you do have. So remember, just because you can’t see the 
beauty in something doesn’t mean it is not there.  You just have to look more carefully. 
 
GOD Bless. 
Greg  
 
 

Prayers for our Recently Departed 
George K. Baker 

September 18, 1927 – May 5, 2019 

 

Phillip Ross Smith 

April 11, 1926—May 23, 2019 

and 
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July Outreach Focus 

Wounded Warriors Abilities Ranch 

Mike Delancey, a Pinellas Park resident who himself was critically in-
jured during military combat in Iraq and has confronted his own life 
changing injuries.  Mike joined the USMC 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marines in 
2004.  Mike completed tours of Afghanistan and Iraq until his luck final-
ly ran out on Sept 1, 2005 during his second deployment in Haditha, 
Iraq. Mike was shot by a sniper; the gunshot hit his fifth and sixth ver-
tebra, it shattered his seventh vertebrae and then hit the right shoul-
der nerve, peppering his right lung.  In an instant, he was rendered par-
alyzed.  

The Wounded Warriors Abilities Ranch will be built to inspire veterans of all conflicts to get OUT and AC-
TIVE.  The Ranch and Park will offer activities for all Military Veterans in need of a supportive and healing 
environment, to give them a new sense of hope, resilience and strength as they move forward in their jour-
ney. 

The Park will be a purpose built facility for Wounded Warriors, Veterans and their caregivers to enjoy a vari-
ety of recreational activities . Fully ADA accessible and furnished with specialist fitness equipment to build 
strength in body and mind it will be a place to relax and enjoy. The Ranch also plans to offer fishing trips, 
kayaking , sailing and accessible transport to sporting activities, airports and Tampa Bay area attractions. 

A social outdoor space will be a key element of the Park, giving the Veterans , their families and caregivers 
an opportunity to reconnect and share experiences while also gaining strength, empowerment and tools to 
help their recovery and healing. 

The Ranch will be designed to support both the physical and emotional needs of Warriors with fitness and 
sports at its core. 

The City Park will offer cycling and walking trails, A fully stocked pond for fishing , specially designed ADA 
Work Out stations to strengthen both body and mind and a large multi purpose sports court specifically de-
signed for Wheelchair Sports and Events. The Park will also have a pavilion to host events including picnic 
tables, grills and a Dog Park. 

“These veterans have sacrificed to keep us free,” said Mayor Sandy Bradbury.  
“It is only right that we show our gratitude to them for those sacrifices and help them get the care and benefits they deserve.” 
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   June Outreach Update 

Choices Women's Center 

 

To the congregation at St. John the Divine, Sun City Center: Thank you for a genuine, warm 

welcome and the opportunity to share about our ministry, CHOICES Women's Center. It is re-

freshing and exciting to see people working together as the body of Christ! Thank you for 

your support, interest and partnership. Let's continue to make a kingdom impact together, all 

for the Glory of God! May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you all! 

Rosie Silva 

                Director of Client Services  

 

Altar Guild: The Behind the Scenes Ministry 

The Altar Guild is the liturgical partner of the Priest. But unlike other liturgi-

cal ministries, such as priests, deacons, acolytes and readers, musicians 

and ushers, whose duties are carried out for the entire congregation to see, 

most of the altar guild’s work happens in the days between Sunday and 

Sunday when no one is there to see. Even on Sunday, hardly a soul sees what the altar guild does 

to make liturgy possible. It’s a behind-the-scenes ministry and sometimes can be taken for granted. 

When we think of the liturgy, we think of the words. We sometimes say that the Prayer Book de-

fines us. But the liturgy is far more than words. It is an event, and it is the altar guild that sets the 

stage on which the event unfolds. The meaning and impact of the liturgy come primarily from the 

interplay of the setting, the objects, the sensual triggers, and of course, the words.  

The duty of the altar guild is to prepare all things necessary for the celebration of the Eucharist or 

any of the sacraments and offices of the church. The work of the Altar Guild is to ensure that our 

sanctuary reflects the holiness and the joy that we all create together in our worship. Each team 

has members that have one or more of the talents needed to serve on God’s altar: flower arrang-

ing, silver and brass polishing, washing, ironing, vacuuming, dusting, watering plants, trimming can-

dles, marking the Bible lessons, or mending. 

Each month in Revelations you will learn more about the altar guild and its members. We will have 

some fun with games and take some time to come out from behind-the-scenes.   

 

Blessings, 

Chér Cerebe 

https://choiceswomenscenter.com/index.php
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JULY BIRTHDAY 

7/1 Sheila Turpin  
7/3 Marianne Izzo  
7/4 Michelle Garis  
7/5 Marcia Schwarm  
7/5 James Speicher  
7/5 Alan Tisdale  
7/7 Evelyn Brelsford  
7/9 Elmer Joerg  
7/12 Marietta Fitzgerald  
7/12 Michael Fitzgerald  
7/14 Shirley Luxana  
7/15 Cherie Cerebe  
7/16 Karen Cochran  
7/16 Linda Justin  
7/18 Robert Hopkins  
7/18 Cynthia Howell  
7/18 Lindsay Pratt  
7/19 Denise Smalls  
7/20 Vivian Smalls  
7/21 Richard Callaghan  
7/21 Edward Patrick  
7/22 Kenneth Worachek  
7/23 John Collins  
7/24 Nancy Phillips  
7/27 June Lohren  
7/27 Mary Merrill  
7/28 Rebecca Carlisle  
7/29 Paula Church  
7/29 Aubrey Thompson  
7/30 Chris McIntyre  
7/31 Douglas Myrick  

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

  5st – Magda & Brad Bell 

13th – Maria & Vincent Martucci 

22nd – Norma & John Collins 

24th – Pat & Gary Graziano 

25th—Kaki & Spike Speicher 

31st  — Michelle & Ryan Garis 

 

    

  

 

 



8 

 

The mission of the The Lord's Lighthouse Ministry is to help the needy in south Hills-
borough County. Located at 5603 State Road 674, Wimauma (across from the post office), 
the Mission offers food, clothing, other essentials, and services. Services include spiritual 
guidance, crisis intervention, translation, emergency aid, and more. In addition, through the 
Hillsborough County ACCESS program, the Mission assists people in acquiring aid to which 
they are entitled. 
 
A worship service with Sunday School is provided every Saturday at the Church of God in 
Wimauma. 

 
NEWS FROM THE LORD’S LIGHTHOUSE 

 
THIS YEAR’S FIRST QUARTER BROUGHT LOTS OF GOOD NEWS! 
 
An old mission contributor passed away years ago, and included our ministry in his will as one of several non-profits 
that would benefit from his assets. After a couple of years of legal and accounting dealings, finally we received some 
funds from that Gordon Icheldinger Estate that our board decided to split between our feeding program, our reserve 
account and the general fund. 
 
From the reserve money now available, it was decided to spend some of it in refurbishing the aluminum portables 
that we purchased for office space, food pantry and clothing depot. Soon the portables will have insulation, drywalls, 
a ceiling, vinyl flooring and a nice coat of painting that will allow our staff and volunteers to serve people’s needs 
without the hazard of extreme weather conditions, like heat and cold weather plus windy and rainy days! We are 
budgeting this much needed work at half the normal price of said job.  
 
We had been praying incessantly to our Lord for all kinds of help, as our finances dwindle and the families asking for 
all sorts of assistance grew by the week. God sent Cecilia Arellano, a young Mexican married to the new pastor at 
New Covenant Church, the congregation that leases us the use of their sanctuary every Saturday morning for Praise, 
Worship and Bible Study. Cecilia left her job as a home decorator in an area business store, the minute her husband 
was elected the new shepherd at New Covenant. Somehow, she discovered that our ministry was the kind of church 
work that she dreamed since her childhood to be involved with. She has become an indispensable resource to both 
Dora and Bill in the overall ministry. And she loves it! 
 
During the months of April and May, we served 355 households. We gave away 1,670 food baskets during these 
months. The food basically came with funding from our mission Food Account and a generous, sizable donation of all 
kinds of food staples from the St. Petersburg Free Clinic Food Bank and the Love First Community Church in River-
view. We were also fortunate to participate in the yearly Mail Carriers Food Drive, that filled one of our portables to 
capacity! 
 
Our congregation of believers has suffered the constant moving of place and time of worship, but those that remain 
faithful continue to gather with enthusiasm and vitality, and we see growth week after week. GOD IS GREAT, AND HE 
IS GOOD, FOR HIS MERCIES ENDURE FOREVER  
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Grace  

Memorial  

Gardens 
 

Have you noticed the wonderful landscaping that 

has been started in our garden?  If not please take 

the time to go out and see all the changes that 

have been happening.  While you there, take a 

moment to read some of the bricks that folks have 

dedicated in memory of a loved one.  If you 

would like to order a brick in memory of a family 

member or friend, please contact  athy Bolduc or 

 aren Stapleton and they will assist you.   

Columbarium 
Our Columbarium still has a few niches availa-

ble for purchase.  If you are making your final 

arrangements or are thinking about making 

them, and would like more information on the 

Columbarium or in ground burial in our garden,  

please contact  athy Bolduc or  aren Stapleton 

for more information. 
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St John Divine Episcopal Church 1015 E. Del Webb Blvd. Sun City Center, FL 33573 

Vestry 
Curt Arp 

Aubrey Thompson 
Coretta Butts 

Liz Hood 
Walter Powell 

Jim Smith 
Annie Hunter 
Allie Maiocchi 

      Vestry Officers 
           Don Fisher     Sr. Warden 
           Greg Diehl      Jr. Warden 

   Valerie Bryant     Clerk 
        Susan Arp    Treasurer 

Clergy and Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Dabney T. Smith 

Bishop of the Diocese of Southwest Florida 
The Rev. Kevin Warner, Rector 

The Rev. Lee Miller, Associate Rector 
The Rev. David Wyly, Assistant Rector 

Paulette Carney, Deacon 
Scott Gardner, Praise Leader 

Joan Frankel, Organist & Choir Director 
Tristan Warner, Media Specialist 

Connie Minnoe, Accounting Administrator 
Candy Allman, Office Manager  

Sharon Bakay, Kitchen Manager 
 

813-633-3970 sjd-office@stjohndivine.com www.stjohndivine.com 

 

July, 2019 


